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Job hunting 101 for new 
graduates; usual questions 
from interviewers listed 
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QC cops file charges 
vs PCSO officials, 
STL franchise holder 


= BUSINESS/BI . | 
Future ‘Grand Central’ 
station: $200-M subway 
to link MRT 3, LRT-1 


QC wants seedling bank out 
to pave way for urban jungle 
By DJ Yap and Blanche S. Rivera 


ONLY GOD CAN MAKE A TREE BUT MAN CAN 
build a condominium. 

The Manila Seedling Bank Foundation Inc. 
could be replaced by a high-rise condominium un- 
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‘Gov't faces jobs deficit 
of crisis proportions’ 


EMPLOYMENT DATA RELEASED BY THE GOV- 
‘ernment recently showed an impressive 750,000. 
jobs created last year but on closer inspection, the 
numbers hide a serious deterioration in the quality 
of the country’s workforce, according to analysts. 
The National Statistics Office's Labor Force. 


less the foundation pays P59 million in real estate. 
taxes being demanded by the Quezon City govern- D 
ment, according to city treasurer Victor Endriga. - 
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Comelec split on Cha-cha 


New poll exec, Abalos differ 
23 on legality of signature drive 
a pee = 


‘Survey also showed that underemployment 
| reached 6.9 milion in January, an increase of 1.8 
i million in the previous 12 months. 


** website: wwwing7-net GOVT/AB 


By Jerome Aning er 
and T] Burgonio 


COMMISSION ON Elec- 
tions Chair Benjamin 
Abalos Sr yesterday 
gave local registrars the 
go-signal to verify the 
signatures of the people 
calling for Charter 
change. But in direct 
contradiction of his 
boss, a commissioner 
said the poll body was 
barred from entertain- 
ing any such people’s 
initiative in the absence 
of an enabling law. 


"We have to harken to the dic- 
tates of the [Supreme Court] de- 
cision?” -Gommissioner Romeo 
Brawner, a former presiding jus- 
tice of the Court of Appeals, said 
at his confirmation hearing yes- 
terday at the Commission on Ap- 
pointments (CA). (See story on 
Page A2.) 

In the case Santiago vs Com- 
elec, the high court ruled in 
March 1997 that Republic Act No. 
6735 (or The Initiative and Refer- 
endum Act) was inadequate to 


‘their approval of the proposed amendments to the 1987 Constitution. 


Said Abalos: "Before the péti- 
tion is filed, the Comelec can only 
prescribe the form of the petition; 
issue through its Election Records 
and Statistics Office a certificate 
on the total number of registered 
voters in each legislative district; 
assist, through its election regis- 
trars, in the establishment of sig- 
mature stations; and verifye 
through its election registrars, 
the signatures on the basis of the 
registry list of voters." 

‘Abalos said the Comelec had a 
duty to enforce the constitutional 
requirement that a petition 
should bear “at least 12 percent 
of the total number of registered 

COMELEC/ A20 


Court temporarily stops DOJ 
inquiry into Ultra stampede 


By Armand N. Nocum 
and Margaux C. Ortiz 


cover a peoples initiative to 
amend the Constitution. 

It said the Comelec was "per- 
manently enjoined" from enter- 
taining any such petition until a 
“sufficient law” had been enacted 
to implement such a system. 

But Abalos said he did not be- 
lieve his instruction to the regis- 
trars would be in violation of the 
high court's ruling. 

"The Supreme Court was very 
specific. It said the Comelec can 
take cognizance of a petition for 
initiative for Charter change only 
after the petition is filed,” he said. 

What then would be the Com- 
elec's task while awaiting the for- 
mal filing of the petition? 


‘CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 


a temporary restraining order 
(TRO) lasts for 60 days. 

‘The criminal case against ABS- 
CBN was initiated by the NBI and 
the Volunteers Against Crime and 
Corruption (VACC) following the 
Feb. 4 stampede that left 71 peo- 
ple dead and 900 injured. 

Charges of reckless imprudence 
resulting in multiple homicide and 
multiple physical injuries have 
been brought against 17 persons, 
including ABS-CBN officials and 
personnel. The penalty is impris- 
onment ranging from six months 
and one day to 12 years. 

ABS-CBN lawyers last week 
filed the petition seeking to stop 


the department from looking into 
the factual basis for the filing of a 
criminal complaint against the 
network's executives, accusing 
prosecutors of “unseemly haste” 
in pinning down ABS-CBN for the 
tragedy. 

Lawyer Regis Puno said his 
clients did not stand a chance of 
being accorded a fair and impar- 
tial inquiry by the department. 

The petitioners included ac- 
cused ABS-CBN officials Ma. 
Rosario Santos-Cancio, Socorro V. 
Vidanes, Marilou Almaden, Cipri- 
ano Luspo, Mory Stewart, 
Harold James Nieva, Norbert Vi- 

COURT TEMPORARILY] A21 


THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS 
temporarily barred the Depart- 
ment of Justice from conducting 
a preliminary investigation into 
the deadly “Wowowee” stampede 
for allegedly showing an institu- 
tional bias against ABS-CBN, the 
popular game show's television 
producer. 

Ina three page resolution, the 
court gave Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez and his prosecutors 10 
days to comment on the ABS- 
CBN petition and set a hearing on 
April 24. Under the rules of court, 


Nota dry eye in Guinsaugon on 40th day 


“When L reached Guinsaugon, I 
was shocked to see it gone. | tried 
to go to our [house] but we were 
prevented from going there but I 
saw my sister Jobelyn being res- 
cued,” Sandy narrated. 

He recalled seeing Jobelyn's 
face bloodied and broken; he 
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Abu blamed for Jolo bombing 


By Ed General and Julie Alipala 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


President _Macapagal-Atroyo 
denounced ‘in. the strongest 
terms" the attack on the Sulu 
‘Consumers Cooperative store in 
Jolo on Monday and vowed that 
the military and police would 
hunt down the perpetrators. She 
said measures were in place to 
prevent further attacks. 

Ms Arroyo, in a statement, also 
called for the swift passage of the 


Government operating 
like employment agency 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 
(Last of three pars) 
BLOATED APTLY DESCRIBED THE 
, bureaucracy during the 1980s and 
1990s, 

‘Today, with a workforce of 
more than 1.4 million, the civilian 
bureaucracy re- 
mains puffed up. 

The Civil Ser- 


SPECIAL REPORT 
vice Commission 


long-delayed antiterrorism bill in 
Congress, which she said would 
“constrict, contain and contro!” 
terrorism more effectively. 
“Terror never sleeps and we 
need to consistently carry out our 
comprehensive action plan to rid 
our country and the world of this 
grave threat,” she said. 
The provincial civil defense 
ABUAN 


JOLO, SULU—AN EXTORTION 
letter and a mobile phone-deto- 
nated device indicate that the 
Abu Sayyaf was behind the 
bombing of a Church-run cooper- 
ative store that left nine people 
dead and 20 injured, military of- 
ficials said yesterday. 


By Jani Arnaiz 
and Connie E. Fernandez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 
cent of Philippine personnel are 
employed in LGUs. Moreover, ge- 
ographica| distribution shows 
Metro Manila employing 28.1 
percent of total government per- 
sonnel when 30.4 percent of na- 
tional government employees are 
reporting in the region,” said the 
CSC in a 1999 

personnel inven- 
tory. 

But CSC Chair | 


buried this village of 1,000 people. 

‘There was not a dry eye when 
Sandy Peligro, 17, recounted be- 
fore some 1,000 relatives of vic- 
tims and residents of neighboring 
barangays how dead bodies, in- 
cluding his mother, were piled 
like fish inside the barangay hall 
of Malibago. 


Sandy said he was at the near- 
by San Juan Polytechnic College 
in San Juan town, where he was 
studying, when the tragedy 
struck. s 

He rushed to St. Bernard, about 
5 km away, after receiving word 
about the landslide that wiped out 
 Guinsaugon on Feb. 17. 


GUINSAUGON, ST BERNARD, 
Southern Leyte—Not a drop of 
rain fell yesterday during the Mass 
marking the 40th day after a por- 
tion of a mountain collapsed and 


waswa avo) Eradicating poverty a ‘utopian dream’ 


UMASA PAL 


(CSC) has justified the size of the 
bureaucracy, saying “the problem 
lies on employee distribution 
rather than mere totals.” 
“Compared with more devel- 
oped economies like Canada, it 
has opposite figures. (Canada) 
boasts of 75 percent personnel in 
Local Government Units or LGUs 
out of the total, while only 27 per- 


mission is, 


[E 


P * 


Karina Constantino-David, who 
joined the constitutional body in 
2001, says otherwise. 

"The problem with the com- 


more and more, gov- 


ernment has operated like an em- 
ployment agency either because 
of the nature of politics where 
you're paying back political debts 
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NI mel 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


TO THINK THAT THIS MAN HEADS THE NA- 
tional Anti-Poverty Commission. 

‘Datu Zamzamin Ampatuan, lead convenor 
of the NAPC, is clueless on the definition of 
poverty in the country. 

He also believes that stamping out poverty 
isa “utopian dream," and is blaming some 
Filipinos" abject living standards on their lazi- 


RL 


ness, lack of skills and low IQ. 

Declared Ampatuan at a briefing in Mala- 

fiang late Monday afternoon: "We all 
know that poverty will always be there; it is 
utopian to think that poverty will be eradi- 
cated, No matter how good is the antipover- 
ty program, there will still be elements of 
poverty, 

"No matter how good is the macro perfor- 
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CSR Re RET 


WEATHER FORECAS' 
FORECAST: Northern Luzon wil experience mostly cloudy skies with 
Str ranshovers wil Easter and Southam Mindanao wil 
fave most cloudy skies wth scared rinshowers and isolated 
thunderstorms. The rst of he country wil e ary cloudy to at 
th scite ranshovers or thunderstorms. 
(puny durmcA)mwspucKTU Ré, SOURCE PAGASA 
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Gls’ rape trial moved to Makati 


MILITANT PROTESTER makes his feelings known in this poster in 
support of the Subic rape complainant. 
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By Armand N. Nocum 


THE SUPREME COURT YESTERDAY ORDERED THE TRANSFER 
to Makati City of the trial of four US Marines accused of raping a 
22-year-old Filipina to speed up resolution: of the case, which a 
Philippine-US agreement requires to be completed within a year. 


Assistant Court Administrator Ismael Khan 
said the high court's decision followed a re- 
quest by Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez and 
the lawyers of the complainant. The choice of 
Makati over Manila or Quezon City was based 
on the caseloads of the courts in these place, 
Khan added. 

‘The Olongapo City Regional Trial Court 
postponed the Marines’ arraignment last 
week after Judge Renato Dilag inhibited him- 
self from the case following a complaint that 
he had failed to disclose his son used to work 
for a law firm representing one of the 
Marines. 

Gonzalez asked for the transfer of the trial 
in view of the fact that Olongapo's two other 
judges could not take the case. In his one- 
page memorandum, Gonzalez said Judge 
Reynaldo Caguioa might also inhibit himself 


It's a breeze 


By T] Burgonio 


THE MAN WHO TOOK OVER FROM VIR- 
gilio Garcillano in the Commission on Elec- 
tions had an easy time of it before the Com- 

ion on Appointments yesterday, and no 
one was a bit surprised. 

"Unlike his predecessor, Romeo Brawner 
breezed through his confirmation after he im- 
pressed both administration and opposition 
lawmakers with his integrity and probity. 

Members of the CA committee on constitu- 
tional commissions, chaired by Sen. Alfredo 
Lim, heaped glowing praise on the nominee 
before unanimously recommending his ap- 
polntment to the CA plenary. 

The praises centered on Brawner's handling of. 
the celebrated "Diones massacre" case as a trial 
‘court judge in 1993 where he convicted five po- 
licemen for the murder of three women and the 
frustrated murder of another in Benguet. 

‘The four women were caught shoplifting in 
a bazaar in La Union, hauled off, assaulted 
and tortured before they were dumped in a 
ravine in Sablan, Benguet, in June 1992. 

“We are in fact emphasizing the character of 
this nominee, of his courage in the face of insur- 


due to conflict of interest, leaving only one 
other alternative, Judge Avelino Lazo who is 
retiring in December. 

"Considering that under the Visiting Forces 
Agreement, the judicial proceedings (have) to 
be completed in a period of one year, it would 
be dangerous to start the trial of this case and 
later, suspend (it in the middle of the trial 
with the retirement of Judge Lazo,” Gonzalez 
said. 

Khan said it was up to the Department 
of Justice to decide whether to let the 
Olongapo City Prosecutor's Office contin- 
ue to handle the case, assign the case to 
prosecutors in Makati or to handle it di- 
rectly. 

Court officials in Makati said they had not 
received a copy of the Supreme Court's order 
as of noon yesterday but the case would be 


raffled among the Makati Regional Trial 
Court's 29 branches as soon as the Supreme 
Court order is received, 

A source at the Supreme Court said that in 
addition to the question of caseload, the jus- 
tices also considered the matter of aesthetics 
in transferring the hearing to Makati. The 
source noted that the courts in Quezon City 
and in Manila were in dismal physical condi- 
tion. 

The complainant claims she was raped in- 
side a van by Lance Cpl. Daniel Smith on Nov. 
1 while the three other Marines cheered him 
on. 

Smith has admitted to “consensual sex" 
with the woman. The three other men have 
acknowledged being inside the van with 
Smith and the woman, but denied any rape 
took place. 

Smith and his co-defendants, Lance Cpl. 
Keith Silkwood, Lance Cpl. Dominic Duplan- 
tis and Staff Sgt. Chad Carpentier, belong to 
the 3lst Marine Expeditionary Force sta- 
tioned in Okinawa, Japan. They face capital 
charges of rape and conspiracy to commit 
rape. 

‘They are under the custody of the US Em- 
bassy in Manila. With report from AP 


for Garci’s replacement 


mountable odds to perform a duty.. and we ex- 
pect him to do just that in his next position as 
‘commissioner of the Commission on Elections. 
Am correct?" Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile said. 

"Thats correct. And we need people like 
him in the Comelec, especially nowadays,” 
replied Rep. Marcelino Libanan. 

Rep. Aurelio Umali then moved for ap- 
proval of the 70-year-old Brawner's appoint- 
ment. Rep. Rodolfo Plaza manifested his sup- 
port of the confirmation before Enrile second- 
ed the motion. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo appointed 
Brawner to the Comelec in July last year to re- 
place Garcillano, who was bypassed twice by 
the CA and was not reappointed. 

“The appointment of Brawner, who retired as 
Court of Appeals presiding justice, came one 
month after the "Hello Garci” wiretap scandal 
purportedly involving the President and Garci- 
Jano in a conspiracy to rig the results of the May 
2004 presidential elections broke in June 2005. 

Brawner was appointed a justice in the Court 
of Appeals in 1995. In 2003, he chaired the 12th 
Division of the Court of Appeals which heard the 
case of the Oakwood mutineers in 2003. 

‘Among the citations he has received are the 
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Chief Justice Jose P Laurel Award for Judicial 
Excellence as Outstanding Regional Trial 
Court Judge handed out by the Foundation 
for Judicial Excellence, and the Best Decision. 
‘Award in Civil Law given by the Chief Justice 
Fred Ruiz Castro Memorabilia Commission. 

Brawner also received a commendation 
from President Fidel Ramos for his decision 
on the Diones case. 

Brawner himself provided some light mo- 
ments at the CA hearing when he recounted 
his “disappointment” with the movie made on 
the life of Diones, the 17-year-old girl who sur- 
vived the massacre and lived to tell the tale, 

“The Myrna Diones Massacre: God Save 
Us" starred Kris Aquino as Myrna. 

“Ofcourse I had to see the movie and it was 
the greatest disappointment of my life when 1 
saw the judge depicting my role to be a 
dumb... without saying anything,” Brawner 
said, eliciting laughter. 

Contrary to how he was depicted in the 
movie, he said he was very assertive and had 
even rejected motions for postponement of 
the trial just so the star witness, Diones, who 
was then in the custody of the police, could 


wrap up her testimony. 

On 37th 
year, Reds 
to step up 
attacks 


COMMUNIST GUER- 
rillas, marking the 
37th anniversary of 
Asia's  longestrun- 
ning Maoist rebel- 
lon, urged their 
fighters yesterday to 
step up attacks to 
hasten the downfall 
of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

“Let us accelerate 
the momentum of 
our tactical offen- 
sives" the central 
committee of the un- 
derground Commu- 
mist Pary of the 
Philippines said in a 
message saluting 37 
years of fighting of 
its armed wing, the 
New Peoples Army 
(NPA). 

“We must fight on- 
ly battles that we can 
win,” the message 
said, "We must con- 
ductambushes, raids 
and arrest opera- 
tions in which we 
have the upper hand 
by concentrating a 
superior force and 
taking advantage of 
the element if sur- 
prise." 

The government 
has long accused the 
NPA of extortion and 
economic sabotage, 
and last month, the 
President announced 
the rebels had 
teamed up with 
right-wing elements 
in the military in a 


coup plot she said 
would've destroyed 
democracy in the 
m Philippines had it 

succeeded, AP 
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Palace backing nomination of FPJ as National Artist for film 


MALACANANGISBACKINGTHE Michael Defensor said: “From the she has always been for this.”  rectorin numerous Tagalog classics, ner We have to confer him that as _ tively lobby for his nomination 
Nomination of the late actor and start the President and her Cabi-  Mowelfund executive director “Femando Poe Jt. deserves the an artist and leading stalwart not order not to politicize the event. 
losing presidential candidate Fer- net has supported the nomina. BootsAnsonRoahasnominated Poe respect and deserves the recogni- onlyinshowbizburalsointhearts Despite being a fierce rival in the 
nando Poe Je for the National tion of Fernando Poe Jr. as a Na- among the candidates for National tion if and when the NCCA (Na- and culture," Defensor said. last elections, Defensor said the 
Artist Award for film. tional Artist. Even during the Artist this year for his contribution tional Commission for Culture and- Defensor said that Mala- President considered Poe a “geh 
aard or ee of Staff elections when this was floated, notonlyasan actor butalsoasadi- the Arts) decides thatheisthewin- cafiang, however, would not ac- teman” Gil C. Gabacungan Jt 


When should you start securing your future? 


Your future depends on what you do now. That's why now is the time to grow 

your money faster - with PowerVantage. With a minimum deposit of Php100,000*, 

you can combine accounts, currencies and durations for better earnings, and avail of 
insurance products, standby credit and loans when you need them** 


PowerVantage - more than savings, it's security for your future. 
For details, call (02) 878-9000 or visit www-hsbe.com.ph. 
0r Foren Currency ego. 
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Wouldn't it be nice to wear a sexy bikini for a change when you 
head out to the beach this year? Do this quick test to see how 
bikini-ready your body is. 
READY NOT READY 

Waistline O Slim D Thick 

Abs D Flat D Bulging 

Arms D Slender O Flabby 

Thighs D Shapely D Plump 

Buttocks O Firm D Sagging 
Even if only one body part is not ready, now is the time to decide 
what you need to change and call Marie France. We'll sim you 
down with NO surgery, NO diet, NO exercise, NO pills and 


NO injections. Get ready for summer, call Marie France now. 
You'll love it — so will he! 


Enroll now and get 2 FREE 
PHYSIQUE INCH-LOSS TREATMENT! 


from March 31, 2006 only! 
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Corrections 


| IN THE MARCH 21 ISSUE, a Metro story on Page A14 — “Electric post topples, hits 
I. cruising car in QC" — misstated the plate number of the car that was damaged 
I when an electric post toppled on Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City. The car's 
[; plate number is XK2 909 — not XKZ 990. 
E IN LATER EDITIONS OF the March 25 issue, the front-page banner story — “Bernas: 
They are desperate" — misstated that President Macapagal-Arroyo was seeking to 
amend the 1973 Charter. The President is seeking amendments to the 1987 Constitution 
— notthe 1973 Charter. 
IN THE MARCH 26 ISSUE, a caption of a Page A6 photo accompanying a front-page 
| story — "Museum is living tribute to man truly for others" — misstated the name of 
the Imus bishop. The bishop's name is Luis Antonio Tagle — not Jose Luis Tagle Sr. 
Í, Readers may snd their requests for coef tual ears in ring the Day es PAE. | 
i pine ly Ingres PDI Building, Ching Roces ve comer Mascardo Se, Makat y x Nes 
it Bov-47-94/04; e-mail address: daydesk@inquirer.com.ph. 
Complaints about lad of fairness or Oey may be set to Loma Kalan Tira readers aduer 
cate eu address: readersadvocate@inquirer com. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/94, Attn: Readers Ad- 
Socare. Her phone number is 897-8806 Local 342. 


* Armed Forces and Police Savings & Loan Association, Inc. 


(AFPSLAI) 
(Authorized by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas) 
EDSA cor Col. B. Serrano Rd., Camp Aguinaldo, Q.C. 


NOTICE OF 34th ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


NOTICE IS HEREBY MADE that the Armed Forces and 
Police Savings and Loan Association, Inc. 
(AFPSLAI) vill hold its 34th Annual Membership Meeting on 
29 April 2006, Saturday at 8:00 AM at the Bulwagang Heneral 
Arturo T Enrile (AFP Museum and Multi-Purpose Theater), Camp 
Aguinaldo, Quezon City for the purpose of electing the members of 
the Board of Trustees for the year 2006-2007 and to amend the 
By-laws and to transact other business. 


Registration starts at 7:00 AM and closes at exactly 8:00 AM. 


(Sgd.) Atty. Samuel B. Padilla 
Corporate Secretary 
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| Survey says more Pinoys buck 


Cha-cha but numbers declining 


FILIPINOS WHO DO NOT CONSIDER 
it right to amend the Constitution at 


| this time slightly oumumber those 


who favor amending the document — 
48 percent to 43 percent. 

A survey conducted nationwide by 
Pulse . from Feb. 24 to March 
18 also found that 63 percent of Fil- 
ipinos had "little knowledge, almost 
none or no knowledge at all” of the 
Constitution. 

“Of the 48 percent who deem Char- 
ter change inappropriate at present, 
half (24 percent) oppose it now but 
are open to it in the future, while the 
other half (24 percent) do not see the 
need for Charter change now or at any 
other time in the future,” Ana Maria L. 
‘Tabunda, Pulse Asia executive direc- 
tor, said yesterday in a statement. 

Pulse Asia noted that the number 
of Filipinos against Charter change 


had declined from 55 percent in 
March and October 2005. 

“Between October 2005 and March 
2006, the percentage of those opposing 
Charter change now drops significantly 
in Class ABC (minus 18 percentage 
points) and in Metro Manila (minus 19 
percentage points)," Tabunda said, 

. Conversely, the number of those in 
favor of Charter change has been 
growing. 

In March 2005, only 29 percent of 
Filipinos favored immediate amend- 
ments to the Constitution. This figure 
rose to 36 percent in October 2005 
and to 43 percent this month, accord- 
ing to Pulse Asia. 

“Fewer Filipinos are now for hav- 
ing Charter change sometime in the 
future instead of immediately (24 
percent in March 2006 versus 35 p 
cent in October 2005), while inde 


sion regarding the timing of Charter 
change has dropped (from 16 percent 
to 9 percent between March 2005 
and March 2006),” Tabunda said. 

Regarding those who hardly knew 
anything about the 1987 Constitu- 
tion, Pulse Asia said 28 percent re- 
ported knowing enough, while only 6 
percent claimed knowing a great deal 

‘the Charter, 
se figures are practically the 
same as those recorded in March and 
October 2005," Tabunda said. 

These finding must be music to the 
ears of the proponents of Charter 
change, including President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo and her supporters. 

The survey, which covered 1,200 
representative adults 18 years old 
and above, has a margin of error of 
plus or minus 3 percentage points at 
the 95 percent confidence level 
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of 29 Magdalo 
leaders resumes 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and Tarra V. Quismundo 


AFTER A SIX-MONTH HIATUS, THE COURT: 
martial of the core leaders of the July 2003 
Oakwood mutiny resumes at Camp Aguinal- 
do today at 9 a.m. 

Col. Tristan Kison, Armed Forces Public In- 
formation Office chief, said the appointment 
of a new law member to the court made the 
resumption possible, 


During the proceedings, San Juan was put 
on the witness stand to attest to his continued 
solitary confinement at the Intelligence Ser- 
vice (ISG) Compound in Fort Bonifacio, in de- 
fiance of a two-week-old court order, said Te. 
On March 14, Branch 148 Judge Oscar Pi- 
mentel had directed military custodians to re- 
turn San Juan and a co-accused, 1st Lt. Audie 
TTocloy, to the Custodial Management Unit 
(CMU), a stockade in Fort Bonifacio, where 
several of their colleagues are detained. 


INQ7 columnist 


ordered arrested PIELEA (Go El lig 


By Joel Francis Guinto 
INQ7.net 


A MANILA COURT HAS ISSUED AN 
arrest warrant for INQ7.net columnist 
William "Billy" Esposo over an P11-million 
libel case filed against him by First Gentle- 
man Jose Miguel Arroyo, the columnist's 
lawyer said. 

In a phone interview yesterday, David Nar- 
vasa said Esposo would post bail of P10,000 
today. 

The charges stemmed from an alleged li- 
belous column by Esposo titled “How to solve 
a problem like Mike Arroyo," which was post- 
ed on INQ7.net on July 5, 2004, Narvasa 
said. 

The First Gentleman lodged the complaint 
before the Manila Prosecutors Office last 
‘Aug. 2, 2004. It was forwarded to the Manila 
Regional Trial Court on March 21 this year, 
Narvasa said. 
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‘The last hearing of the case against the 29 


leaders of the so-called Magdalo group that 
staged the aborted mutiny was held on Sept. 
26, 2005. 

‘Kison said Lt. Col. Edmund Janda had been 
replaced by Lt. Col. Ann Escarlan on the rec- 
ommendation of the Judge Advocate General's 
Office (Jago). Janda stepped down as a law 
member on Sept. 26 after one of the accused 
made a “peremptory challenge” against him. 

‘Without a law member, the court president, 
Maj. Gen. Vicente Guerzon Jr., suspended the 
hearing until Janda could be replaced. 

Kison could not say why the appointment 
ofa new law member took so long. 

A total of 96 Magdalo members, including d 
the 29 core leaders, are being tried before a PRADA E esr dis 
military tribunal for conduct unbecoming an i-em [Es 
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officer and a gentleman under Article of War dc e i 
96 and for conduct prejudicial ro good order MEME 3 Five voine 5 n |: 
and military discipline under Article 97 for the aas D i i Se aca a EA i ^ i 
takeover of the Oakwood Premier apartment- — RE 33 ibt e: nmi ences 

hotel in Makati City. They were protesting, EN 
among other things, corruption in the govern- 
ment, particularly the defense establishment. 

“The core leaders are also being tried separate- 
ly on coup d'etat charges in a Makati City court. 

Yesterday, however, only 16 of the 26 Mag- 
dalo members facing coup charges attended 
proceedings at the Makati Regional ‘Trial 
Court, Branch 148. 

"Two of them, Capt. Segundino Orfiano Jr. 
and Ist Le. Billy Pascua of the Philippine Air 
Force, opted to miss yesterday's proceedings 
for the first time, adding to the growing num- 
ber of absentees at every hearing. 

“They asked me to come over for a waiver, 
they did not say why. But maybe it was person- 
al, maybe they wanted to do something else on 
this day so they executed a written waiver” 
said Theodore Te, lawyer of the two accused. 


Separate trial 

Consistently absent from the last four hear- 
ings were Navy Lieutenants Antonio Trillanes 
IV and James Layug and Marine Capt. Gary 
Alejano, among the core Magdalo leaders. 

Five others, Army Captains Milo Maestre- 
campo, Laurence Louis Somera and Albert 
Baloloy, 2nd Lt. Kristoffer Bryan Yasay and Ist 
Lt. Cleo Dongga-As chose not to attend court 
proceedings for he second time yesterday. 

Asked if his clients’ absence may be a form 
of protest, Te said this may well be the case. 

* think that may be part of it, although 
they are not saying it. It can be tiring in terms 
of coming here, and they are very restricted ... 
They are actually detention prisoners, but 1 
would have wished that [there were] digni- 
fied ways of treating them,” Te told reporters. 

‘Te expressed surprise at yesterday's added 
security and identification measures for the ac- 
cused: Each had a green tag pinned to his back 
with the word “Magdalo” and a three-charac- 
ter code of sorts, such as D-17, printed on it. 

Aside from that, they wore the ID cards with 
the same codes that they had been asked to 
wear earlier, after the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines National Capital Region Command 
(AFPNCRCom) took over security arrange- 
‘ments for the Magdalo hearings in February. 

The NCRCom was ordered to tighten securi- 
ty for the civilian court hearings following the 
Jan. 17 escape of four mutineers, including 
three who were on tral in the Makati court. 

Of the fugitives, 1st Lt. Lawrence San Juan 
has been recaptured, while the three others, 
including two of his co-accused in the coup 
d'etat case, remained at large. 

Those who remain free are Marine Capt. 
Nicanor Faeldon who escaped after a hearing 
at the Makati court on Dec. 14, 2005. He was 
recaptured in the company of military prose- 
cutor Capt. Candelaria Rivas last Jan. 27. 

San Juan, Army Capt. Nathaniel Rabonza and 
st s. Sonny Sarmiento and Patricio Bumidang 
Jk escaped from Fort Bonifacio last Jan. 17. 


Job Fiesta at SM Manila 


JOBS AWAIT THE NEW GRADUATES OF 2006 
and other job seekers with the staging of Job 
Fiestal, an intercollege job fair, at the fifth floor 
activity area of SM Manila from March 30 to 
March 31. Admission is fre. 

Over 25 companies are represented in Job Fi- 
estal which is being organized by Colegio de 
‘San Juan de Letran Batch 1981 as well as Mani- 
Ja Rep. Rudy Bacani and Manila Councilor Mar- 
jun Isidro Jr, The event is also being held in 
preparation for Batch’81’s hosting of the Letran 
Grand Alumni Homecoming this November, 

Participating companies include St, Mary's 
Publishing Inc., Metro Inc., Acusys, Conver- 
gys, Jobeity.net, Trabaho.com, OFW Ngayon 
and many more. 

Interested parties may call Ruth or Lita at 
635-2082 or 667-3286, 
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Tax relief Airport cops to probe ceiling collapse i 


for the poor 
: By Nikko Dizon and Gil C. which would have seen two Cebu 


j hardly a source of embarrass- 
nears OK Cabacungan jr. Pacific fights to Hong Kong take ment for the government since 
` off from Naia 3 and return to the it happened while due diligence 
By Michael Lim Ubac ASIDE FROM CONDUCTING ITS terminal the same day. was being conducted to test the 
i ‘own investigation into the col. — In an interview over dzBB ra- facility. 
‘THE HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS lapse of a ceiling at the moth- dio, Cusi said the, incident He said the blame for any 
dommittee has formally endorsed balled Ninoy Aquino Internation- "raise(d) doubts on the work- structural defects would have to 
for plenary approval the pro- al Airport Terminal 3, the Manila  manship (of Naia 3).” BS) be assumed by Takenaka. 
posed reforms in the individual International Airport Authority He sald the airport terminal “The final validation will have 
income tax system aimed at equi- has asked the Philippine National would be thoroughly inspected. to be done in coordination with 
tably distributing the tax burden  Police-Aviation Security Group to "Even if it was expropriated or ‘Takenaka for the guarantees and 
among Filipino taxpayers. conducta separate investigation voluntarily turned over, the war- jpusuceto kick in We dot 
"Ina sponsorship speech yester- to dispel rumors of sabotage. ranty or guaranty (of the contrac- ‘want to lose the guarantees and 
day, Tarlac Rep. Jesli Lapus said “The Miaa is not saying there tor) that it was built in accor- - insurance because we didn't 
the much-awaited House Bill was sabotage. We are asking the dance with the approved plan re- check the facility very well before 
$296 would re-adjust tax brack- PNP-ASG to conduct an investiga- mains," Cusi said. opening,” Defensor said. 
dts to expand the tax base while ie to rule cs pene iy Te beu bind built by Tak- Defensor refused to comment on 
also increasing personal exemp- there was sabotage involve L" enaka Corp., the Japanese com- whether the ceiling collapse would. 
ens and exeapting minimum said Florencio Montalbo Jr, Miaa pany contracted by Naia 3's de- Fest VE Wea ee oies teie hg Nave a beating on bo MA ODE 
swage earners from paying tax on assistant general manager forNa- veloper the Philippine Interna. Ninoy Aquino International Airport in preparation for itsa pensation between the government 
i i " " ling, which was delayed by the collapse of a portion of the " 
income, ia3, ina statement. tional Air Terminals Co. (Piatco) Openings) m pee ora po ‘and Piatco, whose contract to build 
"Tapus said the bill.would give Some 100 square meters of the consortium. tanahal coing: JssYusON and operate Naja 3 was voided by 
taxreliefto Filipinos fromthelow- ceiling at the arrival area of the. It was Takenaka that reported fication of all possible defects in been delayed because we are doing the Supreme Court. 
income groups and “once and for terminal fell to the floor early the ceilingscollapsetotheMiaa. the terminal,” Cusi added. the validation and inspection any- “We're still not talking of the 
il render equity” to the ranks of Monday morning, causingyetan- _ Moncalbo said the Miaa wrote — To Malacafang officiala, the way where we expect to look for money or price of the facility be- 
dasad Pinno whobeartheen. other delay in the opening of the Takenaka yesterday seeking afor- ceiling collapse was also a bless problems Kay before the open- cause we are still talking about 
ate ranforthe country. facility that has lain unused for mal investigation ofthe incident, ing in disguise” and a “temporary ing This is part of the vaidaion the soundness of the infrastruc- 
He pointed outthatitwas high the last five years. The airport authority will also setback.” work,” Defensor said ina presscon- ture,” he said. The Supreme 
audeo vermeni "er. Miaa general manager Alfonso hirean“independent companyto ` “An investigation is ongoing ference in Nalacafiang Court had ordered to government 
fect such situation while making Cusi has created a committee of conduct a separate investiga- and let us not speculate on the When asked if the Palace con- to reimburse Piatco to the tune of 
the individual tax system more Miaa experts to investigate the tion," Montalbo said. Naia 3 incident which is a tempo- sideredtheincidenta"blessingin P3 billion after it expropriated 
equitable and easier to adminis- ceiling collapse. “As we take note of the general rary setback to our plans,” said disguise” because ithappened be- the terminal. 
ter thereby encouraging taxcom- It would coordinate public support for the immediate Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye in forethe terminal was opened and Executive Secretary Eduardo 
pliance." technical group from the Depart- opening of the new terminal, a statement. not after when many people Ermita met yesterday with gov- 
Lapus said the proposal wasa ment of Transportation and Com- there is ‘reason to believe that this Presidential Chief of Staff might have been hurt, Defensor ernment lawyers and technical 
‘just and equitable application” of munication in the overall manag- incident was a blessing in dis- Michael Defensor said the Palace said: “Yes, we can say that. We experts to assess the problem and 
Philippine tax laws and a sensible er of the terminal. guise. No persons were hurt and was undaunted by the structural will not open the airport if there to continue making arrange- 
Hepiogeabresktothe working The incident also prompted this will afford the Miaa an op. fiasco are deficiencies in the construc- ments for the opening of Naia 3 
class and low/middle income Cusi to suspend indefinitely the portunity to cause, through the "What happened will not delay tion side." which, according to Bunye, had 
dus and a ebAüDanbelow. test run scheduled on Friday, contractors concerned, the recti- the opening of Naia 3. Nothinghas He said the incident was been set for “within the year.” 


3 Benguet boy tops 
Panasonic .  4.|PNP graduates 


m ag Be. x 
E B ES] Barca p A NATIVE OF LA TRINIDAD, namling. 
d Benguet topped the 2006 gradu- Number two in the class is 
zn em VERRE ating class of the Philippine Na- Cadet Lemuel Josef J. Clarete of 
tional Police Academy (PNPA), Upi, Maguindanao. He will re- 


accordingtothePhilippine Public ceive the Vice Presidential 
IMPORTANT SERVICE NOTICE Safety College (PPSC). Kampilan Award. 

The top ten in the Bagsay-Lahi Third is Cadet Stephen George 
Jo ae K i dass includes four female B. Antonio of Tadian, Mountain 
Panasonic Philippines notifies the public that we are not allowed to repair cadets. Province. Antonio, 25, the assis- 
" Margarita R. Cojuangco, PP- tant editor of the PNPA’ Kalasag 
Panasonic 900 MHz, 2.4 GHz & 5.8 GHz cordless phones as per regulation by f SC president, said cadet Ben- "magazine, will receive the Secre- 
the National Telecommunications Commission (NTC). Such cordless phones jamin D. Balais would receive tary of Interior and Local Gov- 

: 2 us 7 - the Presidential  Kampilan ernmentKampilan Award. 
are illegal in the Philippines and they may interfere with cellular phones, etc. Award from President Gloria The four female cadets in the 
" z Macapagal Arroyo, the guestof top ten awardees are Cadets 
In this regard, we advise the consumers not to buy 900 MHz, 2.4 GHz & 5.8 pee pea at Quae aue i ae Gaver cE 
i il " tion rites to be held in Camp Calapan City Oriental Min. 
igs cordless phones. All Panasonic cordiess phones distributed by Panasonic Worm ‘Casraeda, Silang, doro, Arlene N. Abuan of 
Philippines comply with the regulation and are type-approved by NTC. Cavite on March 29. Calamba City, Laguna; Anabel 
The 25-year-old cadetistheel- G. Davocol of Balire, Tunga, 
dest among the five children of Leyte and Grace M. Jamila of 

Dimas B. Balais and Nora L. Di- Digos, Davao del Sur. 


Dimaapi; 79 


PAULA GUTIERREZ DIMAAPI, 79, way Lyn, Roly, Romy and Rod. 
of Makinabang, Baliuag, Bulacan Her body lies at their residence in 

died on Monday in a vehicular ac- Makinabang. Interment will be on 

cident. She is survived by her chil- April 1 at 2 p.m. at United Memo- 

ie KX: dren Ricardo, Zenaida, Amelia, Li- rial Park, Taal, Pulilan, Bulacan, 
Digitally ——— 9 E 
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ý "Jésus said to the Jews, "My Father goes on working and so do L 

[15 And the Jews tried all the harder to kill him, for Jesus not only broke 
KX-TCD240 „i the Sabbath observance, but also made himself equal with God, calling 
comes [pe — 3 him his own Father. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, assure you, the Son cannot do anything 
by himself, but only what he sees the Father do, And whatever he does, 
the Son also does. The Father oves the Son and shows him everthing 
he does; and he will show him even greater things than these, so that 
KX-TC2100 you willbe amazed. 
ja meg gaa As the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so the Son gives 
p life to whom he wills. In the same way the Father judges no one, for he 
has entrusted all judgment to the Son, and he wants all to honor the 
Son as they honor the Father, Whoever ignores the Son, ignores as well 
e the Pather who sent him. 
aor 1D Compattia" “Truly, say to you, anyone who hears my word and believes him 
Í| Calerio Memory Sissi "| oaio | osa | Sowas | Sos | S0ationa who sent me, has etemal life; and there is no Judgment for him be, 

Tiger is aR attest tien | 1a miis — | TO maar LL Tause he has passed from death to life, Truly the hour is coming an 
Pintor ines a me ee mu Mun ELIT one has indeed come, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God 
acardaba Customized Finger and, on hearing it, will ive, For the Father has life in himself and he 
Vartk - H > 7 has given to the Son also to have life in himself. And he has empow- 
be T D ered him as well to carryoutJudgment,forheisasonofman. —— 
E ET Do not be surprised at rhis: the hour is coming when all those lying 

ERI E in tombs will hear my voice and come out; those who have done good 
in e E shall rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be con- 
demned. 

Tcan do nothing of myself, and I need to hear Another One ro judge; 
and my judgment is just because I seek not my own will, bur the will of 
him who sent me." 
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Show's axing 
a business 
move — dzRJ 


By Aleuin Papa 


THE MANAGEMENT OF FM RADIO STATION 
dzRJ said the axing of a radio show critical to 
the Arroyo administration was a “business de- 
cision” and that there was no pressure from 
Malacafiang. 

In a terse statement sent to the INQUIRER, 
the decision to cancel “Buhay Manggagawa” 
was a decision “based on our right to repro- 
gram our station when we find it fitting to do 
0, particularly when we believe that the pro- 
gram's content is no longer constructive.” 

The station’s statement also took a potshot at 
members of militant groups. DZRJ has always 
been sympathetic to minority groups that need 
a voice and has never succumbed to pressure. It 
has fought presidents in the past. We gave the. 
Leftists P30 million of air time and they repay us 
by smearing ud in the press, it said.” 

On Monday, the program's host Bernie 
Ramos, a member of a militant group, told the 
Inquirer that “warm relations" between the 
Jacinto family, owners of d2RJ and the family 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo was the rea- 
son for the show's cancellation. 

Ramos also maintained that they tackled is- 
sues which were “constructive” not only fora par- 
ticular sector of society but for the general public. 

“Management said its their prerogative to 
cancel programs that are not constructive. So 
that means issues like wage increases and in- 
creases in electrical bills are not constructive for 
them. But its constructive for all," Ramos said. 

He also said the first wife of Ramon “RJ” 
Jacinto, who runs the station, is a sister of 
First Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo. 

Meanwhile, the militant Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) lambasted the sta- 
tion for canceling Ramos show, as well as an- 
other show "Ngayon Na, Bayan,” saying this 
was proof of government harassment of media. 

“This is government harassment plain and 
simple. Ramon Jacinto, an ally of the Presi- 
dent, eagerly sacked the two hard-hitting pro- 
grams at the mere wish of his patron Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo. He and the administra- 
tion effectively muted two platforms where 
the basic masses particularly the peasants and 
workers can air their grievances and postu- 
late their demands,” said Danilo Ramos, sec- 
retary general of KMP. 

Ramos and his group also called dzRJ as 

“DZ Rotten Journalism." 


Gov't printing office 
slashes costs by half 


FROM BEING AN AGENCY MARKED FOR 
abolition, the National Printing Office (NPO) 
is becoming a showcase for policy reform and. 
success for the Arroyo administration's cam- 
paign against graft and corruption. 

This, according to its spokesperson, can 
now be said of the NPO based on results of the 
latest biddings it conducted and the reform 
policies now in place since the new manage- 
ment took over barely a month ago. 

NPO spokesperson Sofia Tampoc said that 
the results of the latest bidding conducted by 
the agency for carbonless paper, the single 
biggest item on the NPO annual procurement 
plan, saw a dramatic cut in prices by 48 per- 
cent compared to its previous price. 

"The fact that the NPO spent P28 million for 
carbonless paper alone last year, the results of the 
last bidding already meant savings worth P12 
million for the NPO this year,” Tampoc said. 

‘An earlier bidding for White Bristol Board and 
Manila Golden Kraft, two different types of pa- 
pers used by the NPO in the printing of account- 
able and standard forms, also resulted in price re- 
duction by 59.50 and 51.84 percent, respectively. 

For these three items alone, the government 
already saved P12.67 million based on its pro- 
curement record last year, unprecedented in the 
entire 104-year history of the government print- 
ing outfit, the NPO press statement said. 

‘The NPO is under the Office of the President 
through the Office of the Communications Di- 
rector and the Philippine Information Agency. 

A few years ago, then Budget Secretary 
Emilia Boncodin called for the abolition of the 
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arch 30 - April 2, 2006 
Event Highlights 


Over 100 companies from Guangxi China, 
shdweasing over 2,000 products packed 
Into 2,700 sq. meters of exhibition space 
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‘Gov't faces jobs deficit ... 


From page Al 

Clarence Pascual, a senior re- 
searcher at the Labor Education 
and Research Network 
(LEARN), yesterday said that 
the jobs created actuaily fell 
short of the government's target 
of generating 1.5 million jobs a 
year until 2010 so that the un- 
employment rate could be 
brought down. 

Pascual pointed out that the 
surge in the number of underem- 
ployed persons—those who are 
seeking additional jobs aside 
from the ones they already 
have—tha became evident in 
2005 was carried over in January. 

Pascual explained that if the 
number of underemployed was 
added to the 2.8 million jobless 
3.9 million if those not actively 
seeking jobs are included), there 
would actually be more than 10 
million Filipinos, out of a 36-mil- 
lion workforce, who are looking 
forwork. 

“This does not include men 
and women who leave the labor 
force in the absence of clear job 
prospects,” he said in a state- 
ment. “Clearly, the government 
faces a jobs deficit of crisis pro- 
portions.” 

Rene Ofreneo, director of the 
School of Labor and Industrial 
Relations at the University of the 
Philippines, said the numbers 
clearly showed that employment 
in the formal sector was shrink- 
ing and employment in the infor- 
mal sector of the labor market 
was growing.” 

“In other words, jobs in those 
areas of the economy that con- 
tribute to economic growth are 
deteriorating while more and 
more people are being employed 
ona part-time basis doing menial 
jobs in agriculture and household 
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work,” Ofreneo said. 

He said around 65 percent of 
the country’s workforce was em- 
ployed in the informal sector. 

In a commentary, the Philip- 
pine Business Leaders Forum, 
part of the Economist Intelligence 
Unit, said a significant number of 
jobs had been lost in the construc- 
tion, health, manufacturing and 
mining sectors. 


Loss in key areas 

“These are key areas in asset 
formation—including social as- 
sets as well as fixed assets—and 
the decline would appear to place 
the country in further jeopardy,” 
the commentary said. 

NSO data showed that the fish- 
ing sector lost 5,000 jobs last year, 
mining 9000, manufacturing 
18,000, health and social work 
32,000, and construction 73,000. 

The area that saw significant 
employment growth last year was 
farming, hunting and forestry 
where 479,000 jobs were creat- 
ed, followed by private house- 
holds which contributed 102,000 
net new jobs. 

"Whether these are salaried 
jobs or subsistence employ- 
ment (where people are paid in 
rice or corn) is not spelled out 
but we suspect much of it 
would be the latter," the com- 
mentary 


Part-time jobs growing 

The NSO reported that 
parttime jobs increased by 
651,000, which accounted for the 
bulk of new jobs. Unpaid family 
workers posted an increase of 
389,000 or 52 percent of net job 
creation while number of 
own-account workers rose by 
263,000. 

The Forum commentary said: 


“Altogether, these numbers do not 
suggest to us a picture of robust 
economic health but rather indi- 
cate employment degrada- 
tion—higher status jobs being 
lost and replaced by low paying 
ones—and migration to subsis- 
tence employment.” 

Danny Edralin, chair of the Al- 
liance of Progressive Labor, said 
the concentration of employment 
gains in low-productivity and 
low-pay sectors such as agricul- 
ture and private households indi- 
cated "poor quality of job cre- 
ation." 

“The government's publicity 
machinery claimed success in em- 
ployment generation but deliber- 
ately evaded the fact that part-time 
jobs accounted for the bulk of new 
jobs created,” Edralin said. 

“The current jobs crisis has 
been festering in the last seven 
years as labor has been left be- 
hind in the current growth cycle," 
hesaid. 


Jobless growth 

Unemployment increased 
along with the growth in the 
gross domestic product (GDP), 
according to Pascual. 

Government data showed that 
unemployment rose to 11.8 per- 
cent in 2004, easing slightly to 
113 percent last year GDP 
growth accelerated from 3.3 per- 
cent in 1999 to 6.1 percent in 
2004 but decelerated to 5.1 per- 
cent in 2005. 

"The flip side of rising unem- 
ployment and GDP growth is im- 
proving labor productivity. In- 
deed, labor productivity has 
been rising since the mid 1990s 
in contrast to the trend in the 
1980s and early 19905," Pascual 
said. 

Edralin lamented that the ris- 


ing labor productivity did not 
translate into higher wages and 
family incomes because of soar- 
ing unemployment. 


Family income shrinks 

The overall index of compen- 
sation in establishments with 10 
or more workers has been flat 
over the last 10 years, he said. 
‘The index for the manufacturing 
sector shows a steep drop during 
the same period. 

The latest data also showed 
that the average family income in 
real terms shrunk 14 percent be- 
tween 1997 and 2003 despite the 
steady rise in productivity. 

“Labor is condemned to lurch 
from one crisis to the next,” said 
Edralin. 


Mission critical jobs 

Ofreneo said the loss of “mis- 
sion critical” jobs was becoming 
serious in many sectors of the 
country’s economy. 

“A lothas been said and written 
about the loss of health profes- 
sionals in this country,” he said. 

“Now, we are starting to hear 
about the impact the loss of pi- 
lots, in particular captains, and 
engineers from the aviation 
sector." 

The president of Philippine 
Airlines, Jaime Bautista, warned 
thecompany's $1-billion, six-year 
expansion plan could be cut back 
ifthe airline failed to halt the exo- 
dus of pilots. 

Some 140 senior pilots and 
over 1,900 aircraft mechanics 
have left for higher paying jobs 
overseas in the last five years. 

From 2003 until the end of 
February this year, PAL lost 78 of 
its senior pilots to foreign com- 
petitors. Reports from AFP and 
Jerome Aning 
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“This is plain harassment. They 
want this comer for the commercial 
malls, with the intention to create a 
concrete jungle at the expense of 
ecology and the environment,” Mani- 
la Seedling Bank president Lucito 
Bertol told the Inguinen in an inter- 
view. 

He said the foundation was ex- 
empted from all forms of taxation, 
duties and imposts by Proclamation 
No. 1197, issued by former President 
Ferdinand Marcos on Sept. 7, 
1977.Half a million seedlings could 
become homeless once the founda- 
tion is ordered to vacate its 7-hectare 
office cum garden on the corner of 
Edsa and Quezon Avenue. 

The city treasurer had auctioned 
off the prime property in December 
ast year, after serving a final note on 
delinquency to the foundation for 
failing to pay its property taxes from 
1978 to 2005. 

Since no one made a bid, the city 
stands to assume ownership of the 
property, unless the Manila Seedling 
Bank manages to pay its dues, includ- 
ing interest and fines, before a 
mandatory one-year redemption pe- 
riod. 

The redemption period lapses in 
December. Should the foundation fail 
to settle its obligations until then, the 
city automatically acquires the prop- 
erty, Endriga said. 


No notice for taxation 

According to Berol, the Manila 
Seedling Bank has not received any no- 
tice for taxation the past 28 years, until 
Endriga served a statement in October 
2005, saying the foundation had failed 
to pay real property taxes from 1978 to 
2005 totaling P59 million. 

"We have never been charged any 
real property [taxes]. This is the first 
time Quezon City has tried to collect 


from us," Berto said. 

Endriga dismissed Presidential De- 
cree No. 1197 exempting the founda- 
tion from tax duties, saying it had 
been nullified by more recent laws, 
among them the Local Government 
Code, that declares any commer- 
cial-use property taxable. 

He said the Manila Seedling 
Bank—which had been propagating 
and giving free seedlings for refor- 
estation for almost three 
decades—was considered commer- 
cial, since it leased out the property to 
tenants, such asa florist's shop. 

Endriga added that the property 
was actually owned by the National 
Housing Authority, with which the 
foundation is entangled with in an 
Ownership squabble that has been 
brought to court. 

He said the city had been serving 
its tax notices to the NHA for the 
longest time, but no one had been 
paying the taxes. It was only recently 
that the city treasurer's office under- 
took measures to recover the unset- 
tled obligations. 


Henry Sy interested 

According to Endriga, many devel- 
opers are “very interested" in the prime 
property, particularly Henry Sy who 
has signified his intention to bid for it. 

Already, plans are afoot to convert 
the area into a commercial complex, 
with a high-rise condominium and 
parks, as part of the city’s "Central 
Business District" project. 

"Putting up a mall is not among the 
initial plans since it might compere 
with SM City North Edsa (which Sy 
also owns)," Endriga said. 

The CBD spans the North and East 
"Triangles that are bounded by East 
Avenue, Edsa, North Avenue and El- 
liptical Road, including the Veterans 
Memorial Hospital 

1f plans push through, and the city 
secures a presidential proclamation 


declaring the area a business hub, thet 
city will open to developers several! 
hectares of prime property, which willi 
be infused with as much as P1 billion] 
capital for development. 


No green spot 

"(This will] spell the demise of that} 
green spot right in the heart of thej 
‘metropolis that acts as a giant sponge} 
tin purifying the polluted atmospheres 
in the area,” the Manila Seedling} 
Bank said in a statement. i 

The foundation helped in the refor- 
estation of the La Mesa Dam Water- 
shed, Marikina Watershed, Meralco 
Jalajala project, Mt. Samat Agro 
forestry project, Philippine Nuclear, 
Power Plant project, Bataan Industri 
al Tree Plantation and the Mountain 
Resort in Baras, Rizal. 

Endriga said the development of. 
the Manila Seedling Bank property 
was by no means final, There was still 
the slim possibility that the founda- 
tion would pay up, he said. 

Tn fact, the seedling bank was iden- 
tified as one of the “challenges” to the 
development of the area, according 
to a primer on the CBD obtained by 
the INQUIRER. 


Talk to the President 

Other possible stumbling blocks in- 
clude the large number of informal 
settlers and a standing contract be- 
tween NHA and New San Jose 
Builders Inc. and Robinson's Land, for 
the lease development of a 37-ha 
property near the MRT depot. 

The city is already in talks with the 
NHA for a possible joint management. 
of the CBD, Endriga said. 

Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr, on 
the other hand, is on the verge of 
bringing the matter of the CBD Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, he said. 

“Considering that the President is 
preoccupied, we need proper timing 
{for the proposal,” Endriga said. 
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PETA wins special prize 
from Japan Foundation 


THE PHILIPPINE EDUCATIONAL building of its Theater Center. 
‘Theater Association recently re- — The group has just built a The. 
ceived the Japan Foundation Spe- ater Center and School with the 
ial Prize for Culture and Ars, the support of local and foreign fun 
first time that a Philippine organi- ders, particularly the Inter-Church 
zation orindividualwassoaward- Organization for Development Co- 
ed by the 33-year-old Japanese operation (ICCO) of the Nether- 
non-profit cultural organization. — lands which undertook the funding 

PETA was cited for “caning out ofa major part ofthe project: 
educational and community-build- Since 1979, Peta has been work- 
ing efforts through its theatrical pro- ing with many Japanese organiza- 
ductions” and undertaking "collabo- tions and individuals, starting with 
rative initiatives with artistic and — the Kuro Tento or Black Tent Theater 
civic groups in Japan and many oth (BTT), through a regular exchange 
er Asian countries. of artists and co-productions. 

The foundation. also cited the Peta has also developed lasting and 
theater group for having played meaningful ties with individual 
a key role in the formation of an Japanese artists, educators, advocates, 
Asian art network.” students and community folk. Regular 

‘The award came with a P1 mil- exchanges continue to this day with ‘ A 
lion monetary gift which Peta the annual Asian Peoples Theater EMPEROR'S HAND. Cecilia B. 
said it would use to complete the Workshop thatbegan 10 yearsago. „ Garrucho, president of the 

i Philippine Educational Theater 
Quake hits but causes no damage ^ae pete 
congratulations of Japan's 

A STRONG EARTH- sion of two fault part of the Pacific Emperor Akihito and Empress 
quake shook the cen- lines. Some after- "Ring of Fire” where Michiko on behalf of PETA, which 
tral Philippines early shocks were expect- earthquakes and vol- won the Special Prize for Culture 
yesterday, but there ed, he added. canic activities are and Arts given by the Japan 
were no immediate ‘The Philippines is frequent. Foundation. 
reports of damage or 
injuries, the govern- 
ments earthquake M 
TIE S 1^ Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

The magnitude5.1 Waai '] Your effective foundation in passing the RN-NCLEX < 
temblor occurred at 3 3 Bachelor of Science in Business Admin. 


7:43 am. and was Major: Business Management + Entrepreneurship « Marketing 


yu tsa 5 Bachelor of Elementary Education 


Jose town in Mindoro * Ñ Area ‘of Concentration : Math * Science + English 
Occidental province. 2 į Bachelor of Secondary Education 
Seismologist Ric E. MES #2 Major: Math * Science + English ; " 7 
Mangao of the Philip- 
pine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seis- 
mology said the epi- 
center was 21 kilome- 
ters (13 miles) below 
the earth's surface, 
relatively shallow but 
not powerful enough 
to cause a tsunami. 
He said the tremor, 
which was felt at the 
popular resort island 
of Boracay, was 
caused by the colli- 
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Eradicating poverty 
a ‘utopian dream,’ 
says antipoverty exec 
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areonlya 
few meters 
away from 
the 
mudslide 
thatburied 
productive with just P500.” w 
But he pointed out that be- : 
ing poor should not be taken 
"negatively" because even “the 
Bible praises being poor, and it 
even calls the poor ‘children of 
God.” 


“Proprosperity’ 

Ampatuan would rather call 
the government's antipoverty 
program a "proprosperity" 
program because, he said, 
these projects were aimed at 
preventing more Filipinos 
from falling below the poverty 
line. 

As many as 21 million Fil- 
ipinos live below the poverty 
line, per the NAPC estimate. 

Ampatuan said at least half 
of the P35-billion fund for 
pump-priming (or P17.5 bil- 
lion) had been set aside for 
antipoverty programs, mean- 
ing the government would 
spend P833 a year (or a little 
over P2 a day) for each poor 
Filipino. 

He said the government 
preferred strategic interven- 
tion—or helping the poor in- 
directly through social ser- 
vices projects and food subsi- 
dies—over giving money di- 
rectly to them because it 
would have “a very negative 
implication in terms of val- 
ues” and promote mendican- 
9 


mance [of the economy], a lot 
of our countrymen will conti 
ue to be poor. We have to ap- 
preciate that we canriot totally 
eradicate poverty. We cannot 
eradicate it, but we can man- 
“ageit.” 
‘To prove his contention 
1 that the total eradication of 
poverty is a pipe dream, Am- 
patuan cited the existence of 
poverty in the United States 
as well as in other developed 
countries in Asia and Eu- 
rope. 

t appears to be common 
practice among administration 
officials. 

In January, Augusto Santos, 
director general of the Nation- 
al Economic and Development 

| Authority, said the "poorest of 
the poor" were not easy to find. 
in Metro Manila. 

"Al modern cities in the 
world have pockets of poverty 
within them, and thats not 
easy to locate. Even in rural 
areas, it’s hard to say if a fami- 
ly is going hungry just by 
looking at their house," San- 
tos said. 


Brightand not 
Ampatuan, who belongs to 
a politically influential fami- 
ly in Maguindanao, attribut- 
ed the futility of fighting 
poverty to the poor them- 
selves. 
“Our people have different 
“ levels of skills. Some are indus- 
trious, some are lazy; some are 
bright, some are not too bright; 
some have advanced skills, 
some have poor skills,” he said. 
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thought she would not survive but she did. 

Sandy said that when he failed to find his 
mother at the landslide area, he went to 
Barangay Malibago because he was told this 
was where the retrieved bodies were 
brought. 


Like fish 

* really broke down when I saw the naked 
bodies, including my mother, lying on the cold 
cement floor. I was tom to pieces, he said. 

"Giunsa man ni ninyo akong nanay ug 
tanang patay, mora man ug mga isda sa 
tiangge gipanglaray. Daghan kaayong mga 
tawo nagtan-aw morag mopalit ug isda. Wala 
man gani salipdi bisag panapton (What have 
you done to my mother and all the fatalities? 
They are like fishes in the marker, being lined 
up. The many people were looking at them as 
if they were going to buy fish. They were not 
even covered by a piece of cloth),” said Sandy 
amid sobs. 

St. Bernard Mayor Maria Lim, who was al- 
so crying, apologized to Sandy and to the oth- 
er relatives of the landslide victims. 

“Tm very, very sorry. The tragedy was so 
huge, we didn't know what to do. I, for one, 
admit that | didn’t know what to do,” Lim 
said. 


"I forgot 

When asked about the 
threshold level or the daily 
spending of a poor Filipino, 
Ampatuan was clueless. 

“I hope I have that data. T 
forgot the threshold,” said the 
man whom President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo named to the post 
‘eight months ago. 

His staff had to scramble for 
a computer to get at the pover- 
ty threshold, which has been 
setat$laday. 

In January, Santos said the 
Neda was getting inputs from 
the NAPC to ensure that its 
list of indigents was "credi- 
ble.” 


Let’s be realistic 

Ampatuan added: “It 
doesn't mean the Filipino is 
lazy, but there is truth to that. 
There is reality that some peo- 
plecannot get out of it because 
of their own personal account. 
Let's be realistic about it. Look 
at your neighbors and how 
they conduct their lives, and A 
how another neighbor can be Movingon — 

Ten students from Guinsaugon, who were 
studying in Cebu when the tragedy hap- 


GATEWAY TO GUINSAUGON was lined with children looking on at a procession of rescuers: 
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Good Samaritans who descended upon this barangay in a remote Southern Leyte town. eDinweasns 


pened, offered flowers at the cross, which was 
put up as a memorial two weeks after the 
tragedy. 

Four of them, who graduated this month, 
offered their graduation hats by placing them 
at the footof the cross. 

In his homily, Maasin Bishop Precioso Can- 
tillas asked the relatives to pray and to move 
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on because their loved ones were already in 
heaven. 

^] urge you to pray for their sacrifices, Like 
Jesus, who sacrificed [His life] for us," said 
Cantillas. 


Boy, 5, electrocuted 

Danger, however, still lurks in the disaster 
area, 

In Barangay Hinabian, 5-year-old Jodel Te- 
Jen was killed and his older brother Jonathan 
was injured on Friday when they washed 
their feet in a stream, not knowing that a live 
wire was in the water. 

Jodel was buried at the Barangay Catmon 
Cemetery on Saturday morning while 
Jonathan, 17, was recuperating at the district. 
hospital in nearby Anahawan town. 

"The boys’ parents and six other siblings had 
been staying at the Barangay Catmon Elemen- 
tary Schoo! since killer landslides wiped out 
neighboring Barangay Guinsaugon on Feb. 17. 

‘The Telens were among the evacuees from 
Barangay Hinabian after their village was de- 
clared among the disaster-prone areas in St. 
Bernard, 


Their turn to cook 

According to their neighbor Carpo Nato- 
nio, Jodel, Jonathan and their father, Mario, 
left the evacuation center for Hinabian in the 
afternoon of March 24. 

“The two boys went to gather firewood be- 
cause it was their turn to cook, while Mario 
wanted to graze the cow. 

Mario stayed behind and told his sons to 
head back to the evacuation center, said Nato- 
nio. 

On their way back to Catmon, Natonio said 
the two passed by a stream to wash their feet, 
not knowing that a live wire from a mini hy- 
dro electric power was in the water. 


Burned fingers 

Jodel was the first to dip his foot and re- 
ceived an electric shock. Jonathan tried to 
pull his brother out of the water but was 
thrown off by the tremendous electric shock. 

Bro. Hansel Mapayo, one of the religious 
volunteers at the evacuation center, said 
Jonathan had been under observation by the 
physicians although he remained weak and 
suffered burns in his fingertips. 


Check live wires 

Upon hearing of the news, Gov. Rosette 
Lerias ordered the Southern Leyte Electric Co- 
operative to check their electric lines in 
barangays declared disaster areas, as well as in 
evacuation centers to avoid similar incidents. 

Mapayo expressed his sadness, saying the 
incident could have been avoided if the evac- 
uces had not returned to their villages since 
these areas had not been declared safe. 

Still, some went back during the day either 
to tend to their farms or to graze their farm 
animals and returned to the evacuation cen- 
ter in the afternoon. 

Those staying at the Catmon Elementary 
School were evacuees, mostly farmers, from. 
Barangays Magatas and Hinabian that had 
been declared disaster areas following the 
landslides at Guinsaugon. 
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BIR files P78-M tax case vs accused smuggler, sis Cus 


By Armand N. 
locum 


Lee were signatories of 
the tax return forms. 

In a recent Senate 
hearing, the names of 
Lee, Lucio Lao Co and 
Vicky Toh surfaced as 
among the country’s 
allegedly big-time 
smugglers with pur- 
ported links to First 
Gentleman Jose Mi- 
guel Arroyo. 

Last year, the BIR 
filed tax evasion cas- 
es against Lee's al- 
leged dummy 
firms—Columbia 
Sports Phil, Nitoka 
Industrial Corp., Mit- 
suko Phil. Corp. and 
the Pine River Inter- 
national Corp. 

In October 2005, 
however senior state 
prosecutor Edwin S. 
Dayog dismissed the 
Pi5i-million ^ cas 
against Columbia, say- 
ing those charged 


have denied the payola 
allegation. 

"| have not seen 
even a centavo from 
that supposed payola,” 
Gonzalez said. He de- 
nied knowing Lee or 
that anyone from 
Malacafiang had called 
him to intercede in 
Lee's case. 

Lee was arrested in 
early March and 
charged with smug- 
gling and for corrupt- 
ing a public official af- 
ter he allegedly at- 
tempted to bribe the 
arresting officers. 


The case caused an 
uproar after a Quezon 
City _ prosecutor or- 
dered the release of 
Lee. The prosecutor 
amended the release 
order after the arrest- 
ing police officers com- 
plained and fied 
charges against Lee 
‘who is now out on bail. 

Ina telephone inter- 
view, Chief State Prose- 
cutor Jovencito Zufo 
said he and DOJ prose- 
Curs would meet 
with the BIR to expe- 
dite the resolution of 
all cases against Lee. 
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THE BUREAU OF IN- 
ternal Revenue yes- 
terday filed another 
tax-evasion case 
against — suspected 
smuggler Samuel Lee 
and his sister Thelma 
for allegedly under- 
stating almost a bil- 
lion pesos worth of 
importations in 2001 
and 2002 to evade 
the payment of P78.4 
million in taxes. 

At the same time, 
prosecutors at the 
Department of Jus- 
tice said they would 
be meeting with BIR 
officials to expedite 
the resolution of the 
four tax-evasion cas- 
es against Lee that 
were filed last year. 

In the latest case 
against Le, operatives 
of the BIR's Run After 
Tax Evasion (RATE) 
program said Lee and 
his sister, who are pres- 
ident and vice presi- 
dent, respectively, of 
Mania — Hometexile 
Inc (MHD), had de- 
dared 
P34 milion in 2001 
and P976,123 in 2002. 


The BIR asked the 
DOJ to reconsider its 
decision on the 
Columbia case amid 
reports of a P10-mil- 
lion bribe being paid to 
the justice department. 
Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez and Dayog 


Perjury, too 

Buta check with the 
BIRs audi informa- 
on, tax exemption 
and incentives division 
showed that the fim. 
had made impora- 
tions of PVC materials, 
‘woven fabrics and PVC 
leather, among others, 
amounting to P4311 
million and P5557 
million in 2001 and 
2002, respectively 

"Initial findings dis- 
closed that MHI wil- 
fully and deliberately 
understated the 
amount of its purchas- 
es and importations 
cms” the BIR said in the 
tax complaint it fled at 

the DOJ yesterday! 

The underdedam- 
tion of the business 
transactions by the MHI 
resulted in tax deficen- 
des of P437 million 
and P346 million in 
2001 and 2002, respec- 
tively ora total of P78.4 
million, the BIR said. 

MHI, which has 
been in operation since 
1997, isengaged in the 
manufacturing, buy- 
ing, selling, importing 
and exporting of tex- 
tiles, supplies, tools, 
machines, appliances 
and equipment. 

Apart from the 
charge of tax evasion, 
the BIR also slapped 
the Lee siblings with 
perjury charges for 
‘willfully fling’ the 
MHI income tax re- 
turnsin 2001 and 2001 
"containing false infor- 
mation regarding its 
sale, income and pur- 
chases.” The BIR said 
Samuel and Thelma 
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Govt operating like an employment agency E 


From page Al David said “the idealsizeisnot aimed at professionalizing fur- the noncareer service categoryas © Women accounted for 53 tration. 
of the nature of politics where something that anybody can say ther the civil service. political patronage persists as a percent of the bureaucracy, espe- — e The bureaucracy was pre- 
you're paying back political debts First, because there are agencies - David recalled forwarding to stumbling block.” cially in Regions 1,3, 4,5,6and dominantly run by Roman 
or kawawa naman ‘yung mga that are understaffed and there Malacañang what she called a "con- “This was most evident in local 11. Catholics who numbered more 
anak Weg na nating tanggalin” are agencies that are over. tract” requiring all presidential ap- government units, which em- Men outnumbered the females than 1.16 million. 
David said. staffed.” pointees to government-owned and ployed more than 118,000 or in Metro Manila, Region 12 and All other religions like Protes- 
That is why, David said, "ineffi- Tatad, who served as informa- -controlled corporations (GOCCs) 60.6 percent of the total mumber the Autonomous Region in Mus- tants, Islam, Iglesia ni Cristo and 
ciency has never been checked. tion minister during the martial to be career service eligibles. of noncareer employees nation- lim Mindanao. Born-Again groups were measly 
Why? Because the Constitution law years, said Filipinos “need a The plan, a brainchild of David wide. A large contingent of the Itwas in national government represented. 
aides fr security oftenure.” smaller leaner, but more efficient and then Budget Secretary Emilia. LGU workforce were ether casu; agencies that the presence of 5 
But “security of tenure is not and effective government whose Boncodin, supposedly Covered all als or contractuals at over 94,000 women was strongly felt (59 Public school teachers 
the “problem "The problem standards of performance and executive branch managers from or 80.1 percent, Presumably percent). But they accounted Public school teachers, at more 
is thore'sno clear monitoring of pay are comparable with those of the rank of director 1 to under- these were political protégés who for just 33 percent of the work- than 30 percent of the entire 
performance,” David said. the private sector.” secretary. did not meet the qualification force in GOCCs and 42 percent workforce, have remained the 
“Today, government remains the "Government must not try to — However, after more than standards prescribed by the CSC in LGUs. largest occupational group in the 
nations bagest employer claiming do what the private sector can do three years, Malacafiang has not for the regular positions.” The Muslim culture, prevalent civil service. 
morethan 60 percent ofthenation- at lower costs and better We decided on the so-called con- ` in at least two regions in Min- The CSC said “the education 
al budget for salaries alone,” point- must privatize every office or tract. Merit and fitness danao, continued to manifest sector, which always ranked high 
al budget for salaries alore uad function that can be privatized, David is appalled at the inac- The CSChas reported that “be- reservations in allowing women ip the governments priority list, 
in his book “A Nation on Fire." Ad professionalize every office tion, seen by some CSC insiders cause of continuing effortstopro- to engage in work, thus the pref- cannot be sacrificed to operate 
ofS computer giant) Mi- or activity that government asanother example of theadmin- fessionalize the bureaucracy ca. erence for men with a limited workforce.” 
crosoftwouldhavelonggoneun- chooses to retain.” istration’s outrageous inefficien- reer employees far outnumbered Leadership, direction and con- — "Thus, despite the prevailing 
der if it spent this much on per- The state, the ex-senator as. Cy noncareer personnel." trol were strongly held by men. economic difficulties, they 
sonnel,” Tatad wrote. serted, “must not employ more Despite the letdown, the CSC “This translated to a total of The fact remains that in the bu- (teachers) were a perennial ex- 
"'The opposition stalwart noted people or spend more money or has not lost its grip on the cam- more than 1.25 million (86.5 per-reaucracy, executive and man- emption from any streamlining 
that “almost every business firm time than the private sector paign to professionalize the civil cent) being ‘employed on the ba- agerial positions are their do- policy, which prohibits filling 
has been forced to retrench, but would otherwise hire or spend on service. sis of merit and fitness, thereby main. up positions or hiring. Conse- 
Wovemmentconómuestogrowin particular office, projector pro- The executive department had enjoying security of tenure. In py quently, their count continu- 
the opposite direction—without gram.” asked the commission to give pri- contrast, 13.5 percent or over Disparity ously increased,” the commis- 
any corresponding growth in _ “The bureaucracy must be iso- orityto the lower levels in its on- 194,000were employed basedon The disparity "might be sionsaid. 
quality of its service or person- lated from polities to ensure the going program. factors other than the usual test worked out with the issuance of Female teachers reigned 


nel." continuity of programs, while ‘of merit and fitness,” the CSC CSC Memorandum Circular No. supreme in numbers at more than 
‘When interviewed last Novem- maintaining the highest levels of Three levels said. 8, which seeks to promote gender 80 percent of the total teaching 
ber, David acknowledged thatthe professionalism and patriotism. ng strategy, David said, as- In the 1999 study, the com- equality at all levels in the civil positions 
commission had yet to come up Every President is free to appoint _serting that for the CSC campaign mission said the bureaucracy service, more specifically in third Many of these teachers were 
Sensei pdated and official his Cabinet and key political ad- to succeed all three levels should had achieved a high degree of level positions. between 51 and 55 years old but 
count of state workers. isers. But the bureaucracy as be equally and adequately cov- professionalization considering — e A majority of state person- those in their 30s were not far be- 
‘The 1.4 million-plus total is “as such should not be treated as po- ered. the high percentages of perma- nel belonged to the 36 to 40 age hind. 
goodaswe can guess Davidtold litical plum by every incoming | Inthe civilian bureaucracy the nent and career service employ- group, but their median age was Like the teachers, the hiring of 
the INQUIRER. administration. It should be an- "first level" groups clerical, ees. 41. Philippine National Police per- 
Swerableonlytocivilservicelaws trades, crafts and custodial ser- — "This means the prescribed — This implied that at most, sonnel was never stopped despite 
Ghost employees and not to the caprices of every vice positions. standards for positions particu- theyhave24moreyearstoserve the stingy government budget, 
reer SC aet nare did not in- new set of power holders, This is Professional, technical and sci- larly in the firstand second levels the government before retire There, ar, wore than 115,000 
aue Coen reasons a stl] the only way to bulda strong bu- entific positions belong to the are met by the incumbents. How- ment and will benefit from PNP members. 
undetermined number of "ghost reaucracy and a highly competi- "second level.” ever, it is saddening to note that training and other human re- Tn her 10-point agenda, Presi- 
employees in various national tive private sector," Tatad said. "Ehe “third level” refers to the in the managerial echelon, more source development interven- dent Macapagal-Arroyo vowed to 
and local government offices na- career executive service or man- than halfof occupied careerexec- tions given them. streamline the civilian bureaucra- 
tionwide. Contract agerial positions. A litte over 40 utive positionsare held bynoneli- © At least 77 percent of gov. cy to make government services 
In the absence of a data base, The CSC, which has quasi-judi- percent of the 6,000-plus third — gibles. ernment personnel were married, more. efficient. 
he absence oa tat eked cialpowers,isbenton profession. level posts are still held by Itwould have been more moti- Seemingly, more married work, Howetes fit ot clear how far 
into the irregular practice and the alizing the bureaucracy, but there —"noneligibles." vating for the rank and file to per- ers pursued government service government will go in trimming 
inte itng government losses, fi. are times the executive depart- Its an entirely different story form under the helm of people because itconnotes stability. down bureaucracy's excess fat. 
nancial or otherwise. ment unreasonably blocks its ef- in the first and second levels who likewise have met their re- © On the average, a govern- What's clear is that ordinary 
‘One hundred five years after forts. where "eligibles" hold at least 80 spective qualification standards,” ment employee stays in the ser. employees, not political ap- 
the country’s civil service was for- — Like in 2002 when the commis- percent of positions. the CSC said. vice for at least 16 years, meaning pointees holding managerial 
mally established, the ideal size sion and the budget and finance The commission has acknowl- many of them were recruited dur- positions, will bear the brunt 
may erate has yer to be departments banded together edged that its professionalization Women ing the last years of the Marcos of the next streamlining pro- 
set. and came up with a scheme efforts “have not reached far in Other CSCinventory findings: regime and the Aquino adminis- gram. 
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Mercury in Sorsogon bay a hoax, says 2nd UP study 


A SECOND TEST BY UNIVERSITY OF THE 
Philippines scientists had validated earlier 
findings that Sorsogon and Rapu-Rapu Island 
in Albay ore safe from mercury contamina- 
tion, 

The UP-Natural Sciences Research Institute 
(UPNSRD study dated March 24 and made 
public by Sorsogon Gov. Raul Lee late last 
week tested water sediment samples, The 
first UP-NSRI study, issued earlier this month, 
tested surface water and fish samples. 

These two studies, according to Lafayette 
Philippines in a press statement, confirmed 
the five earlier tests done by the Bureau of 
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Fisheries and Aquatic Resources all showing that the mer- 
cury contamination in Sorsogon, as claimed by antimin- 
ing groups and blamed on Lafayette's Rapu Rapu project, 
never existed. 

‘The hoax, however, hurt Sorsogon's own fishermen as 
people stopped buying fish, Lafayette said. Lee, Albay 
Gov. Fernando Gonzalez and other Church and local 
politicians have mounted a campaign to inform their con- 
stituents thatit is safe to eat locally caught fish. 

The Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Albay, led by Vice 
Gov. James Calisin, had also asked the National Bureau of 


Investigation to identify the people who submitted con- 
taminated fish samples to BFAR. 

BPAR's adverse findings on these fish samples were 
eventually used to fan the hoax. But BFAR had said these 
findings were not scientifically reliable since it was only 
those who submitted the fish who knew where, when and 
how the samples were taken. 

‘The company had said it could not have caused any mer- 
cury problem since it does not use mercury in its operations. 
and Rapu Rapu, where it operates, has no mercury problem 
atall. Rapu Rapu is across the sea from Sorsogon. 
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The rational choice 


HAT WOULD IT REQUIRE FOR THE ADMINIS- 

W tration to obtain constitutional change by means 

of a people's initiative (ironically an effort made 
possible not by the people but by politicians)? 

Three legal somersaults would be needed. The first en- 
tails the application of a law which the Supreme Court 
has declared unconstitutional, at least with respect to the 

provisions governing people's initiative 
EDITORIAL and the Constitution, and which the 

Commission of Elections has been “per- 
manently enjoined” not even to consider. The second re- 
quires overturning generations of constitutional law by 
upholding the exotic interpretation that a bicameral leg- 
islature ceases to be bicameral when tackling constitu- 
tional amendments, even though the Constitution man- 
dates the two chambers to vote separately on all other 
matters. And third, the Supreme Court would have to re- 
pudiate its previous decision, which is always a possibili- 
ty, but potentially risky for the reputation of its members 
and the institution itself. 

‘Then the cooperation of the Comelec would be needed. 
Chair Benjamin Abalos says the Comelec will cooperate. 
However, during his confirmation hearings, Romeo 
Brawner said that in the absence of an enabling law, the 
Comelec has no choice but to throw out any petition con- 
cerning a people's initiative. Between the two of them, 
who is to be believed and who is believable? Abalos? At 
the very least, the country can kiss any chance of the 
Comelec redeeming its reputation goodbye. Of course, 
armed with a convenient Supreme Court reversal, the 
Comelec would have no problem cooperating with the 
administration. But that is presuming the Court will cave 
in. 

Next, the well-grounded suspicions of the citizenry 

* would suddenly have to disappear. The public would 
have to be convinced that President Macapagal-Arroyo 
isn’t interested in avoiding a second round of impeach- 
ment efforts. And that she hasn't at least toyed with the 
idea that with vastly concentrated powers between 2007 
and 2010, she would be poised to continue her political 
career as prime minister after that. The country would 
have to accept that our present crop of congressmen and 
governors deserve an extra term without going through 
an election. 

Finally, matters would have to be resolved in a 
plebiscite, which will be hounded with controversy. Un- 
leashing the floodgates of patronage will only discredit 
the voting process even further; and with every institu- 
tion—the executive, Congress and the judiciary—so bad- 
ly compromised by the effort that the entire mechanism 
of government might just break down. If patronage be- 
comes widely perceived to be an instrument for cheating, 
then the temptation for the Armed Forces to resolve the 
situation becomes irresistible. The AFP cannot endure be- 
ing suspected of being used as an instrument for electoral 
manipulation yet again. 

‘The desire of many Filipinos from all walks of life and 
various political camps to reexamine the constitutional 
structure of our national and local governments can’t be 
ignored. The real question is whether the means adopted 
by the administration will foster reforms and result in an 
improved constitution accepted by the people. We do not 
see how the effort being pushed by the President’s min- 
ions will do that. 

The effort now underway takes too many shortcuts and 
employs too many tactics that are contemptuous of the 
Constitution and public institutions to achieve a healthy 
and unifying change for the country. But all along, the 
simpler option of calling a constitutional convention has 
been there. Resisting the call for a convention only under- 
scores the widespread belief that this option is unpopular 
with the politicians because it offers very little by way of 
protecting the vested interests of those who are now 
holding office. 

When people say a constitutional convention would be 
too expensive, they mean it offers little by way of political 
payoff. When they say it will take too much time, they 
mean time that is at a premium for a beleaguered admin- 
istration, We do not think it is fair, proper or decent to 
hold the future of the country hostage, because of the 
partisan needs of the President or her supporters. The 
Senate has already said it would support a constitutional 
convention, Much of the public would prefer one, too. 
The only risk a convention poses is to the timetable of 
last-termers already in office and the President herself. 
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1 THINK THE RESIDENTS OF A CITY OR 
municipality should be the ones who should 
decide whether or not they should have 
jueteng—renamed Small Town Lottery—on 
the streets where they live. The Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office, much less the new 
gambling lords, has no right forcing people to 
accept gambling in their neighborhoods even if 
they (the residents) don't want it. And I say 
hooray to Mayor Feliciano Belmonte for stop- 
ping the operations of STL in Quezon City. In 
the first place, Quezon City is not a small 
town—it is a big city—so the Small Town Lot- 
tery is out of place there, ha, ha, ha. [n the sec- 
ond place, no government agency can operate 
a house of vice in just any place without the ap- 
proval ofits residents. Can the Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) set up a drug den 
anywhere at its pleasure? Can the government 
grant franchises to prostitution houses to sell 
their wares in any neighborhood? The people 
of Quezon City, Lam sure, support their mayor 
in fighting the STL in their midst. 

Already, the PCSO and its franchise holders. 
are behaving like the Mafia dons and the gang- 
sters of old by fighting City Hall and the people 
who do not want gambling invading their 
neighborhoods. The Philippines is so big that I 
am sure the vice lords can find other places. 
where the residents will tolerate gambling; 
they don’t have to force themselves into areas 
where residents abhor it. 

And the PCSO, Malacafiang and Interior 
Secretary Ronaldo Puno and Presidential Chief 
of Staff Mike Defensor, and especially Presi 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, are taking the people 
too much for granted by allowing STL any- 
where there is an applicant for a franchise. Is 
our nation now being run by gangsters and 
vice lords? 

1 think that there should be a plebiscite in 
any place where the PCSO intends to set up an 
STL operation wherein the residents will be 
asked whether or nor they agree to allow gam- 
bling in their midst. 


IFIRST HEARD MON DAVID SING LIVE SOME 
years ago at a jazz festival in Galleria. A series 
of jazz artists was scheduled to perform there 
that month, and Mon appeared with the group 
that included Cooky Chua with Affinity, Mish- 
ka Adams with the Blue Echoes, and several 
others. I had heard Mon sing before, of course, 
‘on CD. But 1 wasn't quite prepared for the real 
thing. 

Mon sang "Nature Boy" and a couple of oth- 
er songs. “Nature Boy,” written by E. Ahbez, 
was originally sung by Nat King Cole but was 
popularized by the movie “Moulin Rouge” 
which had just played to local movie houses a 
year or so before. It's the song where you find 
the lines, "The greatest thing you'll ever learn/ 
Isjustto love and be loved in return.” 

Mon sang it with remarkable silkiness and 
depth, his voice breezing past the highs and 
lows like a bird winging blithely through the 
gullies and hills of a shimmering landscape. 
You knew you were in the presence of talent. 

That is not so easy to say in a country teem- 
ing with talent, or indeed with musical genius- 
es. “Genius” is not a word I am using too loose- 
ly here, especially so in a festival that show- 
cased it in all its resplendence. With Mon, as 
with other musicians who have mastered their 
craft, you are no longer looking at virtuosi- 
ty—they are past that. You are looking at 
artistry. You are looking at, or hearing, some- 
thing that goes beyond the instrument they are 
playing, whether that is keyboard, or strings, 
or voice. There is a point at which the instru- 
ments begin to act independently of their play- 
ers, becoming incantations that allow music to 
leap to life and bedazzle us. 

T remembered this after I read on our front. 
page last week that Mon had won the London 
International Jazz Competitions last week. I 
know only as much of the details as the other 
readers of our newspapers; he won't be back 
till next week. He opened with a few bars of an 
ethnic tune, shifted a cappella to “Nature Boy,” 
and went to sing "Someone to Watch Over Me” 
and “Lullaby of Birdland.” Mon himself would 


By the way, Puerto Princesa Mayor Edward 
Hagedorn is being rehabilitated as a deodorizer 
of STL after two Palace running dogs, Puno and 
Michael Defensor (Ignacio Bunye is the third), 
grabbed the top spot from him. Hagedorn had 
gone home to Puerto Princesa, glad to be rid of 
the monkey on his back, when GMA followed 
him there the very next day to sweet-talk him 
into coming back. Defensor, one of the dynamic 
duo who ousted Hagedorn, quickly issued a 
statement from Malacafiang saying that “we re- 
quested (Hagedorn) to continue to implement 
anti jueteng operations, in particular, STL as a 
parallel (effort) to compete with and kill 
jueteng.” 

Actually, Hagedom was not happy over the 
way his formula for fighting jueteng was cor- 
rupted by the PCSO to favor the jueteng lords. 
His original idea was to provide alternative jobs 
to the thousands of cobradores and cabos who 
would be made jobless by the closure of jueteng 
operations. The ideal was to give them other 
means of livelihood, but since the administra- 
tion is not imaginative enough to create new 
jobs, the compromise was to operate—tem- 
porarily—a parallel STL to wean them and the 
public away from jueteng. Otherwise, they 
‘would continue to work for the jueteng lords 
while they conducted guerrilla operations. 

But his recommendation was to have local 
government units (LGUs)—not private fran- 
chise holders, who would most likely be the 
old jueteng lords or their dummies—operate 
STL, with local officials and employees, police- 
men and military personnel, and even provin- 
cial officials and congressmen, getting a per- 
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say later, “I was in a trance.” A feeling all true 
artists know whatever the profession. Which 
includes sports: Basketball players themselves 
talk of being “in the zone,” a reference to the 
‘Twilight Zone, where strange and often magi- 
cal things happen. At one point, Mon said, he 
knewhe had connected with the audience, and 
the music, or muse, which or who are one and 
the same thing, just took over. 

What can I say? I wasn't all that surprised it 
happened. With talent like that, you knew Mon 
was going places. Our common friends would 
later tell me he is living proof of Edison's apho- 
rism that genius is 99 percent perspiration and 
1 percent inspiration. He believes in hard 
work, and buckles down to it every day. You 
can't find someone with more discipline, a 
friend tells me. At 52, he's still trying earnestly 
to learn, he's still trying to get a crack at perfec- 
tion. Of course, few of his friends will agree the 
inspiration is just 1 percent. Sheer industry 
doesn’t always do the trick. 

On top of everything, it couldn't have hap- 
pened to a nicer guy. A well-known and re- 
spected fixture in the jazz landscape, having 
played practically all the jazz joints in this 
country, Mon is one of the most laid-back and 
‘unassuming creatures you can hope to find. To 
say that he does not announce his presence 
with trumpets is to understate things. He hov- 
ers in the background, is quick to smile, and 
presses his conversation gently. There must be 
something to that Biblical story about the ex- 
alted being humbled, and the humble exalted. 
Tm happy for him. 

‘And for the countless other musicians of this 
country whose stock has suddenly increased 


centage of the net income, with the remainde} 
going to their constituents in the form of soc 
services. That way, the officials and employee 
‘wouldn't be tempted to accept bribes from col 
orum operators and instead fight them whol 
heartedly because the more the colorums e 
into the income of the legal STL, the less theit 
percentage shares would be. 

As for the betting public, they would prefe 
to place their bets with the LGU-run STL rath 
than with the colorums because their beth 
would go back to them in the form of social ser- 
vices, Besides, the draw would be held in thé 
public plaza where everybody could watch, ab 
against the colorums which draw the winning 
numbers in secret. Thus, there would be nà 
cheating. 

Instead of following Hagedorn's recommen 
dations, however, the PCSO, because of lazi 
ness, just threw the right to operate STL to any 
applicants for franchises who can pay the mil- 
lions they are asking for. It is noteworthy that 
the PCSO does not ban the old jueteng lordé 
from applying for franchises. They don't even 
have to use dummies; they can operate in their 
‘own names. The only consideration is money, 
money, money. Bong Pineda has already beet 
reported in the newspapers as having cornered 
the STL operations in Pampanga and neighbor 
ing areas. 

Thus, the PCSO and Malacafiang are rel 
warding the jueteng lords. They are teachin 
‘our people that "crime pays" and that the ol 
accepted lesson that "crime does not pay" 
not true anymore. Furthermore, they teach u 
that “if you violate a law long enough, the go 
ernment would get tired and legalize that 
crime.” 

Thus, the disappointed Hagedorn immedi 
ately went home to Puerto Princesa. The Presi- 
dent, however, wisely realized that STL would 
stink to high heavens and asked Hagedorn to 
deodorize it. But how can he do that unless she 
tells the PCSO to follow his original proposals 
tothe letter? 


by leaps and bounds, with, I can only hope, the 
most salutary effects on their livelihood. I'm 
especially happy that Mon did well in a jazz 
competition, recognition in that one field of 
music having eluded us thus far. We already 
have a Cecile Licad in classical music, a Lea Sa- 
longa in musical theater, and countless divas in 
pop songs, all storming their world with their 
abilities. Ie’ time we had someone doing that 
for jazz. If I know Mon, he would be first to 
balk at being putin the same class as Licad and 
Salonga, but what the heck, he deserves it. As 
do some of the truly brilliant jazz artists in our 
midst, who are barely able to eke out a living 
playing their kind of music. 

‘There are too many of them, but some of 
those I do know who easily qualify in that class 
(my monumental apologies to those I do not 
know) are Tots Tolentino, who plays magnifi- 
cent sax, Joey Quirino, Butch Saulog, Ria Vil- 
lena Osorio, keyboard players all (Ria, a UP 
music grad, ísa prodigious composer as well as 
player; 1 saw her recital last year which fea- 
tured her compositions from ethnic to jazz to 
classical, and she's only in her middle 2051), 
Aya Yuson, Johnny Alegre, Mike Villegas and 
the great Noli Aurillo, guitar players all ( once. 
heard Noli play the entire orchestral arrange- 
mentof Paul McCartney's “Live and Let Die" on 
solo guitarl), Colby de la Calzada, Dondi 
Ledesma, Simon Tan, Louis Talan, bass play; 
ers, and Koko Bermejo who plays drums with à 
frown of concentration on most of these bands 
and poses puzzles and musical quizzes with & 
smile of delectation afterward. 

It just breaks the heart to see them play tọ 
half-empty (and that would be lucky!) jazz 
joints, which themselves are disappearing 
faster than the musicians can play their notes. I 
can only hope Mon David's breakthrough will 
spark a resurgence of sorts, awaken interest in 
the kind of music they play, break the carapace 
of indifference or even hostility to music that 
actually asks the listener to listen, 

Strange and magical things do happen in 
the zone, 
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UNFORTUNATELY, THERE COULD NOT HAVE 
been a worse time to launch the people's initiative 
campaign to revise the Constitution than now, 
‘when other options for Charter change and/or for. 
an early exit of President Macapagal-Arroyo ap- 
pear to have closed. 

‘There are in reality two parallel campaigns un- 
der way. The first seeks to revise the Constitution 
with the aim of replacing the presidential system 
with the parliamentary system. The second, 
which calls for less fundamental changes, seeks to 
cut short the President's term at the earliest possi- 
ble time, if not immediately. 

‘Some citizens, worried over the political and 
economic consequences of the seemingly endless 
stalemates, have begun to see that these two 
trends could be rechanneled toward a conver- 
gence at a middle ground, that is, a historic com- 
promise that will put to rest the issue of the legiti- 
macy of the Arroyo presidency, and restore politi- 
cal stability. But the voices searching for the elu- 
sive so-called “middle ground” are so few that 
their forlorn voices are drowned by the clam- 
orous political rhetoric. 

Among these voices can be counted former 
President Fidel Ramos, who has proposed since Ju- 
y last year a timetable for a shift to the parliamen- 
tary system by June 2007 (a few months from 
now) that could at the same time open a face-sav- 
ing exit for President Arroyo; and Sen. Edgardo 
Angara, who only last March, proposed a joint res- 
‘olution ofthe House and the Senate that would en- 
able Congress to amend the Constitution but limit 
the changes to revamping the Commission on 
Elections and cutting the terms of both President 
‘Arroyo and Vice President Noli de Castro to extri- 
cate the nation from its gridlock. As Angara put it, 
“If we agree on this with the House, we will file a 
joint resolution to shorten the term of both the 
President and Vice President so that it will usher in 
a fresh election. Then the question of legitimacy 
and mandate will be laid to rest.” 


WHEN A MARRIAGE BREAKS DOWN AND THE 
principals go the court, both parties always claim 
they're looking out for the best interests of the 
children, the real "innocent parties” caught in the 
crossfire between the estranged spouses. 

So it is with Chinoy couple W. and N., whose 
10-year marriage is in its death throes. Married in 
1995, W. and N. have been separated since 2003, 

| when W. “secretly” filed a petition for nullity, al- 
leging psychological incapacity on N.s part be- 

"case of the following reasons: she could not get 
along with her mother-in-law (his mother), she 
was a compulsive shopper bent on squandering 
his earnings, and she had been unfaithful. 

"The last accusation N. simply laughs off. "How 
could 1 be having an affair when I'm with the chil- 
dren 24/7?” she asks. Since she got married, says 

*N., she's devoted her life to maintaining her mar- 
riage and family, looking after her three children, 
ages 10, 8 and 6. 

But she easily concedes the first ground. From 
the beginning, N. admits, she and her mother-in- 
law have been at loggerheads, but she believes it 
would have been the case whoever W. married 
"He's the eldest child and only son," N. explains, 
but even given traditional Chinese mores, what a 
psychologist called the “symbiotic ties” between 
Wand his mother is something else. 

‘As the years passed, and the children were 
born, W., despite a promise he made soon after 
the wedding, continued to insist on living in the 
family compound with his parents (his father 
died in 1999). N. stepped up her campaign to get 
W. to move to a separate dwelling, but as W's 
mother boasted: “You cannot take my son away 
from me because he was born from my birth canal 
and he suckled at my breast.” Why the old woman 
insisted on keeping her son's family so close to 
her is mystifying, since she also alleged that every 
time she caught sight of N., she would feel palpi- 
tations and her blood pressure would rise. 

“| GAVE it my best try” N. says of her attempts 
to salvage her relationship with W. 

‘They went for marriage counseling not just 

once but several times. At first, they went to see a. 
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No sooner had Angara released the trial balloon 
than it was shot down by his Senate colleagues 
who have formed a solid phalanx to oppose a pro- 
posal by Speaker Jose de Venecia who has lined up 
most of the House behind a resolution seeking the 
convening of the two chambers as a constituent 
assembly to revise the Constitution. The option of 
‘constituent assembly has already hit an impasse, 
and so has the option of convening a constitution- 
al convention, favored by the senators. 

Both Ramos, Angara and the few who are at- 
tracted to the idea of a shift to the parliamentary 
system and at the same time cutting short Ms Ar- 
royo's term by 2007 share the same objectives. An- 
gara's proposal seeks in effect a snap election, an 
objective of the militants in the streets. What's sad is 
that the motives of those who share these basic ob- 
jectives—a system shift and early exit for Ms Ar- 
royo—have become suspect. They are suspected of 
promoting self serving political agenda, a suspicion 
that sidetracked serious examination of the merit of 
the proposals as a way to end the legitimacy crisis. 

‘The impasse between the two Houses over 
Mode 1, the constituent assembly, and Mode 2, 
the constitutional convention, drove the Presi- 
dent to the third option spelled out in the Consti- 
tution: a people's initiative. This was the last card 
played to break the impasse. 

‘Two other options—both outside the constitu- 
tional framework—to put an end to the legitima- 
cy crisis have been tried and failed. These are 
people power to force the President to resign and 
a coup d'etat. These two modes appear to have 
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priest, but W. stopped showing up when he felt 
the priest was “favoring” N. Then they started 
seeing a psychiatrist who had been recommend- 
ed by W's friends, but again he called a halt to 
the sessions when the psychiatrist told N., “You 
don't need to see me, it's your mother-in-law 
‘who has problem.” 

Friends with Couples for Christ scheduled a 
counseling session with some “elders” to get 
W. and N. to work things out. When the situa- 
tion had been diagnosed as stemming from 
N's continuing unhappiness at being under 
her mother-in-law’s thumb, “W. promised in 
front of the elders that he would buy a house 
and that we would live on our own,” recalls N. 

But once again, W. reneged on his promise, 
and in frustration, N. pleaded for a “cooling 
off” period of six months, moving into a con- 
dominium unit owned by her own family and 
took the children with her. W. showed up some 
time later, begging to be taken back, and for a 
while, N. allowed him to move into the condo. 
TT turns out, though, that it was around this time 
that W. decided to file a petition for nullity. N. 
found out about his plans only after she read the 
contents of his secretary's notebook, where her 
husband had detailed, among others, plans to 
hire a private investigator to monitor her activi- 
ties, have her phone tapped and transfer stocks 
and other conjugal assets and properties to 
"dummy" individuals and groups. 

‘While the petition for nullity was still pending 
in court, W, through his car dealership company 
and his secretary, claiming to be the owners of the 
two notebooks, filed a case of theft against N. Ona 


fizzled when not enough people massed in the 
streets to unseat the Arroyo administration and 
the military proved to be divided. This division is 
bad for the government because it means that it 
rests on a fragile foundation of military loyalty to 
constitutional civilian authority. 

The next question is, if the people's initiative 
fails as a constitutional remedy, where does the 
crisis move? Back to the streets? Another coup 
d'etat? Is it reasonable to redirect the crisis back 
to the two other blocked modes of Charter 
change? This means that the failure of the people 
power and coup options may have opened the 
way to a historic compromise. Can the Senate and 
the House and the President negotiate the terms 
of Charter change under Modes 1 and 2? 

When the peoples initiative campaign was 
launched, the President and her opponents began 
to stonewall on maximalist positions. The Presi- 
dent's maximalist position is that she serves out 
her term until 2010. She insists on shifting to a 
parliamentary system, and has given hints that 
the question of cutting short her term might be 
considered in the transitory provisions of a new 
constitution 

The maximalist position of her equally uncom- 
promising foes is that she has to go at the earliest 
possible time. They have no patience to wait even 
until 2007. But they have a problem. They don't 
have the force to carry out their demand or to 
drag her out of Malacafiang feet first. 

Thus, the crisis has arrived at a showdown of 
two maximalist positions. It has reached a dead- 
lock that gives urgency to the search of a middle 
ground for a political compromise. The people's 
initiative has brought this issue to a head. 

Compromise is not possible when the opposing 
sides are not willing to abandon their conviction 
that winning political conflicts in a democracy 
‘means that the winner takes all. The obvious nego- 
tiating point that has emerged from these stale- 
mates is the terms of settlement of the 2007 exit. 


Friday afternoon, while N. was in a hospital look- 
ing after her ailing father, police showed up with a 
warrant of arrest for N., and it was only after her 
lawyers feverishly worked out bail that she nar- 
rowly escaped spending the weekend in jail. 

But it would not be the end of the harassment 
that N. underwent. W. filed a case of "kidnapping" 
against her, claiming she had spirited out the chil- 
dren without his consent. In January 2004, as N. 
was preparing to move into her parents’ home, W. 
‘walked into the condominium unit where N. was 
staying and, over the objections of the maids and 
the children, proceeded to take everything in it, 
including appliances and even their clothes. 
Some time later, he managed to open their safety 
deposit box and took everything in it, including 
heirloom jewelry that had been given to N. long 
before her marriage. 

Friends would later tell N. that W. had vowed 

“to strip N. of everything, including the children." 
He also added that he would be "willing to sacri 
fice this family if N. continues to refuse to bow 
down to my mother” 
‘THE LATEST legal skirmish in their annulment 
case involves the amount of monthly support 
that W is obligated to provide. While N. has de- 
manded P80,000 a month, W. appealed—and 
the judge agreed with him—to slash the 
amount to P35,000, less than half what N. 
asked for. W, or rather, his mother, has also 
‘committed to pay for the children’s education 
and health needs. 

At present, W. also enjoys custody of the 
children on weekends, although the children 
themselves allegedly told the judge hearing 
the case that “you can't force us to see our fa- 
ther if we don’t want to.” 

A mutual friend recently approached N. and 
told her to seek the help of the media allegedly 
because “knowing W, he is beginning to think 
that it would be far cheaper to hire someone to 
kill you than have to keep paying” his way 
through the legal system. 

1f that's true, then this case of warring 
spouses goes far beyond the private sphere. 
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WHILE BROWSING IN THE CANNED GOODS 
section of Rustan's Supermarket recently, 1 saw 
someone going through each and every can of 
sardines on the shelves. Frustrated, he caught @ 
clerk and asked if they carried "Mabuti" sardines. 
Now that was a name I have not heard in a long 
time. The young clerk had never heard of it and 
looked at the customer as if he came from Mars. 
‘Then, I heard the man exclaim, “Ano ba itong si 
Mommy, parang naglilihi.” He then wondered 
whether there was such a brand, so 1 answered 
that it was a brand familiar to old people. 

‘We used to have Mabuti sardines in our pantry, 
a regular supply from the late E. Aguilar Cruz 
who gifted my parents with these slim, rectangu- 
lar golden cans with the distinctive "Mabuti" 
trademark screaming in red on the top. Mabuti 
sardines were imported from Portugal. They were 
made specifically for the Philippines and could 
not be acquired anywhere else in the world, not 
even in Portugal where they are presumably 
canned under a different name. 

Browsing through pre-war Philippine maga- 
zines make me see the food my parents and 
grandparents ate, the products they used, and 
even the cod liver oil they were forced to take as 
children. Cod liver oil now comes in jelly-like cap- 
sules and was something I fed my dog. In ancient 
times, this came in a bottle whose box carried a 
famous picture of a fisherman in a raincoat carry- 
ing a giant cod. This was known as Scott's Emul- 
sion and it was familiar even in Rizal's time. We 
are told that when he was holding clinic in Dapi- 
tan, he would always prescribe "Emulsion de 


Then there are familiar brands still extant on 
grocery and sari-sari store shelves today, like Bear 
Brand Milk. These now come in cans and blue te- 
trapaks, but in my youth, the cans were wrapped. 
in brown paper. In my childhood, some people 
still called Bear Brand under its Spanish name 
“Marca Oso.” 

1 was amused to find Bear Brand advertise- 
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ments in the 1926 Philippines Free Press and I 
couldn't help copying out the text of one ad that 
claimed: “Bear Brand Milk is the milk of the 
healthiest cows in the world, the cows of the 
beautiful valley of Emmenthal, Switzerland! For 
the sake of your children's health as well as yours, 
insist on this brand—the guarantee of whole- 
someness as well as purity" How come it never 
crossed anyone's mind why the bear on the trade- 
mark feeds her cub with canned cow milk from a 
bottle complete with a "nipple" or chupon? This 
was obviously the age before the breastfeeding 
campaigns that insist that breast milk is best for 
baby. 

‘Today we have different kinds of milk that 
come in liquid and powdered form. We cannot 
even imagine the days when there were other 
choices for milk. Apolinario Mabini was partial to 
carabao milk, and after his exile in Guam, he 
feasted on tainted gatas kalabaw in Manila and 
died of cholera. 

Milk was such an issue in the late 19th-century 
Philippines that one of the research papers Anto- 
nio Luna undertook after he returned from his 
studies in the Institut Pasteur in Paris was on the 
purity of carabao milk. Cow milk was given such 
a premium that cows were imported from abroad 
and were considered newsworthy. One of the 
headlines in the January 1926 Philippines Free 
Press was "A King comes to the Philippines." It 
was not human royalty but a cow. King Prospect 
Bonheur was a Holstein-Freisian bull, with pedi- 
gree from Segis Pietertje Prospect, the world's 
greatest milk producing cow which allegedly av- 


'eraged 100 Ib of milk per day for two years. Less 
than one percent of the 25 million cows in the 
United States at the time produced 100 Ib of milk 
in any single day during their entire productive 
life. The rich product of this "Queen of Milk” (one 
wonders whether there is a "King of Milk?) was 
packaged and known under the Carnation brand. 
So this King Prospect, at eight months old, was 
the “youngest of the royal family” The cow was 
imported by Don Tomas Rosales y Requena of 
Cotabato. Does this royal cow still have descen- 
ants in Mindanao? That's another story. 

A researcher in the future who will go through 
my papers in the archives of the University of the 
Philippines will find a lot of notebooks and note 
cards filled with obscure information like the 
above. There is so much useless information lying 
around and it takes some skill to weave all these 
loose strands into one coherent narrative. I have 
made a career from Rizal's notebooks, and some- 
one in the future can make another career on my 
notes alone. Some samples: I have notes on 
Dwight E. Davis who is a forgotten name to Fil- 
ipinos except for the coveted Davis Cup given out 
for tennis. Davis was former US secretary of war 
whose portfolio at the time included the Philip- 
pines. Davis himself was one of the first three de- 
fenders of the trophy; later there were the Aragon 
brothers who competed for the cup. 

‘There is a whole card on Isabelo de los Reyes 
whose photograph appeared in the 1926 Philip- 
pines Free Press. De los Reyes was shown posing 
with his 23rd child! There are also quotable quotes 
on his being an anarchist and details about how he. 
made a living by organizing weekly dances where 
the daughters of laborers (he was a labor leader) 
worked as “bailarinas” who were paid 10 centavos. 
per dance. He also owned a shooting gallery with 
air rifles. Oh, if only the world appreciated useless 
information, I would be rich. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu 


Chopsticks tax 


IN 2000, THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROG- 
ram ranked the Philippines 77th among 174 nations with the 
human development index (HDI), a composite measure that 
looks at how nations fare in terms of economics and social 
pues. That yer: China lagged far behind us, ranking 
99th. 

By 2005, we had dropped to 84th while China had 
climbed to just a 
notch below us, 
ranking 85th. 

‘These shifts in the 
HDI rankings should 
alert us to the need 
to look at how China 
is pursuing its devel- 
‘opment, and see 
what lessons we might pick up. 

English? 

‘Two weeks ago, [wrote about how we waste so much time 
debating on whether to use English or Filipino in schools as a 
key to national development. I argued that the way to go is to 
start with local languages (Tagalog in Tagalog areas, Ce- 
buano in Cebuano areas) and then move on to teach stu- 
dents a national language, Filipino, and later offer English 
and other foreign languages as options. 

Priority to a national language was the choice many coun- 
tries took in our part of the world, and now they're reaping the 
benefits. Contrary to popular misconceptions, we can and 
should teach the sciences and math in Filipino and local lan- 
guages. That was the way Japan progressed, as did China. 

Now comes news that China's education ministry wants to 
offer English in primary schools. Their education minister 
first announced that some 100 million Chinese schoolchil- 
dren would learn English. The vice minister announced the. 
next day that actually there would be some 300 million chil- 
dren benefiting from the English lessons. 

How did the public react? Hong Kong commentators, al- 
‘ways outspoken, criticized the move, saying China didn't 
need 300 million speakers of English. A few million would 
suffice, they pointed out, mainly to be able to conduct busi- 
ness with the world and pick up their technology. 

Thats food for thought. I know that the Philippines has a 
different situation, with the way we're trying to export work- 
ers and get more of the outsourcing market, such as call cen- 
ters, but I've already written about how we need to improve 
our standards not just for English but also for science and 
technology, and we can't do that if we continue to have a 
muddled language policy, one which has left Filipinos profi- 
cient neither in English nor Filipino. 

‘in my last column on language, I pointed out that once we 
learn to respect ourselves, especially with a hational lan- 
guage, the world will begin to talk with us, rather than to us. 
Note that even as more Chinese learn to speak English so 
they can move their nation forward, people elsewhere are 
now scrambling to learn Chinese. In London, 40 primary 
schools have already entered into a twinning program with 
counterparts in Beijing, so their students can communicate 
by computer and teach each other English and Chinese. Last 
month, Gordon Brown, Britain's Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer (more or less equivalent to the US treasury secretary), 
visited China and said that he expects every schodl in 
Britain rom the primary to university level —to find a Chi- 
nese "twin" within the next five years. 

Environment-friendly taxes 

Let me get back to China, to another rather unique aspect 
oftheir development strategy. Their Finance Ministry recent- 
ly announced a package of new consumption taxes that will 
go into effect in April. One of the measures calls for a new 5 
percent tax on disposable wooden chopsticks. With China 
producing some 45 billion pairs of chopsticks each year, that 
could mean a lot of revenues. But that is not the main reason 
for the new tax. 

To produce all those chopsticks, 25 million trees are 
chopped down each year. Chinese officials recognize that 
there are long-term costs for this massive use of trees, and 
hope that the additional tax sends a message to people about 
the need to reduce their use of disposable chopsticks. Besides 
the chopsticks, wooden floor panels will also be taxed 5 per- 
cent, again a bid to save trees. 

“The new taxes have elicited mixed reactions. Environmen- 
tal activists are skeptical, pointing out that chopsticks and 
wooden floor panels aren't the main reason for deforesta- 
tion. One irreverent Internet blogsite on environmental eco- 
nomics asked if a toothpick tax was in the offing. 

But the new tax measure has impressed other environ- 
mentalists as a sign that the Chinese government is seriously 
looking at how environmental degradation might derail its 
plans for development. 

“Together with the chopsticks tax, China is also increasing 
taxes on cars with engines bigger than 2 liters, the rate to in- 
crease from 8 percent to 20 percent. On the other hand, cars 
with engines between 1 and 1.5 liters will have their taxes 
cut from 5 percent to 3 percent. New taxes will also be im- 
posed now on various fuel products. 

China is now the world's third biggest vehicle market, af- 
ter the United States and Japan. The cars account for a third 
of China's total oil use, and is a major contributor to air pol- 
lution. 


Pinoy 


First World 

The adjustments on car taxes have a strong environmental 
component, but these tax reforms are also meant to reduce 
the conspicuous consumption among China's new rich, 
which has contributed to growing social discontent as the 
gap between the rich and the poor widens. China's develop- 
ment has been phenomenal, but some 200 million Chinese 
stil live on less than $1 a day. 

Besides the hike in luxury car taxes, there will now be a 
20-percent tax on luxury watches. Yachts and golf equip- 
ment will now be taxed 10 percent. 

It looks like China is indeed serious about pursuing a de- 
velopment strategy that’s well described in its China Mod- 
ernization Report 2005, a study put together by Chinese ex- 
perts from various fields: 

"China must follow a way of co-ordinately developing its 
industries and agriculture, improving ecosystems in the pro- 
cess, adopting high technologies along with appropriate 
ones and pushing forward its national economy in line with 
globalization.” 

T know that sounds like a lot of rhetoric, but recent devel- 
‘opments around the use of English in schools, and the new 
environment-friendly taxes, do suggest the Chinese govern- 
mentis serious about getting on the right track with develop- 
ment. 

"What does strike me, too, is the Chinese's conservatism 
when it comes to projections on their economic develop- 
ment, The China Modernization Report estimates that China 
could become a "moderately developed country” by 2050, 
and a developed country by 2080. 

Compare all that to our President announcing, several 
times now, that the Philippines will become a First World 
country in 20 years, if we stay on track with her economic 
program, including her new taxes and now, Charter 


change. 
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Not all Indians are into 5/6 / Lue Neither absolute nor weaponless 


u 
LETTERS CONTRARY TO AMANDO DORO- freedom, or any freedom for that 
[FIND IT RATHER IRONIC THAT their own opinion into the article, m nila's claims in his March 10 col- matter, is not absolute. Itis limited 


a day after a documentary about something Iwas once told isa big This is in reaction to the special umn, the pressis nota weaponless by other institutions and/or the 
Indians living in the Philippines no-no in newswriting. series on illegal moneylenders. institution. Neither is it correct to overall society's right to exist. 
was shown on TV—which I felt T wonder what the objective of (PDI, 3/15, 16/06) Illegal lending See say that it has no means to vio- President Macapagal-Arroyo 
helped clear up some misconcep- the series was? Has the 5/6 opera- has been going on for a long time x lence. Just like any democraticin- made the right decision in issuing 
tione/racist attitudes toward tion gotten so oppressive that the here in Bacolod City. You can see A leader like Joshua stitution, ifwrongiy and recklessly Proclamation 1017. Her perfor- 
them— find an article calling  Inoumen felt the need to run ase- Indians, Pakistanis, ete. on motor- used, the press could be detrimen- mance, past and present, is more 
hem as "foxy foreigners” who rieson it? Didnotthe Inqurenedi- cycles with their Filipino collec THE MOST SERIOUSISSUETHAT tal to the survival of society. trustworthy than the perpetually 
"gallop all over town and prey on tors consider the series impact on tors or alalays every day They go divides ourcountrytodayisthele- The space in his column would destabilizing, poor performance 
"Sa Papino vendors" (PDI, the lives of ordinary Indians with into lending and collect the pay- gitimacy of the presidency of Glo- not be enough if we wrote down of some media organizations and 
B14/06) The article, which was legitimate businesses and jobs, ments openly, especially in public ria Macapagal-Arroyo. the people, reputations, relation- practitioners, opposition mem- 
actually a two-part series, also de- who are living here? market No agencies are con- Can impeachment, snap elec- shipsand resources the media had bers, senators, rogue soldiers and 
Sed de Indians as “invaders” One cannot deny that there al- cerned about their activities. We tion, people power coup d'etat, destroyed through erroneous and communists. 
Dt ictimize" people with their ready exists a kind of racial dis- even hear they are also into drugs military junta or Cha-cha settle malicious reporting —JORGE DIONEDA, 
“usurious” operations. Grimination against Indians here. (itis not farfetched), so it seems this issue? We have already tried Please be reminded that press jorgen423@yahoo.com 
Tshall not argue about thelegal- The series could only aggravateit. they are untouchables. most of these “solutions,” but 1017's fi d 
ityor morality of“5/6money-lend- Another irony was its tim- These foreigners are now buy- none of them has solved the prob- "s fi i 
ing about which 1 myself have ing—sosoon after the Indian Pres- ing real property in exclusive sub- lems of our country. 7's first media casualty 
ibis putl musttake le with ident made a state visit to the divisions like Capitolville,muchto Let me therefore remind my THE FIRST “MEDIA CASUALTY” The Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster 
the condemnatory tone of the se- country the disgust ofthe old families who fellow Filipinos of what the Bible of Proclamation No. 1017 was not ng Pilipinas (KBP) has recognized 
eC ch seemed to reinforce Tshuddertothinkofwhatcould have been staying there for says regarding this particular The Daily Tribune butaradio pro- the quality of, “Ngayon „Na, 
He ean gpesagaingt Indians. happen ome utsidemyhome,as decades. Some of them are very problem of our nation: “Moses gram. When 1017 was issued last Bayani" by awarding it the 2002 
seen ufene im the Philip- I walk past people on my way to arrogant, especially now that they said to Yahweh, May Yahweh, Feb. 24, the management of d2RJ Golden Dove Award for Best Pub- 
pines are involved in5/6.Butthen school People who have read the are well-placed. God of the spirits that give life to suspended the airing of "Ngayon lic Affairs Program in Metro Mani- 
Pine a ae istna rom the series most probably would easily We call on the concemed agen- all living creatures, appoint a Na, Bayan!” The station's only la. The radio program has also 
thé MinigayofExtemalAlfalts spot my "dusky, distinct Indiah cies such as the Bureau of Immi- leader for this community, who award-winning radio program beena finalistin the Catholic Mass 
and made sure to mention that the evei mindthatTamal- gration, Bureau of Internal Rev. shall go out and bring them in: so produced by Kodao Productions Media Awards (CMMA). 
businessmen and_moneylenders ilipino. And they might enue and the Philippine National that the community of Yahweh Inc. used toairfrom2:30p.m.to4 Despite the lifting of Proclama- 
Duurviewed were Indians Couple also think that I am an “intruder” Police, to do something about may not be like sheep withouta p.m., Monday to Friday tion 1017 last March 3, the award- 
this with phrases like “prey on the a "selfish, cheatingmoneylender" their illegal businesses. Other- shepherd.” “Ngayon Na, Bayan!” engages winning radio program remains 
estes poor and I couldnt help galloping all over town and prey- wise, sooner orlater,itwillbe very God answered this prayer by listeners in an open discussion on suspended. 
but think that, in the minds of ing on poor Filipino vendors. hard to control and check them. appointing Joshua to succeed political and economic issues. Its You can help bring it back on 
Mui senders, the series gave the And to think that the Ingunen They will be a source of graft and Moses. Joshua would lead the Is- anchor was Sonia Capio, with the air by calling dof at 895 
impression that Indians, in gener- once published in the Youngblood corruption. raelitesto the Promised Land.God Benjie Oliveros (Mondays), Ray- 4546 or 897-8374. Please ask: 
iPreseoplewhopreyonthem. section an article of mine, which Also, stores like the 168 Mallin knew just what the people need- mund Villanueva | (Tuesdays), "Wala na ba ang Ngayon na, 
The Wees even quoted some. was about tolerance and the dan- Divisoria are beginning to sprout ed, so He gave them a wise, expe- Ruth Cervantes (Wednesdays), Pr Bayan'?" 
body who described the S/6oper- gers of bigotry. here, and itseems the city govern- rienced, dependable and honest Joe Dizon (Thursdays) and Prof. RICHARD CORONEL, 
ators as "blood-sucking" and “self- “AJEETPANEMANGLOR, ment and the BIR are doing noth- leader in Joshua. Danny Arao (Fridays) as co-hosts. richard_coronel@yahoo.com 
ish, cheating  moneylenders." 24MadridSt, ing about it. The Filipinos are currently go- i i 7 
Clearly, the writers of the series Merville Park Subdivision, —MARIACARLADELEON, ing through the same problem. Let Taking credit for the sunshine 
had no qualms about injecting Parañaque City Burgos Street, Bacolod City us pray to God that He may give us x ? 
: " a Tender ke Joshua. Let us ask but not for the falling rain 
direction and then trust 
Why fault GMA for the sins of other people? Him with His choice. THSISTOTMGEXCEPTONTO some 250,00 board feet, valued 
à - COR.LUISITOS.SANYALENTIN, the news item "Trees keep falling at P7 million or so, have been re- 
THIS SIN REACTION TO RE dome Some say she used public we have now certainly looks like a USOS SAN WAvahvrek, imAuror forem" (PDI, 2/25/06), tieved--and milled upon the re- 
alvador D. Eduarte’s letter titled money to advance her personalin- Supreme Being guiding some peo- EEE tomes tee deeds ee eden 
"Why GMA finds ithard toresign.” terests. But can they prove it? All ple to take the lead and sparing us Quesnciy eee a! ead ona Se er eiusd e 
(PDI, 3/7/06) It is our country’s these are just allegations. Besides, from the “masters of deception." Es ces are iecur e on artes me 
C pedy that most people cannot there are different people im di The communists will not stop | IF you have any complaints, | Si ces SRL e tardi epis see ig 
identify anymore between black ferent positions with different making noise and sowing chaos, | grievances or suggestions m ler landslides jets. The revival operations off- 
Men aY onie like Eduarte, agenda Why blame the President whoever wil be sitting on the | Shout the treatment of news | dents of timber po iy Dea Iis Sela ender orien 0,290, 
who are supposed to be models for these peoples fault? presidential seat. They want t | Gnd photos by the] dents of timber poaching (not ille- — To say that trees are cut on an 
Ro? er Christian. followers, There are worse leaders than take control of the government. | mo write to the PIX | pa havebeen almost daily basis in Barangay 
Should be careful in expressing GMA, and they are wolves in They have their own agenda. | Poo, write to the Readers’ Ad- | confirmed in the towns of Din- Paltic is downright absurd. The 
their ideas. Sheeps clothing. But then I might Some traditional politicians also | vocate, Philippine Daily In- | galan and Baler. Both incidents barangay is only a stone's throw 
Tam a Catholic but, sad to say, justas well choose the lesserevil. want to grab power for them- | (eh Chino Roces Avenue, | led to the confiscation of 3.87 cu- away from a DENR unit, which al- 
ud ini Cubo Pub ed vaa rt GMA oor foc. hv Thess momerscfdecegion | Corset pat and. Marcando || bic metas offomabee The cues so ine ARN d 
bishops making accusations, un- anything else but for the sake of have joined forces to overthrow | Streets, City of Makati or send | volving the confiscation of 34 - tion. That barangay is even closer 
‘mindful that they are violating the our country. I support her because the government. If we allow our- a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897- | pieces of flitches (not logs as re- to the municipal hall where the lo- 
biblical injunction “Thou shalt not I find her sincere and she has qual- selves to be fooled by these peo- 4794, or e-mail readersadvo- | ported) is only the third case ofil- cal police station is located. There. 
bear false witness against thy ities to lead this poor country ple, we may wake up one day and cate@ inquirer.com.ph legal tree-cutting in that area in is simply no way that illegal tree 
neighbor” Some nuns siso accuse duped for a long time by greedy find ourselves in a worse situa- | Writers of letters to the edi. | two years. Cleary three minor’. MEE So happen there every. 
the President as a tyrant but on politicians. tion. tor are requested to include | cidents in two years do not make day without the knowledge of lo 
tat grounds? So fa despite sev." IFGMAweretobetoppled, who Letusbevigilantthatwe donot | their complete address and | for “rampant and unchecked ille- <al officials, the police and DENR 
tral coup attempts, there has been would replace her and assure usof fall into that tragedy, and let us | telephone or pager number or | gal logging” personnel. 
no death, unlike during the rule of genuine service? Could we be sure ask the Lord's enlightenment so | e-mail address for verification The Department of Environ- Granting that Father Evange- 
Pocticnt Aquino and President that he would be a leader brave we will acr to uphold morality and | purposes. The Inquirer will not | ment and Natural Resources con- lios claim is true, that the highly 
Marcos. enough to do anything that’s good the divine truth. publish any letter unless such | timues to closely coordinate with illegal and sinful act of cutting 
There are those who say that for our people—even at the ex- —JUNDUMALAG, | information is supplied. local governments, law enforce- trees goes on in Dingalan every 
GMA cheated in the 2004 elec- penseofhis political career? What c/o enuj95@yahoo.com ment agencies and ordinary citi- day, isn’t this an indictment of the 
zens (also sources of intelligence failure of the parish pastoral coun- 
: reports) to clamp down on illegal cil, which is supposed to look after 
m REGISTER NOW! Edsa: an logging operations in Central Lu- the morals of its parishioners? 
MITED SLOTS AVAILABLE WANG zon. Father Evangelio wants to take 
PO MAGAZINE PHIUPPINES ami INTEL MEROELECTRONICS PHILIPPINES. INC. To say that it was “through the credit for the sunshine; he should 
mim of lust efforts ofthe parish pastoral coun- as well take credit for rains. 
cil that policemen and foresters —REGIDOR M. DELEON, 
I HAVE ALWAYS CON- ed the logs" is the height of regional executive 
sidered the INQUAER hypocrisy and arrogance. director, 
aig j one of the vanguards ^ DENR forest protection officers Department 
EMAGAZINEI of truth and responsi- in Dingalan may have acted with of Environment 
ble journalism. But al- dispatch in confiscating the flitch- and Natural Resources 
low me to air my dis- es following a tip from the parish (Region 3) 
appointment with a pastoral council led by Fr. Antonio 
recent article “Your Evangelio (not Evangelista as re- — Although cut due to limited 
daily dose of Vitamin ported), but isn’t public vigilance space, the story carried the side of 
C" written by Tim a matter of civic duty even among DENR Aurora officer Benjamin Mi- 
Yap. (PDI, 3/11/06) 1. members of the clergy? ña who denied that illegal logging 
believe that the Su- The “motorized boats (observed in San Luis, Dingalan and other 
per! section should by parishioners) docking atthe bay towns in Aurora was rampant. As 
promote human and almost every night to unload logs” for the other points that De Leon 
Cultural upliftment. were part of the retrieval opera- raised, these are best for Fr: Antonio 
Yap, wih his tions to dean up Dingalan Bay Evangelio to respond to. 
whimsical comments which had been littered with forest — TONETTE OREJAS, 
On Cindy Kurleto's debris and washed logs in the af- correspondent, 
daring exposure at temath of the landslides. So far, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
Edsa, degraded the 2 z : 
image and dguy ot Lost, crumbling, disappearing 
women. By inviting 


vonen, 2 asus historic landmarks in Manila 


in the capital to feast i E aft Avent 
in the capita to ME IT PAINS ME TO SEE BEAUTI- Alai building on Taft Avenue. T 


Aseries of seminars on how LT. can make small and Qm rime ein, ful, and even historic, places in rhought that after it was demol- 


-e aoa ace content, Manila falling into ruin little by ished, in its place would immedi- 
medium businesses succeed cuplscence’s content, le or disappearing, ately rise the proposed Hall of Jus- 


For example, the University of tice. That was years ago. 
e How the latest IT technologies o Network and communication poten objects OF santo Tomas campus has lost its — Mehan Garden is also nowhere 


benefit SMEs strategies Se pene a PeirTheumhenityiuesems been nove Inte place isa park- 


(redes e e S have lost its sense of history ing area. I thought the Metropolitan 
e How to finance IT investments ^ e Leveraging wireless tech promiscuous See The small UST press building, one Theame wil soon be restored, 


of the oldest buildings in the There's a billboard that says so. 
e Security in businesses aus prd poe men philippines, is nowhere tobeseen, When will this renovation take 
A hve we cal Years back, the main building was place? The building is crumbling. 
nichts a piece of very visible, making for a com- 1 hope the ‘concerned. govem- 
her" Once again, thé Manding presence. There was ment official(s) will finally give his- 
woman we Prahe nothing todistract one's view oft. torical landmarks serious attention, 
Tusfulh fes ed Not anymore, with the campus it- —DANTE C. ARGANOZA, 

i dissectie., self playing host to a slew of com- B1215 Galilee St, 
ie 4 vip “aly mercial establishments. North Olympus, Zabarte, 
Pre en pdn do This alter we have los the Jai- Novaliches, Quezon City 
send Cindy a flying 


um Cody 2 t Deal with cheats before Cha-cha 


statement strips Edsa js INQUIRER COLUMNIST BEL awa nga ang ating lupang hinirang 
HOW DE PENISE RETE of its historical and Cunanan suggesting that because (our country has become pitiable). 
RETAIL/WLESPUE AND MANUFACTUAING-ORENTED social signifi- most politicians, including Gloria  Cheaters—whether they belong 
 SRLES-ORIENTED BUSINESSES BUSINESSES. cance—a symbol of Macapagal-Arroyo, cheated their to the opposition or to the adminis- 
Find oot Got the tps ond tricks & the bost ra freedom and jus- way in the last—or should I say, tration—should be exposed and 
solutions to bonolit yor Combinations ol he wee, | anshps wi your ent, tice—and converts ít previous-—elections (would for. punished. This is the type of men- 
ra T e a [| imbri sion into an avenue for mer Election Commissioner Vir- tality that we should be advocating. 
5 unleashing our pase gilio Garcillano attest to this?),we We should get rid of the politi- 
sions. Should just shrug our shoulders cians who cheat their way to pow- 
FRANCIS and let bygones be bygones? (PDI, er before we even think of chang- 
ONGKINGCO, 3/16/06) ing the political system. 
Kasambagan,6000  ifthatisthesort of mentality she. — MARCOS SIBAL, 
CebuCity is promoting, then truly kaawa- msibal@em2r.com 


For more information, please 
Call 813-4396 / 840-0196 / 
813-6848 loc. 804 to 803 
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Gov sees 12M signatures for Cha-cha 
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By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—THE PRESIDENT OF THE LEAGUE OF PROVINCES 
of the Philippines (LPP) and the Union of Local Authorities of the 
Philippines (Ulap) yesterday claimed that they were almost in 
“striking distance” to their target of 5 million signatures needed to 
amend the Constitution through a people's initiative. 

Bohol Gov. Erico Aumentado said the num- 
ber of signatures might even reach 10 million. 
to 12 million, or over 30 percent of the total 


number of registered voters nationwide by 
Friday, the deadline for the gathering of sig- 


Aumentado remained optimistic that the 
Supreme Court would favor the people's ini- 
tative campaign despite questions on the lack 
of an enabling law for it. 


An ally of President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
however, called the people's initiative an "ex- 
pensive exercise in futility" 

"The President is ill-advised about this 
move. This is an expensive exercise in futility, 
there is no sense, this is non-sense for me," 
said former Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia, a mem- 
ber of the 55-man Consultative Commission 
formed by Malacafiang to propose amend- 
‘ments to the Constitution 

Garcia pointed out that the Supreme Court 
had ruled that Republic Act No. 6735, which 
provides for a system of initiative and referen- 
dum, was inadequate to be used as a basis to 


change the Charter through people's initiati 


natures. r= 

He told the Inqumen that their nationwide 
monitoring showed a “massive turnout” in fa- 
vor of Charter change. 

“At this time, we have already gotten the 
striking distance to the (required) 5 million 
signatures based on my monitoring and it 
could even be possible that we have already 
surpassed it by now while we're talking,” Au- 
mentado said. 

“We can triple the 12 percent signatures of 
the total registered voters nationwide, which 
means that we can get at least 30 percent up 
and that is more or less 10 million to 12 mil- 
lion signatures,” he added. 

‘After gathering the signatures, Aumentado 
said the Sigaw ng Bayan Coalition would sub- 
mit these to the Commission on Elections for 
verification. 

‘Aumentado said that ifthe Comelec would 
certify the gathered signatures as valid, a 
plebiscite would be held within 90 days. 

If the yes votes will win, the remaining 12 
senators whose terms will end on 2010 and 
the current members of Congress will consti- 
tute themselves as members of an “interim 
parliament.” 

‘An interim parliament will also make up 
the body that will amend the Constitution. 


GMA ally says 
there's fund 
for Cha-cha 


BAGUIO CITY—THERES A BUDGET FOR 
Charter change, an ally of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo confirmed here last week. 

However, Albay Rep. Jose Ma. Salceda, 
chair of the House committee on appropria- 
tions, old government workers on Friday that 
the President's “real protection" was not a 
spending plan designed to accommodate con- 
stitutional changes but a thriving economy. 

Salceda, who described himself as Ms Arroyo's 
economic adviser, spoke on the last leg of a na- 
tionwide advocacy caravan for the expanded val- 
"ue-added tax (VAT), which drew government em- 
ployees from many parts of Northern Luzon. 

He said Ms Arroyo wanted a new, bigger 
budget for 2006 because it would help Charter 
change, after Malacafiang lobbied for a rein- 
stated budget instead to speed up the conver- | 
sion of Congress into a constituent assembly. 

‘He said he assumed the committee chairman- 
ship on Feb. 15, yet he was able to ger the House of 
Representatives on Thursday to pass the P1.035- 
trilion budget plan provided by Malacafang The 
House sat on the budget measure for four weeks. 

“There are quarters who say the President 
prefers a reenacted budget. It is flexible 
enough to allow her to allocate the money, 
which is why we separated the bill increasing 
government wages because a reenacted bud- 
getis good for Chacha," he said. 

Salceda was referring to a P1,000 legislat- 
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Makibahagi sa Go Negosyo MicroNegosyo Fair na gaganapin sa Philippine Army Gym, 
Lawton Avenue corner Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio sa March 31 at April 1, 2006 


Tulad nina Joey Concepcion at Socorro Ramos, mga leading advocates ng Go Negosyo na minsan ay nangarap na umasenso at gumawa 
ng paraan para makamit ang tagumpay, kayang-kaya mo rin abutin ang iyong mga mithiin. Basta sapat na kaalaman, sipas, dedikasyon 
at pagmamahal sa trabaho ang iyong puhunan, tiyak na uunlad din ang iyong munting pinaghirapan! Makilahok na sa Go Negosyo 
MicroNegosyo Fair at alamin ang sari-saring paraan kung paano umasenso! 


ed wage hike that Congress proposed to apply 
once every year until 2008. 

The coalition supporting Charter change 
has assailed senators who are planning to 


block a signature campaign, saying that they 
are not doing what they are elected to do. 
Lawyer Raul Lambino, spokesperson of the 
Sigaw ng Bayan Coalition, said the Senate passed 
‘only two laws of national importance last year. 
“That is equivalent to P3 billion per law, con- 
sidering their P6 billion worth of direct budget 
only he said. He reacted to the senators call to 
stop the nationwide launching of the people's 
initiative to amend the 1987 Constitution. 
“They can not do anything anymore. They 
are out of the discussion. This depends on the 
people,” Lambino said. 
He said that since Monday noon, the Sigaw 
ng Bayan had gathered 4.5 million signatures. 
“This figure does not include Cebu. It in- 
cludes only the Camanava area in Metro 
Manila so we expect to gather the required 5 
million signatures within the week,” he said. 
‘Only 12 percent of the voting population 


March 31, Friday 


Ribbon Cutting (Gen. Generoso Senga Generals" Wives" » Mayor Sigfrido Tinga with Mrs- Tinga* 
Mayor Rosendo Capco with Mrs. Capco* » Marissa Concepcion) + National Anthem » Invocation + 


Go Negosyo Music Video Opening Remarks (Jose Ma. Concepcion Ill) » Businessman Manic 
Manaos (Leo Martinez) « Intro of Program and interactive Sessions by Host (Carelle Mangaltag) - 
Forum 1: "MicroNegosyo, Kapangyarihan ng Kababaihan” (Moderator - Karen Davila, Panelists: 
fins Cabor- = Jolina magdangal. - Coney Reyes" = Cory Quirino" + Myrna Yao (NCRFW) '« Chit Juan 
(Figaro) - Cheese Ledesma (The Big Chill) « Jeanne Bañez (8 
* Merle Alferez IMSA)" « Myla Villanueva" + Forum 
S2'yat™ (Moderator - Karen Davila, Panelists: Vina Morales" » Diether Ocampo" » Kuh Ledesma » Les 
Reyes (Reyes Haircutters) « Richie Cuna (fiorgelato) 
= Agnes Car (Women Inventors Assoc. of the Phils., Inc.) » Testimony: 
Partllya t Negosyo” (Maricel Laxa) » GAME SHOW with Small Businesses as Prizes - Makatang Nonoy: 
Isang Tula Handog sa Kababaihan (Ony Carcamo) » Forum 3: "Perang Pang-negosyo, Saan Ka Nga 
Ba Tatakbo?” [Moderator - Lyn Ching, Panelists: AFPMBAI (Ma. Corazon Dabao) » AFPSLAI + NLSF (c/o 
Dennis Hamto] « People’s Credit and Finance Corporation” » Bayan Foundation (c/o irma Cosico} + 
Planters Development Bank (c/o Trixie Paguia) » First Macro Bank (Rafael 
Serrano) « PSBank (Derick Rasalan) « Phil. Youth Business Foundation (John Walter Baybayl'] + 
Testimony: "Pagnenegosyo Kasama ang Kapuso't 
sa Kakapusan” (Francisco Colayco) » Forum 
uet and Carl Balita, 
{Binalot) » Doyee Tumpalan (First Quadrant) » Ricardo Collantes (Kookat's) + Gov. 
{Lara's Gifts and Decors)" « Johnlu Koa (The French Baker) » Sandy Javier (Andok's) « Jay Aldeguer 
(island Souvenirs)"]+ Sum Up / Final Interactive Activity by Host 
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BPI (Ma. Teresa Reyes 


TiModerators - Anna Peri 
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t Eggspress) » Rachel Alejandro (Sexy 
'Posibleng Negosyo, Anong Babagay 
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based on the latest election is needed to start 
the people's initiative. Lambino said the tar- 
get is 8 million signatures to ensure that the 
initiative will push through. 

He said the Commission on Elections 
would only need to verify the signatures. 

But Sen. Juan Flavier vowed to examine 
each ofthe five million signatures, in an effort 
tostall the initiative, Vincent Cabreza and 
Frank Cimatu, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau, 
and Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Skills Demo/Tralning by DOST, Reyes Halrcutters, Le Cordon Bleu, TESDA and TLRC s 
Polvaron and Pastillas Making by Laura Lazaro (WIAPII]» Paper Tole by Shirly Fabros (Approtech 
ASiaj] * Meat Processing and Dimsum Making c/o Approtech Asia » Tomato-Based Products c/o 
Abpratech Asia « Preserved Sampaloc and Tea Making by Rita Ritz (WIAPI) » Cellphone Repair c/o 
Approtech Asia » Basic Halrcutting + Cooking and Food Preparation Demo « Sessions on Starting à 
Business: How to Start a Franchise Business c/o Association of Filipino Franchisers, inc. » "Lakbay 
Kainan: Gourmet Para Sa Masa” c/o Le Cordon Bleu + How to Start a Food Cart Business c/o Food 
Cart Association of the Philippines « How to Start a Salon/Barbershop c/o Reyes Haircutters « How 
to Start a Home Spa Business » Business Mentoring Booth Mentoring from 11am to 4pm c/o Anna 
Periquet * final list for confirmation 


Nelional 


Book Store 


GRIM 


Q Philippine. 
Conter for 
Enreprenourshis 


aaa inyong mga tanong. eng lamang sa Pipe Cantar for Entrepreneur sa mga mamareng 637-9347, ETATIS, 8122612 813-2617 o sa OP-70-044, 0020307830 o opera geegoyoyibon cam, 


a 


[As 


saceestan PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER m n litre irre 


~ Across the NATION 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2006 


Group seeks relief of DENR execs in Bulacan 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—AN EN- 
vironmental group on Tuesday asked 
the relief of environment officials 
who allegedly failed to implement 
Environment Secretary Angelo Reyes’ 
order to cancel the hauling permits of 
a company extracting marble at the 
Biak-na-Bato National Park in Bula- 
can, 

‘Mainly liable for the supposed inac- 
tion were Mines and Geosciences Bu- 
reau Director Jeremias Dolino and 
Central Luzon Director Angel Bravo, 
according to Bangon Kalikasan, which 
has called for the cancellation of the 
permits. 

A day before leaving for a bio-safe- 

ty conference in Brazil on March 19, 
Reyes told the Inquirer by phone that 
he ordered Dolino on March 17 to di- 
rect Bravo to cancel all the ore trans- 
port permits (OTPs) issued to Rose- 
moor Mining and Development Corp. 
(RMDC) 
* Reyes gave the order on the heels of 
a charge by Bulacan Gov. Josefina de 
Ja Cruz that he was “double-talking” 
on environmental protection policies. 


De la Cruz and villages officials in 
San Miguel and Doña Remedios 
Trinidad towns reported that the 
hauling of marble had continued in 
the last nine days. 

Acting Environment Secretary 
Manuel Gerochi on Tuesday said that 
while a written order had been pre- 
pared, this had yet to reach Reyes. 

Gerochi said he issued a memoran- 
dum on March 27, which was re- 
ceived by Bravo on Tuesday. 

Efforts to confirm if Bravo began 
implementing the order proved fu- 
tile. He was not in his office and 
mobile phone was off. 

In the memo, Bravo was ordered to 
explain why OTPs continued to be is- 
sued despite complaints from the 
provincial government. 

He was also ordered to refrain 
from further issuing permits pending 
am investigation of the alleged envi- 
ronmental degradation and other vio- 
lations within the (Mineral Produc- 
tion Sharing Agreement or MPSA) 
area of MDC. 

He was instructed to retrieve any 


remaining marble blocks covered by 
the OTPs. 

Relieving MGB officials, Gerochi 
said, was within the authority of 
Reyes. 

'RMDC president Constantino Pas- 
cual on Tuesday said the OTPs issued to 
his firm "remained valid” because its 
MPSA No. 188 continued to be in ef- 
fect. The MPSA was signed by then En- 
vironment Secretary Heherson Alvarez 
in 2002 although the Supreme Court 
had yet to rule on the cancellation of 
RMDC' Quarry Permit No. 33 by the 
Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources. 

Pascual was released from jail on 
‘Tuesday after the court cleared him of 
theft and qualified theft charges filed 
by his relatives who were claiming 
ownership of RMDC. 

Bangon Kalikasan noted a pending 
request with Reyes to cancel the MPSA 
of RMDC. ‘All other influential or 
powerful groups will no longer be able 
to exploit the resources in the area,” it 
said, Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Lu- 
zon Desk 


Communities true test of mining, says exec 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE— 
While the national government has 
laid outa favorable legal and regulato- 
1y climate to revitalize the mining in- 
dustry, the real test will still be in the 
communities, a top official of the 
Chamber of Mines of the Philippines 
said. 

' Benjamin Philip Romualdez, CMP 
president, said mining companies 
must “demonstrate sincerity” that 
they are also capable of environmen- 
tal care and sustainable develop- 
ment. 

‘The Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
ofthe Philippines, on the other hand, 
wants to "give the mining industry 
chance to prove itself" as mining 
firms start 23 projects and 37 explo- 
rations worth $8.5 billion, Ro- 
mualdez said at a seminar here of the 
Economic Journalists Association of 
the Philippines last Friday. 
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‘The CBCP has assailed the Min- 
ing Act of 1995 (Republic Act No. 
7942) for its alleged threats to the 
environment, It has decried the in- 
dustry's records of accidents before 
the law got the nod of the Supreme 
Court. 

The law, upheld with finality in 
February 2005, opens full ownership 
of local mining projects to foreign in- 
vestors, renewing interests in the in- 
dustry. 

The industry contributed 2.14 
percent to the country's gross do- 
mestie product in 1985, declining by 
27 percent in the 1990s, trade data 
showed. 

‘The CBCP statement, according to 
Romualdez, will have "very little ef- 
fect on the government's policy" 

Earlier the government said it 
was going only for “responsible 
mining" and that firms would be re- 
quired to put in 10 percent of their 
gross income to environmental pro- 
tection. 
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Join hands in bringing 
Global Education to the Filipino Youth 


with 


National Geographic Channel's 
Tagalized Version Caravan Tour 
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Romualdez, who noted that the 
industry was adopting “best prac- 
tices,” said the CMP continued to 
take on capability-building mea- 
sures such as training on technolo- 
gy, transparency and social respon- 
sibility programs. 

The total mineral wealth in the 
country has been estimated at $840 
billion, with a third of its 13 million 
hectares considered geologically 
prospective for mining. 

“Its a total shame not to take ad- 
vantage of the blessings,” Romualdez 
said. 

He suggested that the government 
“invest more” in the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
so that the agency would be able to 
doits functions, mainly in the “proper 
implementation" of the mining law at. 
the local level. 

Romualdez said he hoped there 
would be no constant changes in the 
leadership of the DENR, which has 
seen four secretaries in five years. 
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KNOCKING ON GOD'S DOOR 
A homeless and mentally ll man finds a spot to rest in front of the Archbishop's Palace in 
ilo City after a day of roaming Jaro District and begging for alms. 


ARNOLD ALMACEN POIVASAYAS BUREAU 


Wanted: 
More 
judges in 
South 


ZAMBOANGA CITY— 
Supreme Court Justice 
Angelina Sandoval- 
Gutierrez said more 
judges were needed in 
Mindanao, particular- 
ly in areas tagged as 
conflict-affected. 

“We lack judges 
and the reason is, we 
lack applicants,” 
Gutierrez said Satur- 
day. 

She said security 
could be one reason 
onlya fewhad applied 
for vacant courts in 
Mindanao. She did 
not elaborate. 

"At least three 
names should be sub- 
mitted by the Judicial 
and Bar Council to 
the Office of the Pres- 
ident, but the fact is, 
there’s no sufficient 
number of appli- 
cants,” Gutierrez 


E saic 


“If there is only 
one applicant, it can- 
not be submitted to 
Malacafiang." 

Each of the 10 
judges here handles 
hundreds of cases per 
day, said Judge Peter 
Eisma, of the Regional 
Trial Court Branch 15, 

Most of the judges 
also sit in municipal 
trial courts in Basi- 
lan, Sulu, Tawi-tawi 
and in other areas of 
the region. 

"We are not yet 
considering the load 
of cases in the munic- 
ipal level,” he said. 

"The judges go 
there once a month," 
Eisma said. 

Ricardo Cabaron, 
Western Mindanao 
state prosecutor, said 
the lack of personnel 
had hounded govern- 
ment prosecution of- 
fices. 

In the region alone, 
atleast five more pros- 
ecutors are needed, he 
said, but the problem 
was not about lack of 
applicants but the pro- 
cess involving appoint- 
mens, Julie Alipala, 
PDI Mindanao Bu- 
reau 


RoUNDUP 


Mindanao program launched 
COTABATO CITY— The World Bank launched the Mindanao Trust Fund for 
Reconstruction and Development Program (MTF-RDP) here on Monday. 
Joachim Von Amsberg, World Bank Philippines director, led the launching 
df the program, which aims to promote effective governance processes 
and help in the recovery of areas devastated by war on the island. Menchie 
Celestial, of the World Bank Philippines, said the program hopes to con- 
tribute to peace and development in Mindanao. 

Jeoffrey Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


2 nabbed for murder 
AURORA, Isabela—Police last week arrested two suspects in the murder of 
seven family members here. Town police chief Supt. Baltazar Israel said 
Edithor and Charita Ubarre had admitted to helping the prime suspect, 
Ramellto Ybanez, kili members of the Romero family on March 18. The 
Ubarres, who were arrested on March 23 in Angeles City, worked as helpers 
af rice trader Victorio Romero, 63, and his wife, Victoria, 60. The Romero 
couple, their two daughters and three grandchildren were found dead in 
their house in Barangay Bagong Tanza on March 20. 

Villamor Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Provisional release bill 
ALL 


SORSOGON CITY—A bill is pending 
Inthe House of Representatives 
granting provisional liberty to poor 
persons accused of non-heinous 
crimes, without posting bail. Sorso- 
gon Rep. Jose Solis, author of 
House Bill 4346, sald the measure 
would prevent poor offenders from 
languishing in jail because they 
‘can't afford bail. Solis said many de- 
tainees charged with petty crimes 
languish in jail for years just because they can't pay ball. 

Bobby Labalan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Makiling recycling zone 

LOS BAÑOS, Laguna—A partnership between the University of the Philip- 
pines at Los Baños and this municipality has been cited for converting an 
pen garbage dump in the Mt. Makiling Forest Reserve into an ecological 
processing zone. "The former dump is now a zone for recycling activities 
Where an equipment converts garbage into livelihood products useful for 
households,” sald Dr. Portia Lapitan, director of tne Makiling Center for. 
Mountain Ecosystems (MCME). During a meeting here, mayors In the 
province expressed support for the declaration of the 4,224-hectae forest 
Tesarve as a biodiversity area and watershed that would be maintained by 
the university Romulo Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Musical recollections 


MAGANDANG 
BALITA PO 


INSTEAD OF THE USUAL Lenten 
talk and recollection, Fr. Jeronimo 
"Mimo" Perez will sing his compo- 
sitions to deliver a message of re- 
newal and repentance. Perez's mu- 
sical recollections in several 
parishes In Vancouver were re- 
celved well last year, according to a 
news release. The “Yakap ng Ama, 
an Evening of Lenten Reflections 
and Acoustic Gospel Music with Fr. 
Mimo Perez" will be held at the Calapan Cathedral In Oriental Mindoro 
(Apri), St. Paul of the Cross Parish in Marikina City (April 7), San Sebas- 
tian Parish in Pasig Clty (April 8), Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in An- 
tipolo City (April 10), and Edsa Shrine (April 12). For details, call 0919- 
5850575. 


New commanding officer 
CITY OF CALAPAN—Col. Rey Ramones has replaced Col. Raph Villanueva 
as commanding officer of the 204th Infantry Brigade. Ramones was the 
deputy commander of tne Scout Ranger Regiment in Tarlac. Ha said he 
Would continue the community-based programs of the brigade and further 
Strengthen partnership with the local government. Villanueva is now the 
Philippine Miltary Academy's commandant of cadets. Local leaders and 
civic groups here appreciated Villanueva's approach of tostering civilian- 
military partnership in community development efforts 

‘Madonna Virola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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By Tonette Orejas 
City of San Fernando, Pampanga 


HESE BUILDINGS ARE 
called the Gabaldon. 
I Three, perhaps more, 
generations of Filipinos 
learned the Three Rs (read- 
ing, 'riting and ’rithmetic) in 
whatare now regarded as the 
“Parthenon” of the golden 
years of Philippine public ed- 
ucation system. 


The structures count by the thou- 
sands and are spread out all over the 
archipelago, with some towns or 
cities having two or more. 

‘Almost a century since Assembly- 
man Isauro Gabaldon of Nueva Ecija in 
1907 authored Act 1801 that set aside 
P1 million for their construction, the 
buildings—many of them run down by 
time, the elements, looting and ne- 
glect—are enjoying a restoration boom 
With a strong thrust for conserving the 
original, functional design. 

Yale graduate William Parsons, the 
consulting architect of the Bureau of 
Public Works from 1905 to 1914, de- 
signed the school buildings that were lat- 
ernamed after Assemblyman Gabaldon. 

‘The Department of Education and 
the Heritage Conservation Society 
(HCS) are leading efforts through the 
heritage school building restoration 
program. 

“Pioneering” is how architect Au- 
gusto Villalon of the HCS calls the 
partnership. 

‘The idea, Villalon said in a recent 
column in the Inquirer, came from 
former Education Secretary Armand 
Fabella, and was pushed by his suc- 
cessors, the late Br. Andrew Gonzalez 
FSC and Edilberto de Jesus, as well as 
Undersecretary Juan Miguel Luz. 

The program has completed the 
restoration of the Rizal Elementary 
School in Bacolod City, the Pampanga 
High School in the City of San Fernan- 
do in Pampanga, and the Baguio Cen- 
tral School in Baguio City, according to 
HCS member Ivan Anthony Henares. 

Up for restoration are the West 
Central Elementary School and its ad- 
jacent home economics building in 
Dagupan City, said Henares, who has 
created a web log or blog (gabal- 
don.blogspot.com) to link individu- 
als, groups, institutions and donors to 
the effort. 

"The sheer number of Gabaldon 
schools all over the country and the 
lack of funds to restore these build- 
ings would not make it possible to in- 
clude all in the program,” he said. 


Heritage resources 

‘The buildings are “an inherent part 
of our country's heritage resources,” 
hesaid. 

Local initiatives in the restoration 
effort of Gabaldon buildings have 
started. 
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AFACADE of Romanesque Doric- 
like pillars ike the Parthenon. 


‘It’s a mere one- 
story affair, but 
Ilooked at it 
with awe. Its 

ceiling is high 

Ithought giants 

walked through 
its corridors 


In Naga City for example, Councilor 
Lourdes Asence has authored a pro- 
posed ordinance that seeks to create a 
task force for the preservation and 
restoration of all historical structures, 
including six Gabaldon buildings in 
that city and in Camarines Sur. 

In Bohol, the provincial govern- 
ment spent P2.5 million in 2004 to re- 
pair some of its Gabaldon buildings. 

In their respective websites, histori- 
ans in Infanta, Quezon, and in Leganes, 
Tloilo, have cited the history of their 
towns’ Gabaldon buildings and their 
impact on the people's education. 

Party-list Rep. Florencio Noel (An 
Waray) has filed House Bill No. 4392 
proposing the rehabilitation and re- 
pair of Gabaldon school houses na- 
tionwide to "preserve their historical 
significance and to address the need 
for more school buildings." 


History 

Some have indeed etched their 
place in history. 

For instance, the Gabaldon build- 
ing in Dagupan became a temporary 
residence of American Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur during World War II, ac- 
cording to Carmen Prieto, chair of the 
city’s heritage commission. 

Others served as hospitals, town 
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halls or evacuation centers in times of 
war and calamities. 

More importantly, it was in the 
rooms, libraries and wide grounds of the 
Gabaldon buildings that American and 
Filipino educators helped unlock the po- 
tentials of students, many of them poor. 

‘The Pampanga High School, for 
one, nurtured many of the country’s 
leaders like the late President Diosda- 
do Macapagal (Class 1929). 

But perhaps one of the most poignant 
memories of the Gabaldon and a vivid 
description of the edifice comes from 
‘one who passed through its halls. 

Former Quezon Board Member 
Frumencio "Sonny" Pulgar, in his 
website, said that asa student, he was 
a habitué of the "Gusaling Gabaldon" 
or “Bagong Iskul,” the elementary 
school in his hometown of Calauag. 

“For me, Gabaldon was the biggest 
edifice I had ever seen and played 
on,” he said. 

“True, it is not a multistory struc- 
ture; in fact, it's a mere one-story af- 
fair, but I looked at it with awe. Its 
ceiling was high, about five meters. I 
thought giants walked through the 
corridors of Gabaldon. It had a long 
five-tread flight of stairs leading to its 
elevated portico, which we used as 
stage on special occasions,” he said. 

The Gabaldon's center rooms were 
divided by a collapsible wood parti- 
tion that could be folded and convert- 
ed into a pavilion, he said. 

"Gabaldon's windows were huge 

. The windows were sashed and 
made of latticed capiz-tagkawayan. 
Its facade had those Romanesque 
Doric-like pillars l'd seen only in pic- 
tures like the Parthenon,” Pulgar 
said. 
ts rooms were big and wide, with 
lauan floors. Its doors were imposing 
and made from thick and heavy nar- 
ra. It had a cavernous silong (base- 
ment)—home of the kabag (bats), 
ahas tulog (snakes), alupihan (cen- 
tipede) and giant rats. Though it 
stunk in there, we used it as hiding 
place whenever we were late in flag 
rites," he said. 

The Gabaldon buildings are "at- 
tuned to the tropics,” Villalon noted. 


Breezy and cool 

“The building is breezy and cool. 
Being inside the restored building to- 
day proves that old-style tropical ar- 
chitecture is still the best for our cli- 
mate," he said. 

There's a practical sense to ongo- 
ing, albeit slow, efforts. 

"Instead of being rendered obso- 
lete, old structures can still be recy- 
cled for modern academic uses," Vil 
lalon said. 

"By restoring classrooms, the 
DepEd drives home the lesson that 
patrimony lives and continues to be 
relevant to our lives. Classes in her- 
itage classrooms provide experiential 
learning on patrimony with a 
stronger impact than textbook in- 
struction,” he said. 


Dasol mangroves breathe life anew 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
Dasol, Pangasinan 


HEN THE FIRST 
seedling was plant- 
ed to reforest a 


decimated mangrove forest 
in the bosom of the Dasol 
Bay in Pangasinan last week, 
residents heaved a collective 
sigh of relief. 

“We have not given up on our dream. 
that the mangrove forest will still rerum. 
10 its original state. This is the answer to 
our prayers," Rafael Baraan said. 

It was Baraan and the late Ramon 
Liceralde who waged a campaign to 
stop the gradual clearing of the virgin. 
mangrove forest—a rich source of 
fish, crustaceans and fingerlings for 
residents—starting in 1988. The trees 
‘were cut when local officials decided 
to convert the area into fishponds. 


Baraan and Liceralde then sought the 
residents’ signatures for a petition ask- 
ing local officials to stop the destruction 
of the mangrove forest. They went to 
government agencies in the town, but 
they were met with indifference. 

Soon, century-old mangroves in 
more than 100 hectares of land were 
felled. 

Before he died in 1995, Liceralde 
asked his fellow residents to exert ef- 
forts to bring the mangrove area back 
to its original state. 

He got his wish, 18 years after the 
first tree was cut. On March 21, people 
of Barangays Amalbalan and Gais- 
guipe planted seedlings that would re- 
place the mangroves cut in 1988. 


Joint undertaking 

It was the start of the Multi-Part- 
nership Mangrove Rehabilitation of 
Dasol Bay, a joint undertaking of the 
municipal government, Tanggol Ka- 
likasan and the Foundation of the 


Philippine Environment (FPE). 

‘Ava Sharon Batay-an, director of 
the Tanggol Kalikasan-Northern Lu- 
zon, said the FPE funded the project 
with a counterpart amount from Al- 
tria Funds, an international agency. 

“The project complements the ini- 
tiative of the town in saving the esti- 
mated 60 hectares of mangroves and 
restoring 50 hectares of degraded 
mangrove areas along the bay 
through rehabilitation,” Batay-an 
said. 

This year, she said, the project 
aimed to reforest 10 hectares of man- 
grove area. “We hope to expand the 
project to Infanta and [other parts of] 
Dasol [in] the coming years." 

Planted were the species of 
bakauan babae (Rhizophora mu- 
cronat), bakauan lalaki (Rhizophora 
apiculat), bakauan bato (Rhizophora 
stylosa), sonneratia and avicennía. 

These species can withstand heavy 
rains and big waves, Batay-an said. 
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THE Pampanga High v 
School buildingin ~i- 
the City of San 
Fernando in 
Pampangais one of ^ 
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undergoit 
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House opposition names 50 lawmakers vs Cha-cha 


By Norman Bordadora. 


‘CHALLENGED TO SHOW THAT IT HAD 
the numbers necessary to kill Charter 
"change, the House minority yesterday 
disclosed the names of the 50 lawmakers 
who had signified their intent to do so. 
House Minority Leader Francis Escud- 
ero of Sorsogon told reporters that their 
36-member bloc would file today the reso- 
jution opposing the convening of Congress 
into a constituent assembly (con-ass) via a 
three-fourths vote of all members of the 


two chambers voting together, as proposed 
by Speaker Jose de Venecia himself. 

“Since [the majority] expressed doubt 
that we have the 50 signatures, we want 
them to know that we do have the 50. We 
may even surpass that number with two 
more congressmen waiting to sign,” Es- 
cudero said at a news conference. 

On Escudero's list were 16 majority 
congressmen, including Deputy Majority 
Leader Crispin Remulla of Cavite. 

‘One minority member, Negros Occi- 
dental Rep. Jacinto Paras, did not sign. 


Another Zamboanga City Rep. Erico 
Fabian, said he would sign but had yet to 
do so asof yesterday afternoon. 
Signatories 

Those who signed the minority resolu- 
tion were Escudero, Darlene Antonino- 
Custodio, Teofisto Guingona III, Joel Vil- 
lanueva, Crispin Beltran, Agapito 
Aquino, Beizendig Dilangalen, Emilio 
Abaya, Alfonso Umali 

Teodoro Casiño, Satur Ocampo, Ruy 
Elias Lopez, Luis Asistio, Ronaldo Zamo- 


ra, Joel Virador, Dina Abad, Vincent 
Crisologo, Mujiv Hataman, Mario Aguja, 
Risa Baraquel, Benigno Aquino IIl, Roilo 
Golez, Gilbert Remulla; 

Ruffino Biazon, Oscar Malapitan, Liza 
Maza, Renato Magtubo, Rodolfo Plaza, Alan 
Peter Cayetano, Benjamin Agarao, Justin 

Lorenzo Tafiada II, Herilando 
Mandanas, Nereus Acosta, Imee Marcos; 

Florencio Noel, Rolex Suplico, Anto- 
nio Serapio, Robert Jaworski Jr, Crispin 
Remulla, Joseph Santiago, Jack Enrile, 
Loretta Ann Rosales, Clavel Martinez, 


Juan Edgardo Angara, Manuel Mamba, 
Rodolfo Bacani, Proceso Alcala, Cynthia 
Villar and Rafael Mariano. 

De Venecia, however, remained confi- 
dent the Cha-cha train he had started 
would continue to roll despite the 50 sig- 
natures presented by Escudero. 

"Eleven of that number are withdraw- 
ing. And from our 180 (for Cha-cha), 
three are withdrawing,” De Venecia said. 

He expressed confidence that Cha-cha 
adherents in Congress in the end will 
have their way. 


ACOALITION of over 100 people's organizations and other sectoral 
groups had solicited over 4.5-million signatures, according to lawyer 


Raul Lambino (center), to push for a people's initiative for Charter 


change. 


REMZAMORA 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


A SINGLE LEGISLATIVE DIS- 
trict failing to gather the re- 
quired 3 percent of its regis- 
tered voters to support a peo- 
ples initiative to revise the 
Charter will “nullify the entire 
process,” Speaker Jose de 
Venecia said late yesterday. 

But even before the signa- 
tures backing Charter change 
could be validated, the Speaker 
declared victory, saying “almost 
all districts have exceeded the 3- 
percent constitutional require- 
ment fora people's initiative.” 

‘At a press conference, De 
Venecia said the House had re- 
ceived "overwhelming sup- 
port” for the administration- 
backed signature campaign. 

“They're reporting an average 
of 15-25 percent [of the signatures 
in most districts]; some are higher 
Soby the time the reports are com- 
pleted, we will be way, way way in 
excess of the minimum constitu- 
tional requirement of 12 percent of 
the national average," he said. 

He claimed that no district 


The 3-percent rulo: 
JDV declares victory 


had reported "results of less 
than 3 percent.” 

De Venecia said the House 
majority had to support the sig- 
nature campaign amid the 
Senate's adamant stand 
against Charter change. 

"We would prefer the con- 
stituent assembly route but, un- 
fortunately, senators have said 
they [would] knock it down byin- 
sisting that the voting should be 
done separately” said De Venecia. 

He said the Constitution was 
"clear" in saying that revising 
the fundamental law entailed 
three-fourths of “all the mem- 
bers of Congress.” 

‘De Venecia said the failure of 
both chambers to see eye to eye 
‘on the mode of revising the 
Charter had forced the people to 
take “direct action." 

"This is now what Filipinos 
themselves are doing—by direct 
action of the people—because of 
the gridlock and the constant ten- 
sion and crises that had even led 
to destabilization and impeach- 
‘mentand coup attempts and Edsa 
1,1, 1, Vand V' he said. 
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Comelec split on Charter change 


From page! 

voters, of which every legislative district must 
be represented by at least 3 percentof the reg- 
istered voters therein." 

He said there was no need for anyone to 
bribe local election officials to verify the sig- 
natures. 

He challenged those claiming that they had 
been bribed or forced to verify the signatures 
to ile a case in court. 

Abalos said the Comelec's law department 
officials and regional directors reached the 
agreement on verification at a meeting the 
other day. 

"It was settled that the signature drive and 
verification were not part of the petition prop- 
er but part of the initiatory steps leading to it. 
What we will be doing is help ensure that the 
process is correct,” he said. 

Abalos also said the Comelecs actions 
would “speed up the work,” if the petition 
were entertained. 

Asked ifa budget had been provided forthe 
activity, he said the verification of signatures 
was part of the Comelecs administrative 
function. 

"We do signature verification for recall 
elections as well. This is a similar situation,” 
he said. 


No recourse but dismissal 

According to Brawner, the Comelec, if 
asked to rule on a petition for amending the 
Constitution through a people's initiative, 
would always be "guided" by the March 1997 
ruling of the Supreme Court. 

“The case says that the Comelec is prohibit- 
ed from giving cognizance [to] or entertain- 
ing cases,” he said in reply to a question by 
House Majority Leader Prospero Pichay at the 
CA hearing at the Senate. 

“If a petition of this sort reaches the Com- 
elec, we have no choice but to comply with 
the jurisprudence," he said. "As soon as a peti- 
tion is filed, we have no recourse but to dis- 
miss the petition.” 

Thus, he added, anybody who would be 
“adversely affected" by a future Comelec res- 
olution of this nature “would have to go to the 
Supreme Court.” 

Brawner, 70, whose appointment was rec- 
ommended to the plenary, backed Senate 
President Franklin Drilon's earlier aired view 
that any petition of this nature should be dis- 
missed outright by the Comelec in the ab- 
sence of an enabling law. 


“For the Comelec to rule on a petition 
‘would be a grave abuse of discretion,” Drilon 
had said in an interview. 

Abalos declared on Monday that his office 
was ready to begin verifying the millions of 
signatures that people's initiative advocates 
had collected. 


4.5M signatures 

In a statement, Sigaw ng Bayan, which de- 
scribed itself as “a loose but broad coalition of 
over 100 people's organizations, nongovern- 
ment organizations and other sectoral 
groups" yesterday said that as of Monday, lo- 
cal groups had gathered over 4.5 million sig- 
matures to push a people's initiative, “with 
millions more expected in the days ahead." 

When pressed by Pichay for his personal 
view on the lack of an enabling law, Brawner 
said: “I beg not to say anything on that be- 
cause a case might be filed in court or even 
the Comelec. That [is] the issue that will be 
raised. 

"We have to really follow the dictates of the 
jurisprudence.” 

Brawner also said the Comelec had “no 
personality” to elevate any petition to the 
high court. He said that the poll body would 
“only act” on any petition presented before it, 
and that “its up to anybody adversely affect- 
ed to goto the Supreme Court." 

He voiced the hope that the high court 
would eventually resolve the issue “once and 
for all,” and noted the close vote of justices 
that led to the March 1997 ruling on the peo- 
ple'sinitiative. 


Information drive 

Reacting to reports that money was being 
offered in exchange for signatures, particu- 
larly in the provinces, Vice President Noli de 
Castro said the proponents of the people's 
initiative should conduct an information 
campaign on the proposed amendments so 
the people would fully understand the is- 
sues. 

“The right of the people to undertake initia- 
tives to propose specific amendments to the 
Constitution is guaranteed in the Constitution 
itself, subject to the provisions of the enabling 
law," De Castro said, adding: 

"We should not waste our opportunity to 
amend and revise our Constitution. And for a. 
comprehensive review and revision of our 
Charter, there is a need for greater informa- 
tion and discussion in the grass-roots level, 


especially on the issues of the proposed shift 
from the presidential to parliamentary form 
of government, and the accompanying transi- 
tory provisions.” 

De Castro said the country would move for- 
ward if the people were properly informed 
and enlightened on the issues involved in de- 
cision-making. 


Alternative centers 

The militant Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
abayan and allied groups called on the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines to open parish doors for the education 
of the public on the government's supposed 
‘motives in amending the Charter. 

“Make them alternative centers where peo- 
ple can really know what is behind the 
Cha-cha moves of the administration. These 
centers can also gather signatures and ampli- 
fy the people's opposition,” said Bayan secre- 
tary general Renato Reyes. 

According to Reyes, the CBCP's moral influ- 
ence is very much needed because President 
Macapagal-Arroyo is “hell-bent on pushing 
Charter change despite serious legal and 
moral questions.” 

“The administration is trying to co-opt the 
barangays. Hopefully they will not be able to 
co-opt the parishes,” Reyes said. 

‘A number of Catholic bishops had earlier 
expressed reservations about Charter change. 

Manila Archbishop Gaudencio Cardinal 
Rosales had si that the problem lay 
more in the character of the people serv- 
ing in the government, not in the Constitu- 
tion itself. 

"The CBCP has been consistent in its posi- 
tion. We hope that it could link up with peo- 
ples organizations, especially in the commu- 
nities, for this common effort of frustrating 
Ms Arroyos Charter change drive,” Reyes 
said. 

Bayan is involved in the People's Move- 
ment Against Arroyo's Charter Change (Peo- 
ples March), a multisectoral group composed 
Of lawyers, members of the academe, envi- 
ronmentalists, Church people and other sec- 
tors 


Let process take its course 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye urged politi 
cians opposed to the signature drive to allow 
the “democratic process” to take its course. 

“Instead of continuing the destructive poli- 
ticking on the issue of the people's initiative, 
we suggest that our politicians let the process 
roll on to its natural course and let the people 
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substantive changes in our Constitution,” 
Bunye told reporters. 

“The more they try to demean this effort of 
the people, [the more they] show their inse- 
curity," he said. 

Bunye said Malacafiang had allowed the 
drive to run its course without interference.” 

He expressed the Palace's elation over peo- 
ple “responding to the call for transformation 
and change.” 

Michael Defensor, Ms Arroyo's chief of 
staff, said the people's "hearts and minds" 
were now open to joining the Charter change 
discussions instead of leaving the matter to 
the politicians. 

“In the past months, we have seen a coup 
plot and destabilization efforts, and I think 
many people are convinced that in order to 
have stability and respond to many of our 
problems today, we have to [institutionalize] 
the reforms needed,” he said. 

Defensor called on those critical of Charter 
change to take part in the debate and in insti- 
tuting political reforms. 

“By continuing to limit themselves to poli- 
ticking and trying to muddle the issue of 
Charter change, this also becomes a disser- 
vice to the people," he told reporters in a 
briefing. 


‘Insult’ 

Both Defensor and Bunye denied the oppo- 
sition’s claim that fraud and manipulation 
had marked the signature drive. 

Defensor said it was an “insult” to the resi- 
dents of his district in Quezon City for one to 
say that they took part in the signature drive 
without understanding Charter change. 

Bunye said such accusations were “un- 
founded and farfetched." 

‘And while the Palace reiterated that it had 
no direct involvement in the signature drive, 
itreiterated Ms Arroyo's full support for Char- 
ter change. 

“What we can say is right from the start, the 
President [has been] straightforward and 
very open ... that she is in favor of changing 
the Constitution, And during her State of the 
Nation address [last year), she even specified 
the preferred manner of changing the Consti- 
tution [and that is through a constituent as- 
sembly|"Bunyesaid. With reports from 
Cynthia D. Balana, Christian V. Esguerra 
and Christine O. Avendano 
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By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
tives inquiry has resulted in two 
“Hello Garci” reports, separate 
findings, no closure. 

‘At dusk yesterday, the majori- 
ty and minority blocs came up 
with separate committee reports 
on the wiretapping scandal that 
nearly unseated President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo last year. 

Tt was the majority bloc repre- 
sented by chairs of the five 
House committees that first 
handed its report to Speaker 
Jose de Venecia. 

De Venecia congratulated the 
chairs led by Rep. Emmylou Tali- 
no-Santos for "their wisdom and 
dedication to duty" 

The minority report penned 
by Cavite Rep. Gilbert Remulla 
highlighted the futility of the 
search for truth behind an oppo- 
sition allegation that the record- 
ings showed that Ms Arroyo 


Separate findings, no closure 


phoned Election Commissioner 
Virgilio Garcillano to boost her 
chances of winning the 2004 
presidential race. 

“les likewise undeniable that 
the Arroyo government, in gener- 
al, has shown utter disregard, if not 
disrespect, towards the inquiry 
‘Though members of the adminis- 
tration appeared during the public 
hearings, nothing substantial was 
presented to help ferret out the 
truth," said the minority report. 


Lost opportunity 

‘The report said that the 14 
public hearings could have “fi- 
nally be the moment for 
Congress to address the linger- 
ing problem of election cheating, 
but with the way the witnesses 
conducted themselves, the op- 
portunity was lost.” 

‘The minority report would be 
“appended” to the main report, 
said Santos. 

‘As expected, there was noth- 


ing new in the majority's find- 
ings and recommendations. 

"The main report did not devi- 
ate from the revised draft report 
it routed to committee members 
on March 13, which admitted the 
failure of the joint congressional 
inquiry to unravel the mystery of 
the political controversy. 

The report said that the hear- 
ings “only raised more issues 
and answered none,” thus 
Congress should “continue to 
seek the answers ... and in par- 
ticular subpoena phone records 
to establish the likelihood or un- 
likelihood that alleged wiretap- 
ping conversations could have 
taken place.” 


Citein contempt 

In plenary session, Remulla 
asked that Garcillano, along 
with his lawyer, Eddie Tamon- 
dong, be cited in contempt for 
claiming he did not leave the 
country on July 14, 2005, con- 


trary to a note verbale issued by 
the Singaporean Embassy. 

Remulla also cited a certifica- 
tion issued by the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas last March 20 
that one of the two passports 
Garcillano submitted to the joint. 
committee was defective. 

Upon Remulla's persistent re- 
quest, the joint committee asked. 
BSB which prints all blank pass- 
ports for the Department of For- 
eign Affairs, to examine the pass- 
ports last February. 

"The certification showed that 
Garcillano's second passport 
(No. JJ243816) issued to him in 
2002 did not conform to stan- 
dard on six counts. However, the 
previous passport — (No. 
BB602533), wl he also sub- 
mitted to the joint inquiry, "con- 
forms to standard." 


House insulted 
Remulla said the House lead- 
ership should take a "strong ac- 


tion" against Garcillano and Ta- 
mondong who, he said, went on 
television accusing the joint 
committee of tampering with the 
passport, 

“What should we do? (They) 
insulted us outright. Is this how 
we defend the institutional pride 
and dignity of the chamber?” 
asked Remulla. 

He said the two caused him 
“personal injury" 

The majority, however, pre- 
vailed upon Remulla to withhold 
temporarily the motion seeking 
tocite the two in contempt pend- 
ing action of the plenary on the 
two committee reports. 


BSP did not say passport fake 

Rep. Prospero Pichay said the 
BSP findings did not say the 
passport was fake, 

"It did not say that. Itonly said 
some of the features did not con- 
form to standard. The BSP is not 
the authority when it comes to 


ascertaining authenticity 
passports,” said Pichay. 

‘The inquiry was mounted fol- 
lowing the release in June last 
year of wiretapped phone con- " 
versations purportedly between 
President Arroyo and Garcil- * 
lano. 

The opposition said the 
recordings were evidence that 7 
Ms Arroyo cheated in the May 
2004 elections. The President 
has denied the allegations and in 
September last year, her domi- "| 
nant allies in the House killed an 
impeachment attempt against 
her that stemmed from disclo- 
sures in the wiretaps. 

Last November, the House “i 
probers released a draft report ^ 
on their hearings accusing Mala- 
cafiang of cover-up. Ms. Arroyo's 
allies blocked the report and in- "| 
stead demanded that the 
episode highlighted an opposi- * 
tion attempt to unseat the 58- 
year-old President. 
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Abu Sayyaf blamed for deadly Jolo bombing 


From page Al 

office released yesterday a list 
of the nine fatalities, including 
a 2-year-old girl. Twenty oth- 
ers were wounded in the at- 
tack—the second in Jolo this 
year. A man was killed in a 
blast at a videoke bar last 
month. (See list of fatalities 
below.) 

Senior Supt, Ahirum Ajirim, 
provincial police director, de- 
scribed the blast as being “very 
powerful" that it tore away half of 
the store building. 


Device used by Abu 

He said investigation showed 
the blast was caused by a home- 
made bomb packed with am- 
monium nitrate and detonated 
by a cell phone hooked to a 
timer. It was probably hidden in 
the baggage counter, he said. 
This type of explosive had been 
used before by the Abu Sayyaf, 
he said. 

‘There was also a letter sent to 
the store, run by Catholic Marists, 
seeking an unspecified amount of 
money, said Brig. Gen, Alexander 
Aleo, commander of the military- 
led antiterrorism Task Force 
Comet. It was signed Abu Abdul 
Gawi, the nom de guerre of Ismin 
Sahiron, son of Abu Sayyaf leader 
Radulan Sahiron. 


Warning 

The letter, which was left at a 
nearby pharmacy, told the store 
management of the impending 
attack that would serve as à 
warning to those who ignored the 
groups demands. Two mobile 
phone numbers were provided. 

"There was no particular 
amount, but they were demand- 
ing something and it stated there 
that the Abu Sayyaf was willing 
to negotiate," Aleo said. 

The device and the letter 
showed that the bombing was 
masterminded by the Abu Sayyaf, 
said Aleo. 


Marines cause tension 

Ajirim said a man earlier re- 
ported as having been detained 
following the blast was identified 
as a Marine and was released af- 
ter police found no evidence to 
lini him to the incident, 


The Ingumer learned that 
prior to the release of the Ma- 
rine, a near shoot-out between 
his unit and the local police oc- 
curred. 

The tension started when 
Marines, on two 6 x 6 trucks and 
an armored personnel carrier, 
went to the Jolo police station 
and at gunpoint demanded their 
colleague's release. Tension was 
defused and the Marine was 
freed, according to Mayor 
Alkramer Izquierdo. 


Like savages 

zquierdo said he was unhappy 
with the incident. "If the suspect 
is a member of the military, then 
shall we let him go free? It should 
be a big no, there should be due 
process,” Izquierdo said. 

“It was an insult to us and to 
the entire police organization be- 
cause they did not respect the 
rule of law for acting like savages 
at the height of our sorrow,” he 
said. 

But Col. Juancho Sabban, com- 
mander of the 3rd Marine 
Brigade, said the arrest of the Ma- 
rine was uncalled for. "My opera- 
tive was there at the scene to get 
pictures and information on the 
blast. Yes, he was bringing a VHF 
radio that was supposed to be for 
repair. Did the police know that 
the triggering device was a cell 
phone and not a dead VHF ra- 
dio?" Sabban said. 

Ajirim said the Marine was in- 
vited for questioning only be- 
cause he did not have an identifi- 
cation card when he was accosted 
forcarrying a handgun. 


Fatalities 

Killed on Monday were Nasser 
Hadjirul of Barangay Martirez; Je- 
sus Cabrera of Barangay Kasala- 
matan; Titing Nasesa and Marivic 
Manuel, 40, of Habena village; 
Masser Saibuddin, head teacher 
of Tongkil Elementary School in 
Tongkil town; Mocarsa Ab- 
duharim, 18, of Camp Andres, 
Luuk town; Babygirl Sahipa, 2, of 
Indanan; Al Kissae of Pangutaran, 
and a woman who was bumed be- 
yond recognition. With reports 
from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr, 
Michael Lim Ubac, Dona Z. Pazz- 
ibugan and Luige A. del Puerto 


Court temporarily stops 
DOJ inquiry into Ultra . 
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danes, Francisco Rivera, Mel Feli- 
ciano and Jean Owen Ercia. 


ABS-CBN strategy 

NBI officials yesterday said the 
resort to a restraining order was 
part of an ABS-CBN strategy "to 
bide time” while negotiating an 
amicable settlement. A successful 
negotiation on the network’ civil 
liabilities could lead to the drop- 
ping of the criminal complaint, 
they said. 

NBI executive officers for the 
National ^ Capital ^ Region 
Rosauro Bautista and Ferdinand. 
Lavin said the issuance of the 
TRO was a "welcome develop- 
ment." 

"The TRO would give us extra. 
time to go over the legal grounds 
set by the petitioner,” Lavin sald. 

Lasala, however, stressed that 
strong evidence against the ac- 
cused remained tobe the “bottom 
line." 


"We strongly believe that the 
evidence we presented is suffi- 
cient to warrantthe indictment of 
the accused in court," Lasala sald, 
“Wwe also have to consider the vic- 
tims pursuing thelr cases, who 
opted not to submit affidavits of 
desistance so far.” 


Some victims angry 

VACC founding chair Dante 
Jimenez said many of the victims 
were angered by the issuance of 
the TRO, 

“The relatives of the dead vic- 
tims feel that there is a very dim 
prospect of achieving justice be- 
cause of the delay" Jimenez told 
the Inquinen in a phone interview. 

He, however, said that the vic- 
tims were open to an amicable 
settlement with ABS-CBN “as 
long as the network is sincere,” 

"The victims also want 
Wowowee to elther stop airing or 
undergo restructuring with the 
replacement of (Wille) Revil- 
lame as host," Jimenez said, 
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ESTRADA sworn in as defense witness during his trip to the witness stand. 
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Erap returns 
to stand today, 
nixes clemency 


By Nelson F. Flores 


FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA IS EXPECTED TO RE- 

but charges he received protection money from jueteng lords when 

he takes the witness stand again today at the resumption of his 
w five-year-old plunder trial, one of his lawyers said yesterday. 


Former Manila City Prosecutor Jose 


RE EEES 


Flaminiano said Estrada would prove that he 
did not receive any bribe money from jueteng, 
an illegal numbers game, as alleged by Ilocos 
Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson. 

Tn his testimony last week, the 68-year-old 
Estrada also denied Singson's allegations that 
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Fred and Presy Ramos, business owners, 
with their children Maureen and Adrian. 
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the former actor-turned-President had re- 
ceived P130 million in kickbacks from tobac- 
co excise taxes in Ilocos Sur. 

Flaminiano, who is conducting Estrada's 
direct examination, said that aside from re- 
butting the alleged tax kickbacks and gam- 
bling payoffs, Estrada's testimony would also 
touch on the former Presidents alleged secret 
bank account and his alleged attempt to inter- 
vene in the stock marker to favor a company 
owned by his friend Dante Tan. 

The Estrada camp yesterday also rejected 
talk of clemency for the toppled leader. 

Former Maguindanao Rep. Didagen Dilan- 
galen, a spokesman for Estrada, said clemen- 
cy was not at all being discussed within the 
former presidents circle because they be- 
lieved he would be acquitted. 


* 
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Prosecution's case weak 

"How can we talk of clemency when we are. 
all one in our assessment that the prosecu- 
tion's case is inherently weak?” Dilangalen 
said. "These are trumped-up and politically 
motivated charges that would not stand up to 
the courts scrutiny" 

Aside from impeaching the testimonies of 
prosecution witnesses such as Singson on the 
plunder and perjury charges, Estrada also 
seeks to prove that he was illegally removed 
from power through a conspiracy among civil 
society groups, the Left and the Right, thus 
depriving him prematurely of immunity from 
suit. 

The former President will also show how 
he had been offered immunity from suit in ex- 
change for agreeing to go into exile abroad 
and how he had become a victim of “selective 
prosecution," Flaminiano added. 

Meanwhile, Sandiganbayan Sheriff Ed Uri- 
eta said security would remain tight today at 
the anti-graft court's compound. 

He said the court had requested assistance 
from the Quezon City Police District as Estra- 
das supporters were expected to stage 
demonstrations in front of the Sandigan- 
bayan building. 

Asin last week's hearing, no live radio or tele- 
vision coverage would be allowed from within. 
the courtroom during the hearing, Urieta said. 
This time, the court will not allow still photogra- 
phers inside the courtroom, he added. 


OGLE eI 


Photographers not allowed 

“We will not allow pictures to be taken in- 
side the courtroom,” Urieta said in Filipino. 
“Ies unwieldy. Two people were injured last 
week because it was unruly.” 

According to Dilangalen, talk of clemency 
for the former President was part of the Ar- 
royo administration's diversionary tactics to 
cover up the weakness of the prosecution's 
case particularly in light of recent surveys 
showing Estrada had higher approval ratings 
than President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“Even if you trace all these talks of recon 
tion over the past five years, you will see that 
resident Estrada never once entertained any of 
these offers because he is committed to only one 
thing: proving his innocence before an honor- 
able court and regaining his honor and freedom 
through legal processes,” Dilangalen said. 

Memorandum Circular No. 155 dated Nov. 
17, 2004 granting clemency to convicts aged 
70 and above on humanitarian grounds would 
mot apply to Estrada's case, Dilangalen added. 

“As far as we are concerned, that circular 
covers only those who have been convicted of 
a crime and we believe President Estrada will 
be acquitted because there is absolutely no 
evidence against him that would warrant his 
conviction,” he said. 
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B Families of slain 
Abu Sayaf 
members 
to sue PNP /A24 
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By DJ Yap 


DAYS AFTER THE RAID ON FOUR SMALL 
Town Lottery (STL) outlets in Quezon City, 
the police filed charges against officials of the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office and 
Benchmark Acquisition International Corp., 
the STL franchise holder in the city. 

Charged with illegal gambling in the QC 
Prosecutor's Office on Monday were PCSO as- 
sistant general manager for lottery Conrado 
Zabella, regional manager Adonis Curato, 
and Benchmark president and general man- 
ager Jojie Atienza. 

‘Also charged were Benchmark chief executive 
officer Alvin Atienza, assistant operations manag- 
er Prospero Atienza, and eight other employees. 

The Quezon City police District Intelli- 
gence and Investigation Division accused the 
13 of violating Presidential Decree 1602, or 
the Anti-Illegal Gambling Act, and city ordi- 
nance SP-91, series of 1993, or operating 
without a business permit. 

‘The STLis a project of the PCSO that is sup- 
posed to replace the illegal numbers game 
“jueteng.” According to a Department of Inte- 
rior and Local Government official, Mala- 
canang has allowed the PCSO to conduct STL 
test runs fora year. 


Mayor's permit. 

Interior Assistant Secretary Bryan Yam- 
suan, however, said that if the STL outlets 
were operating without a mayor's permit, the 
police could make arrests. 

‘According to the charge sheet signed by 
Supt. Roger James Brillantes, DD chief, the 
13 engaged in illegal gambling activities 
when they conducted a test run of the game 
on March 25. 

‘The police said they had conducted surveil- 
lance operations on the STL outlets after May- 
or Feliciano Belmonte Jr. ordered all STL op- 
erations in the city stopped. 

Last Saturday, police raided the STL head 
office at Unit 109, Prima Building on East Av- 
enue, and three other outlets. They also ar- 
rested more than 60 collectors and operators. 

The police seized a computer set, three 
telephones, a steel cabinet with PCSO mark- 
ings, a set of drawing numbers and other 
gambling paraphernalia. 


Prerogative 

Benchmark lawyer Amold Bayobay said he 
has not yet received a copy of the charges but 
added that the company “welcomed” the op- 
portunity to present their side in a regular 
proceeding, "es the prerogative of the appre- 
hending officers to file subsequent cases,” he 
said. Earlier, he said Benchmark would stop 
itsoperations temporarily until it has the nec- 
essary mayor's and business permits. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Manuel Villar yesterday 
said that reviving STL operations would not 
stop jueteng. Villar, chairman of the Senate 
committee on public order and illegal drugs, 
said in a statement that STL was not the solu- 
tion to jueteng since it also promotes “the cul- 
ture of gambling." 

STL was first introduced during the Aquino 
administration but it proved "no match for 
jueteng’s popularity and bigger prize money,” 
he added. 

A former big-time jueteng operator, on the 
other hand, said that STL would end up being 
run by the same people involved in the illegal 
numbers game. “The kings of jueteng will also 
be the kings of STL,” Wilfredo “Boy” Mayor 
told the Ingumer. With Philip C. Tubeza and 
Christian V Esguerra 


Deadly fight 
over children 


IT STARTED WITH A PETTY FIGHT BE- 
tween two children. 

But neighbors were surprised to find out 
that the fight eventually led to the death of Di- 
mawari Antonio and his partner, Daisy, who 
were found dead of stab wounds inside their 
house at Multinational Village, Barangay 
Moonwalk, Parafiaque City. 

SP03 Bernardo Mendoza, homicide investi- 
gator, said the suspect in the killings , Domin- 
go Dabu, was identified by the couple's nine- 
year-old daughter who witnessed the killing. 
Dabu, however, escaped before the police ar- 
rived, 

Clemente Advincula, the barangay chair, 
said an old grudge could be the motive behind 
the killing. “A fight between their children de- 
veloped into a feud between the two couples," 
said Advincula, Jocelyn R. Uy 
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By Abigail L. Ho the 
2k SUPREME COURT RULING 
nay lead to the cutting of power 
‘to vital installations in the south- 
‘eqn part of Metro Manila, includ- 
ing Makati, the country’s finan- 
cial center. to 
7 Ina briefing yesterday, Nation- 
al Transmission Corp. (Transco) 
president and chief executive 
‘Alan Ortiz said the company will 
appeal the recent Supreme Court 
ruling stopping the firm from en- 
ergizing and transmitting high- 
voltage electric current through 


Quezon City. 


- CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY 


Sucat-Araneta-Balintawak. 
transmission lines. 

The high tribunal upheld the 
decision handed down by a 
Makati Regional Trial Court in 
2000 preventing the National 
Power Corp. from sending power 
its cables from Sucat in 
Parafaque to Araneta Ave. in 


The lower courts ruling was 
based on a petition filed by resi- 
dents of Dasmarifias Village in 
Makati which had opposed the 
transmission line project because 
of health concerns. 


Z LOCAL government officials, representatives from Greenpeace, 
“floods in 2004 gathered recently at the Bantayog ng mga Bayani in Quezon Avenue. They lit | 


In its decision, the Supreme 
Court said there was enough evi- 
dence that the power lines could 
be endangering the health and 
safety of residents in the area 
where the lines pass through. 


Crucial line 

"When the Supreme Court de- 
nies our appeal and says we have 
to shut down the line, we will ap- 
peal again and again,” Ortiz said. 
‘The power network was a “cru- 
cial” line and could not be turned 
off just like that, he added. 

“The Sucat-Araneta line is the 


“kof the thousands of victims of disasters caused by illegal logging. rer 
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Makati's newest residents 

A PAIR of black-orowned 
night herons would soon 
be the newest attractions 
atthe Makati Park and 
Garden in Barangay West 
Rembo. The city govern- 
ment adopted the herons 
‘which were earlier rescued 
by personnel of the Parks 
and Wildife Bureau ofthe 
Department of Environ- 
mentand Natural Re- 
sources, "The adoption of 
H the herons underscores 
‘the city government's thrust of protecting the environ- 
ment and wildlife for posterity and enjoyment of the com- 
ing generations," Mayor Jejomar Binay said in a state- 
"ment, Makati Information and Community Relations De- 
partment chief Joey Salgado said herons were part of the 
city’s landscape when Makati was stil an undeveloped 
swampland prior to the Spanish colonization in the 16th 
century. The city recently became a protected area for 
birds after the city councl passed an ordinance that de- 
clared Makati a bird sanctuary. Tarra V. Quismundo 


Cop killed on the job 

ŠA POLICEMAN was stabbed and shot dead while trying to 
‘arrest an armed suspect in Manila last Monday. POT 
Randy Adovas, 29, assigned at the Phlippine National 
"Police Regional Special Action Unit (PNP-RSAU) at Camp 
Bagong Diwa, Taguig City, died of several gunshot and 
‘stab wounds. Suspect Joseph Asilan, an employee of 
_Fransworld Brokerage Corp. and a resident of Area A Ca- 
marin Compound, Caloocan City, was arrested shorty af- 
‘tar the incident. SPO2 Willam Gondranios of the Manila 
“Police District Homicide Section sald Adovas had at- 


ILLUSTRATIONS ANTHONY MSTADES 


Roldan hearing postponed for 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


TOR THE THIRD TIME THIS 
year, the hearing for the kidnap- 
ping case filed against actor and 
former Quezon City Rep. Dennis 
Roldan was postponed. 

.Roldan was about to present 

witnesses to support his applica- 
‘tion for bail yesterday but the 
‘prosecution objected. 
7 The actor, whose real name is 
Mitchell Gumabao, is accused of 
“masterminding the kidnapping of 
a.three-year-old Chinese-Filipino 
boy in February 2005. His group 
allegedly demanded at least P250 
million in ransom at the start of 
the negotiations—an allegation 
he had denied. 

"This is just a motion for bail. 
The court should just decide 
based on the evidences and wit- 
‘nesses presented by the prosecu- 
tion," prosecutor Philip Dela Cruz 


present 


not strong. 


told the inquinen yesterday. 

He said that based on court 
rules, petition for bail hearings 
should be “summary in nature.” 


Purpose-defeating 

If the defense was allowed to 
evidence, 
added, this would turn the hear- 
ing "into a trial on the merits, de- 
feating the summary purpose of 
the bail hearing.” 

Sought for comment, Roldan's 
lawyer, Karl Arian Castillo, said 
they just wanted “to exercise 
(their) right to due process.” 

"We want the proceedings to 
be speedy—but that is not hap- 
pening,” Castillo added, a 

‘The charges against Roldan are 
hot bailable. However, the actor, 
in his petition for bail, had said 
that the evidence against him was 


Because of the prosecution's 


tempted to arrest a stil unidentified suspect for illegal 
possession of a deadly weapon, a 29-inch knife. Asilan, 
however, stabbed the victim while the other suspect. 
grabbed the policeman's service firearm and shot him 
several times. Gondranios said the police were tracking 
the whereabouts of the other suspect. Margaux C. Ortiz 


Parents, watch your kids 
PARARAQUE policemen yesterday asked parents to keep 
an eye on their children following the recovery of a four 
year-old boy from a suspect- 

ad kidnapper on Monday. 

"We are asking all parents to t 
especially when they are Sis 

playing outside," said city po- 

lice chief Supt. Ronald Es- j^? 

"les. Estes added that a 

new kidnapping syndicate 

has been targeting children 

aged tour to six in Metro 

Manila. The gang, he said, reportedly sell their victims as 
organ donors for at least P40,000. Police arrested Ruben 
Basario after he allegedly kidnapped a boy in Barangay 
San Martin de Porres in Upper Bicutan, PNR Site. Estilles 
said Basario could be a member of the syndicate. "We are 
Stil conducting further investigation on the suspect," Es- 
tiles tod the Inounen yesterday Joceyn R. Uy 
One-woman art show 
ARTIST Gracia de Leon-Imago has captured the 
‘ephemeral beauty of butterflies on canvas in her ongo- 
ing exhibit at the National Telecommunications Com- 
mission building on BIR Road, East Triangle, Dillman, 
Quezon City. Aptly titled "Butterfly Series,” this one- 
woman show is open to the pubic from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
"The exhibit ends tomorrow. 


objection, Pasig City Regional Tri- 
al Court Branch 261 Judge Agnes 
Reyes-Carpio asked the prosecu- 
tion and the defense to submit a 
position paper on Friday. 


Hearing reset 

She also reset the hearing on 
April 11. 

The prosecution has already 
presented at least 10 witnesses, 
including policemen who testi- 
fied they saw Roldan in the safe- 
houses were the boy was 
brought, and the boys mother 
who claimed she had negotiated. 
with Roldan for her son's release. 

The defense was about to pre- 
sent witnesses on January 31, but 
Carpio failed to show up at the 
hearing because she was sick 

The hearing was reset on 
February 21, exactly a year after 
Roldan was arrested in his house. 
in Quezon City. But the lawyer of 


Dela Cruz 


main artery, so this is a crucial 
line. We cannot just turn it off be- 
cause this would be a disadvan- 
tage to millions of consumers 
who rely on electricity for their 
daily livelihood,” Ortiz sai 

Should the network be shut 
down, it would affect power sup- 
ply to vital installations such as 
the Edsa Metro Rail Transit 3 
(MRT3) the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport, as well as the 
Makati Central Business District. 

“Hopefully, more enlightened 
paries would give us more 
breathing space to maintain the 


line. Clearly, to cut is not an im- 
mediate option, since all commu- 
nities linked to the line will have 
no electricity, including the MRT 


and Naia,” he said 


He added that it would take 
Transco between 12 and 18 
months to work on diverting the 
power from the Sucat-Araneta- 


Balintawak line. 


‘Since Transco had not yet been 
created when the Makati RTC is- 
sued its decision regarding the 
Sucat-Araneta-Balintawak line in 
2000, Napocor would have to be 
the one to make an appeal. 
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nongovernment organizations and residents of three towns in Quezon severely affected by flash 
,500 candles laid out on the ground in the shape ofa tree in memory 
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Firm staves off power cutoff via SC appea 


In October last year, a power 
outage lasting close to two hours 
hit certain areas in the south as 
well as the province of Laguna 
when Transco encountered prob- 
Jems in the Sucat-Araneta line, 


Brownouts E 

The affected areas included 
‘Makati, Pasay, Taguig, Mandaluy- 
ong, Las Piñas, Parafiaque and 
Laguna. The Naia domestic and 
international terminals as well as 
the Centennial Terminal and 
MRT3 operations all suffered 
power interruptions, 


Forest by the bay 


By Tina G. Santos 


PROMENADERS WHO FREQUENT THE CUL- 
tural Center of the Philippines (CCP) grounds 
at the boundary of Pasay and Manila may be 
glad to know that an urban forest will soon be 
developed in the area. 

Regina Paterno, president of Winner Foun- 
dation, said a lightly-wooded area on the 
CCP grounds along Roxas Boulevard will be 
transformed into an ecological showcase. 

Thé urban forest, which would be called 
“Liwasang Kalikasan,” will be inaugurated 
during the Earth Day celebration next 
month, 

“It will also be a venue for cultural and ed- 
ucational activities,” Paterno told INQUIRER. 

‘The urban forest is a project of the CCR 
Winner and other environmental advocate 
groups like Haribon Foundation, the Lasal- 
Tian Institute for the Environment and the 
Philippine ‘Tropical Forest Conservation 
Foundation. 

Paterno said they decided to nurture an- 
other forest to provide a respite for city 
dwellers from pressures that make life in the 
city so stressful. 

"We would like to provide a restful area for 
enjoying nature, one of the few locations in 
the city where the spirit can be recharged. 
We feel that each city should have an urban 
forest to fight off pollution,” Paterno added. 

Winner Foundation is the caretaker of the 
Arroceros Forest Park, just beside the Pasig 
River. The foundation, however, is embroiled 
in a court case with the Manila City govern- 
ment which is constructing a building for 
teachers inside the park. 
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Abu Sayyaf kin to sue PNP 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE FAMILIES OF SLAIN ABU 
Sayyaf suspects killed during the 
Bicutan jail siege last year are set. 
to file criminal charges against 
police officials behind the bloody 
assault. 

Ren Jalaludin Ropeta, vice chair 
of the Moro-Christian Peoples’ Al- 
liance (MCPA) said they are now 
forming a legal committee, together 
with human rights groups, to assist 
families of the victims in pursuing 
criminal and administrative cases 
against members of the Philippine 
National Police who led in the as- 
sault on the Metro Manila District 
Jail in Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig 
City on March 15, 2005. 

Former Interior Secretary Angelo 
Reyes, former PNP Chief Edgar Agli- 
pay and Chief Director General Ar- 
turo Lomibao will be among those 
charged, Ropetasaid, — " 


Response 

“Twenty-three inmates, including 
three top leaders of the Abu Sayyaf 
bandit group, were killed during the 
siege. 

A Commission on Human 
Rights (CHR) report on the inci- 
dent said that the PNP's re- 
sponse to the attempted jail- 


3rd time 


accused Noel San Andres, who 
was to testify in Roldan’s favor, 
came late and after Carpio had al- 
ready suspended the hearing due 
to his absence, Carpio also took a 
one-month mandatory leave 
which ended last week. 


Prosecution scared? 

"Maybe the prosecution is just 
afraid (of my client’ testimony)," 
lawyer Dodgie Encinas, lawyer of 
accused San Andres, said 

Roldan, San Andres and his 
wife Rowena, Romeo Orcajada 
and Adrian Domingo are de- 
tained at the Pasig City Jail while 
accused Octavio Garces is de- 
tained at the Philippine National 
Police Custodial Service, 

Alberto Pagdanganan had 
turned state witness while ac- 
cused Suzette Wang, Roldan's al- 
Teged girlfriend and fellow mas- 
termind, has remained at large, 


break resulted in the killing of 
inmates who were not part of 


the escape try. 


The report also recommended the 
filing of criminal charges against the 
officials involved in the incident. 
"Though it has taken the CHR too 
long to finalize its investigation, we 
are nevertheless glad that it stood for 
the truth and heeded the pleas for 
justice of the bereaved families of the 
unjustly slain Moro detainees,” 


Ropeta said. 
Hard to take 


Hadji Insih Moctar, whose hus- 
band, Abu-Khayr Moctar and father, 
Ahmad Upao were killed during the 
assault, will be the primary com- 


plainant. 


“My father and husband were 
both innocent. They were not part of 
the jailbreak. Their unjust killing was 


hard to take,” she said. 


were also dismayed over the de- 
tainees “poor” conditions inside the 
jai. 

Some of the inmates who were 
hurt during the siege have not been 
given medical treatment until now, 
May Vargas, MCPA information offi- 
cer told the INQUIRER 

"They need to undergo surgery, 
but jail officials said they lack the 
funds,” she added. 

Since the botched jailbreak and 
the bloody assault, the inmates were. 
also denied their conjugal rights, 
Vargas said. 

“The discriminatory treatment 
against the detainees has persisted 
fora year,” Ropeta said. 

“They have been subjected to 
worse detention conditions, worse 
even than the conditions at the max- 
imum security prison in Muntinlu- 
pa,” he added. 


Witnesses had said that Upao, a 


75-year-old bedridden detainee suf- 
fering from Alzheimer’s disease, sur- 


vived the assault. 


But he was allegedly shot by the 
police as he was being moved by in- 
mates to the second floor of the jail 


facility. 


MCPA members who visited the 
120 Muslim detainees at Camp 
Bagong Diwa last week said they 


He added that the Department of 
Interior and Local Government 
should recognize the inmates ap- 
peal for humane treatment to avoid 
further violation of human rights. 

On the other hand, jail authorities 
have allowed the inmates to hold 
prayers and religious discussions, a 
privilege which had been stopped af- 
ter the siege, 


cream. 


NATURE'S BEAUTIES 

Atrio of beauty queens visited the INQUIRER yesterday. Areine 
Villanueva (Miss Philippines Water), Genebelle Raagas (Earth) 
and Nadia Leo Cien Dele Cruz (Air) kept cool by eating ice 
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Vietnam to host int’! meet: 
on effects of Agent Orange , 


HANOI—VIETNAM WAS SET TO HOST AN 
international conference Tuesday on the ef- 
fects of the Vietnam War defoliant Agent Or- 
ange, bringing together veterans and dele- 
gates from atleast six countries. 

Vietnamese civilians and soldiers from all 
sides of the conflict claim health defects from 
the chemical that US forces used to strip away 
jungle cover and destroy food crops. 

Victims from Vietnam and elsewhere have 
been fighting for compensation from Monsanto 
Corp, Dow Chemical and other former produc- 
ers of the toxic chemical, which was named af- 
ter its orange striped containers. 

A New York court last year dismissed a Viet- 
namese lawsuit representing millions of victims. 
The Vietnamese team has launched an appeal. 

“To fight and defeat the Americans in the war 
was difficult," professor Nguyen Trong Nhan, 
vice president of the Vietnam Dioxin/Agent Or- 
ange Victims Association, said. “Winning in 
courtis even more difficult. 

“Even if we have sufficient evidence about 


na 


VIETNAM'S alleged Agent Orange victims 
Le Van O (left) and Van Long. 


Nhan said the two-day meeting would bring 
together veterans and campaigners from Viet- 
nam, the United States, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Korea and Canada, 

His group says that between 1961 and 1971, 
the US military dropped more than 100,000 
tons of toxic chemicals on southern Vietnam, 


I! Eight-month-old baby enjoying a dive in Athens March 27. Doctors say that swimming can help babies" 


s bos f ein ictims, the American jud, [ways re- i $ y 
[e circulatory and respiratory systems, assistin strengthening their muscles and improving their posture. [E n e American judges can alwaysre- exposing anywhere between 2.1 milion and 48 


p million people. AFP 


US immigration bill advances as protests spread 


WASHINGTON—AN  IMMIGRA- majority has come out against le- Bush said. notanamnesty measured bill.” move the students off the road 
tion reform bill that would create a gal incentives, ‘ould pretend that im- "A path to earned citizenshipis With his job approval rating at but no accidents, injuries or ar- 
guest worker program pushed by The Senate Judiciary Commit- migrants are a threat to Amer what this bill is about,” said Sen. a low-ebb, Bush is facing a new rests were reported. 
Fresident George W Bush won ap. tee passed the measure ona 12-6 can identity, because immigrants Lindsey Graham, a South Caroli test of his political strength dur- In Boston, more than 2000 
proval on Monday from a US Sen- vote. Tt goes othe full Senatelat- have shaped America’s identi,” na Republican who joined Mas. ing a midterm election year, people gathered i rhe citys 
re panel against a backdrop of _er this week, wherea heated de- Provisions of the measure that sachusetts Democrat Sen. Ed- weeks after Republicans desert, common, waving Latin Ameri 
noisy and emotional protests in Los “bate is expected over the guest would allow some oftheestimat- ward Kennedy in offering the ed him ona controversial deal to can, Caribbean and trish flags 
‘Angeles, San Francisoand Detroit. worker program, which critics ed 12 million illegal immigrants measure. He said it was “an allow an Arab company to man- while marching, downtown and 
"The Senate is struggling toen- call an amnesty for some illegal a chance to legalize their status _eleven-year journey” to earn citi- age six US ports. calling for urgent immigration 
act compromise legislation to immigrants. and earn citizenship will set the zenship and candidates would In Los Angeles on Monday, reform. 
Barter semure America's borders ‘The committee's action came stage for a bruising election-year havetopayafine,undergocrim- hundreds of mostly Latino stu- — "fm here to support the His- 
while offering millions a chance as President George W. Bush battle with the House, where inal background checks, leam dents blocked two major down: panic community’ said Amilcar 
to be in the country legally, set- warned on Monday against fear- many of the Republican majority English and pay their taxes. town freeways, chanting in Gonzalez, a 23-year-old illegal 
ting up a politically bruising bat- mongering on the divisiveissue. oppose incentives for illegal im- Senate Judiciary Committee Spanish and waving flags from janitor from Guatemala. "We are 
tle with the US House of Repre- “No one should play on peo- migrants. chair Arlen Specter, a Pennsylva- Mexico and El Salvador. Traffic not terrorists, we just want to 
sentatives, where the Republican ple's fears or try to pit neighbors But Senate backers said itis mia Republican, called it a “a was snarled until police could work? Reuters 


Seafood Festival 


Our newest dishes -- fresh and 
mouth-watering, Available for a 
limited time. Catch ‘em wool 
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Afghanistan to free convert facing death 
KABULAWASHINGTON.— Afghanistan 
wil ree a man who could have faced 
the death penalty for converting from 
istam to Christianity after the West 
pressed Kabul for his release, a US 
state department spokesperson said 
‘on Monday. But the prosecutor in 
charge ofthe case and Afghan presi- 
dental officials were nt valable for 
comment. UN officials said the man 
was seeking asylum abroad, but a so- 
ABDUL Rahman lution to the case was stil! some way 
off. The case raised a storm of protests in the West, threatening to open a 
Tift between Afghanistan and ts Western backers who called for the man's 
release About 1,000 angry Afghans protested on Monday and called for the 
man to be executed. Abdur Rahman, 40, was jailed this month for rejecting 
"slam and converting to Christianity. Islamic sharia law prescribes the death 
penaity for apostasy—abandoning the faith. Rahman became a Christian 
While working toran aid group helping Afghan refugees in Pakistan 15 years 
ago. He atr ved in Germany before returning to Afghanistan. He was de- 
tained after his relatives told authorities he had converted to Christianity. ap- 
parently following a dispute involving two daughters eaters 


France braces for strikes over youth jobs 
PARIS—Hundreds of thousands of people are expected to join a national 
strike in France on Tuesday in a bid to force Prime Minister Dominique de 
Vilpin to abandon a new job law that makes firing young workers easier. 
‘The standoff over the CPE First Job Contract is the toughest test to date for 
Villepin, who has refused to withdraw a measure which critics say will cre- 
atea generation of throwaway workers" and failin its am to cut high youth 
unemployment. The politically potent combination of demonstrations and 


amb o Appetizer 


strikes is likely to cause travel chaos for commuters, as well as air and train t E 
users, with rail workers beginning their 36-hour stoppage late on Monday. 

Employees from the postal service, schools and the media, among others, 

are expected to join the strike, which has been called to coincide with na- 

tionwide protests. With unions estimating at least 135 demonstrations will 

take place on Tuesday, some political commentators fear violence could 


flare, as was the case during protests in Paris last week. 


Liberia’s Taylor disappears 

ABUJA, Nigeri— Former Liberian leader and war crimes suspect Charles 
‘Taylor has disappeared from the villa in which he was living in exile in this 
country, the Nigerian presidency said in a statement Tuesday. The statement 
Said Taylor had let his house in Calabar some time on Monday night and 
President Olusegun Obasanjo, who on Saturday had said that Taylor would 
be handed back to Liberia, had set up a panel to investigate. Obesanjo's 
spokesperson, Remi Oyo, added: "All the security people who were in 
harga of looking after Mr. Taylor have been arrested." A five-member panel 
‘would investigate who was responsible for the disappearance and "ascer- 
tain whether he escaped or was abducted.” AFP 


Ex-Ukraine PM wants job back 
KIEV—Ukrainian firebrand politician Yulia Tymoshenko, buoyed by a strong 
election showing, on Monday de- 
^| manded her job as prime minister 
back as the price for joining a liberai 
alliance to keep Moscow-backed par- 
ties out of office. Her demand re- 
opened a running feud with President 
| Viktor Yushchenko, her erstwhile ally 
in Ukraine's democratic "Orange Rev- 
olution,” who sacked her as premier 
fast year. With just over half the bal- 
iots counted, the largest number ot 
Ll votes had gone to the Regions Party 
uren of former Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovich. He intially won a presi- 
dential election with Moscow's support in 2004 until mass protests against 
fraud led to the result being overturnad, ushering Yushchenko in. But Ty- 
moshenko's showing, pushing Yushchenko's Our Ukraine into third place, 
‘meant the liberal parties could stil combine for an overall majority if they 
could resolve thelr differences. Reuters 


Israelis set to vote 

JERUSALEM Israelis vote In an election on Tuesday billed by interim 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert as a referendum on his plan to uproot some 
Jewish settlements and set Israel's borders If peace efforts with Palestinians 
Stay frozen. Reuters 


Reuters 
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vasiable for dine-in at selected Pizza Hut restaurants nationwide 


ALEXANDRIA, VA.—ZACARIAS MOUSSAOUI SAID ON 
Monday he was supposed to fly a fifth airplane into the 
White House as part of the Sept. 11 plot and knew two oth- 
er planes were to fly into New York's World Trade Center. 


“Taking the stand at his sentencing tri- 

al, Moussaoui—the only person charged 

in the United States in connection with 

the Sept 1l attacks—said ‘shoe- 

bomber" Richard Reid was tojoin him as 

part of the crew in the suicide mission. 
Reid failed in an attempt to blow up 

an American Airlines plane from Paris to 

Miami in December 2001 after 

passengers and crew ~ 

tackled him as he 

tried to ignite explo- 

Siges in his shoe. 

iHe was sen- 

{enced to life im- 


Moussaouřs claim contradicted what 
he said last year in pleading guilty: That 
he was not supposed to be part of the 
Sept. 11 hijackings but was meant to be 
ina second wave of al-Qaida attacks and 
fly an airplane into the White House. 
‘Moussaoui said he did not know the 
precise date of the planned attacks 
‘when he was arrested in Minnesota on 
‘Aug. 16, 2001, and had only scant de- 
tails of the overall plan. 
“I had knowledge that the two tow- 
ers would be hit but I didn’t have the 


4 S, detail,” said Moussaoui, dressed in a 


] green prisoner jumpsuit and white 
eap. 

Asked by Gerald Zerkin, one of 

his attorneys, if he was meant to be 

part of the Sept. 11 attacks, Mous- 
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saoui said: “Yes, I was supposed to pilot 
a planeto hit the White House.” 

‘But shortly after Moussaoui testified, 
comments by Khalid Sheikh Mo- 
hammed—the operational mastermind 
of the Sept. 11 hijackings—contradicted 
theclaim. 

Mohammed, who is being detained 
by the United States and is testifying 
through written statements approved by 
the defense and the prosecution, said 
Moussaoui was meant to be part of a. 
second wave of attacks—not the Sept 
11 hijackings. 

Moussaoui, who testified for nearly 
three hours, is on trial now to determine 
ifhewill be executed. 

US District Judge Leonie Brinkema, 
who is hearing the case, said it could go 
to the jury as early as Wednesday. 

Moussaoui—who does not talk with 
his court-appointed lawyers whom he 
has repeatedly tried to fire—had vowed 
to testify in the trial, though defense ex- 
perts had said he would likely end up 
being one of the best witnesses for the 
prosecution. s 

Moussaoui, who appeared very calm 
and spoke in a matter-of-fact manner in 
contrast to earlier courtroom outbursts, 

said he was asked in 1999 if he wanted 

to be a suicide pilot but he initially 
declined. 

He agreed to take part in the plan 

in 2000 after having a dream about 

fiying a plane into the White House, 

which he talked about with Osama bin 
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THE BUDS begin to blossom on the cherry trees at the Tidal Basin in Washington on March 27. 4? , 
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71 40 Iraqis killed 


| in suicide attack 


on.Army base 


BAGHDAD—A SUICIDE BOMBER KILLED AT. 
least 40 people waiting outside an Iraqi Army 
recruitment center amid rising tension be- 
tween the dominant Shiite leaders and US 
forces over a deadly night raid in Baghdad. 

“Ten other Iraqis were killed in separate rebel 
violence across Iraq on Monday, seven of them: 
in mortar attacks in south Baghdad which 
wounded 35 others, while 16 trading company 
employees were kidnapped by gunmen in the 
capital, 

"The suicide bombing on the recruitment cen- 
ter at an Iraqi Army base called Tamarat near 
the town of Tal Afar, close to the Syrian border 
was the deadliest single attack in Iraq since a 
January assault on police recruits in Ramadi 

‘A militant coalition led by al-Qaida’s Iraq 
branch claimed the blast and identified the sui- 
cide bomber as a Saudi. 

“A brother ... from Mohammed's Peninsula 
(Saudi Arabia) ... wearing an explosives belt 
plunged this morning into the crusaders’ base 
northeast of Tal Afar and infiltrated among 
hundreds of recruits before blowing himself 
up,” said the statement on the Internet by the 
Mujahedeen Consultative Council. 

The council, established in January, groups 
seven Sunni Muslim armed factions and is 
dominated by al-Qaida’s Iraqi branch led by 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. 

The attack came hours after US-backed Iraqi 
special forces carried out a Sunday night raid in 
northeast Baghdad killing at least 16 Shiites, 
and triggering a raft of anti-US reactions from 
the dominant Shiite political parties. 

President Jalal Talabani ordered an investi- 
gation in the raid. 

“This is a grave and dangerous incident,” Ta- 
labani told reporters. 

"The Shiite United Iraqi Alliance (UIA), which 
holds the largest bloc of seats in the parliament 
and controls the government, vociferously con- 
demned the action which it said targeted a 
mosque full of worshippers. 

“US forces and Iraqi special forces commit- 
ted a heinous crime by attacking the Mustafa 
mosque in the neighborhood of Ur,” said Jawad 
Maliki, the number two of outgoing Prime Min- 
ister Ibrahim Jaafari's Dawa Party, reading from 
astatement. 

Ina slap at the Americans, Maliki called on 
the Iraqi security forces to take full charge of se- 
curity in the country, 

The US military said the operation was 
against an insurgent cell and did not involve 
any mosque. 

“Iraqi commandos and soldiers from the 
Iraqi counter-terrorism force killed 16 insur- 
gents and wounded three others during a 
house-to-house search on an objective with 
multiple structures,” the US military said in a 
statement. 

The military admitted that members of the. 
US special forces were present in an advisory 
capacity but said that “no mosques were en- 
tered or damaged during this operation.” 

Large numbers of weapons were found, 
cluding dozens of assault rifles, rocket pro- 
pelled grenades and launchers, two heavy m 
chine guns and material to make explosives, it 
said, AFP 
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^X uL. 
TENNIS: Nasdaq 100; 10 SHORTS! 
am (2 pm), 4 EET WI 
p.m. and midnight; 
STAR Sports— 
Catch the last 16 
from Key Biscayne. 
FOOTBALL: UEFA Champions League Quarterfinals; 
tomorrow at 2:30 a.m; STAR Sports— 
Olympique Lyonnais battles AC Milan. 
Schedules subject to change without prior notice. 


‘Compiled by L. Manguiat 


rat fl 


MONTANA'S AI Vergara tries to elude the pesky defense of 


Gřåñny Goose's Marvin Cruz in yesterday's game. 


PBL scores 


Fistame 

AGNOUA S7— Witla 
2, Santos 9, Varela 9, 
‘Mls 7, Chan 5, Bombeo 3, 
1sip2, C00, Te0, Jones 0, Bar- 
calamo. 

TELETECH 46g 16, 
Dorel 12, Capus 7, Latoreno 
4, Vitamin 3, Aqimo 2, Men- 
ava 2, Merado O, ugh D 
Estada 0, Donal 0, Mag- 
diro 0, Tolentino 0. 

Quarters: 129, 2624, 44- 
3,5146 

Second Game 

MONA 65 —Doin 
Cuesta 15, Compton 15, Bono 
13, Magpayo 11, Bayon 5, 
Espriu 4, Vergara 3, urila 0, 
Guerro 0 Rodriguez, Evan- 
celta, Attianco 0. 

GRANNY GOOSE 
8 Quran 12, tono 10, 
Cnz 8, Dela Poña 7, bale 7, 
Sartos 7, Grad 4, Concha 3, 
‘ibd, Abadon 0. 

Quarters: 11:11, 3230, 
4642,6558 


Viloria 
rematch 
on cards 


FIL-CANADIAN BRIAN 
Vioria doesn't mind giving 
Merican Jose Antonio 
Aguirre another crack at 
his Word Boxing Council 
light flyweight crown. He 
wants an even more con- 
vvincing win than the unan- 
imous decision he eamed 
in hei frst showdown on 
Feb. 18 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Reports indicate 
that both camps are cur- 
rently negotiating for a re- 
match. iino Juanito Ru- 
bilar, the mandatory chal- 
Tenger to Viori tite, has 
been lobbying with the 
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Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
Textus your foedhack: inquirer sprt name/age/ity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


If you don't want this 


Stop Hair Loss Now. 
Call Svenson at 892-HAIR. 


Jewels foil former coach 


Williams imposes might as Spinners turn back Titans 


By Jasmine W. Payo 
BEATING THEIR FORMER COACH 


wasn't the motivation, but the | 


Montaña Jewels came well pre- 
pared for the Granny Goose Tor- 
tillos yesterday. 

Turning to veterans Alex Compton and Eric dela 
Cuesta, the Jewels thwarted the resilient Tortillos, 
66-58, to claim an early 2-0 lead in the PBL Unity Cup 
atthe San Andres Gym. 


R HUMP. 


ing's possible with the Ford Ranger. Tough, mighty and flowing 


Rane “Were here to win, that’s 
onus Tomonnow | our mission,” said Jewels 
(San Andres Gym) | coach Nel Parado, who re- 
2pm—HapoePCU placed Robert Sison two 
vsHarbourCentre | eels ago. "We always 
| 4pm=RanorStine ^ play our best. We came well 
va Toyota Otis prepared for this game." 
Compton and Dela 
Cuesta shot 15 points apiece, while hefty center Ken 
Bono contributed 13 markers. 
Sison recently quit Montaña over disagreements 
with the management. A week later, Sison crossed 
‘over to Granny Goose to be its new head coach. 


m 


Earlier, the Magnolia Spinners again banked on 
Kelly Williams imposing presence to drub newcomer’ 
TeleTech Titans, 57-46. 

‘The 6-foot:7 Williams, last conference's Finals, 
MVR poured in 22 points and grabbed 18 rebounds 
to lead the Spinners to their first win in two games. . > 

“Our loss last Saturday was a wake-up call,” said , 
coach Koy Banal after the Spinners recovered from 
an opening day loss, 64-55, to Granny Goose. “I gave’ 
them a lesson on mental toughness and it paid off.” 

The turning point for the Jewels came when Al: 
Magpayo buried a triple to lift the seasoned squad, 
ahead for good, 59-53, with 1:37 left. 


with Torce; it makes everything feel like a walk inthe park. 


WBC fora crack at Vioras 
‘ie, although Vioria had 
inital baked at the idea of 
fighting a compatriot, Sal- 
ven Lagumbay, contribu- 
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Applying for your new car is now a text message away! 


Key in 


1e»your full name<space>your landline number<space>city or province 
‘example: "AUTO Manny Gomez 8456777 Makati City” 


[2 send it to 0917-89100-00 and we will get started on your Auto Loan application. 
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. SPORTS acs 
Express out to halt Bulls stamped 


AIR21 FEELS IT HAS A SCORE TO SETTLE 
against Red Bull while San Miguel is simply hop- 
ing to continue its winning ways as both the Ex- 
press and the Beermen hope to get the job done 
today in the Gran Matador Brandy-PBA Philip- 
pine Cup at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

"We met them twice and lost on both occa- 
sions," said Air21 coach Bo Perasol, referring to 
their Red Bull assignments in the elimination 
round of the recent Fiesta Cup won by the Bulls. 

‘After snapping out of a two-game losing spell 
with a victory over the favored Barangay Ginebra 
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ef STANDINGS: 
Coca-Cola 


PBA cager 
faces raps 


THE THIN, BALD 
PBA cager must be 

PBA caper must be IN HUDDLE 
neighborhood be- b 
cause we patronize 

the same Shell sta- 

tion along Quezon 

‘Avenue that recently 

filed a damage to 


San Miguel 


game where the frontline will play a crucial role. 

‘The Ateneo connection of Enrico Villanueva, 
Paolo Bugia and Rich Alvarez is formidable 
enough. And there's the 7-foot EJ Feihl and the 6- 
foot-9 Mick Pennisi, who can both create added 
problems for the Express. 

“Its going to be a good matchup,” said Perasol, 
hhinging his frontline plans on Yancy and Ranidel 
De Ocampo, Mark Telan and Homer Se. 

"They can be small and quick and at the same 
time, be tall and tough inside the paint.” 

The Bulls have the luxury. indeed, of going 


Lordy Tagade, Larry Fonacier and Topex Robinson. 
But ifs not a kory they can tum into an edge. 

In the other game, the Beermen collide with 
the Sta. Lucia Realtors in what could bea night of 
career accomplishments for Olsen Racela and 
Mariou Aquino. 

The 6-foot-9 Aquino is five blocks away from 
becoming the sixth player-—after Ramon Fernan- 
dez, Philip Cezar, Benjie Paras, Jerry Codifiera 
and Abet Guidaben—to compile 900 blocks. 


Purefoods 
Red Bull 

EL 
Telk'N Text 
Sta. Lucia 

|. (Cuneta Astrodome) 
4:40 p m.—Red Bull 
7:35 pm—Sta. Luda 
A Racela, San Miguels cerebral playmaker, 
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Kings, the Express face another tough test in a 


Bernis shows 
way with 69 


& 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


CANLUBANG, LAGUNA—JUN BERNIS FIRED 
a 3-under-par 69 in the stifling hot conditions 
yesterday to take a two-shot lead after the first 
round of the 11th DHL Amateur Open. 

"The 34-year-old former winner canned four 
birdies against a bogey at Cangolf's North course 
here to lead Canlubang teammates Ronnie Tor- 
recampo and Mark Fernando by two. 

“This tournament has been very kind to me," 
Bemis, the 2004 winner and fourth placer last 
‘year, said in Filipino. "The course did not play 
that tough because of the lack of winds." 

The top 20 players submitted 76s or better 
with obscure Ferdinand Aunzo in solo fourth af- 
ter matching par and jungolf standout Tonlits 
Asistio and Singapore's Quincy Quek sharing fih 
spot with 73s. 

Philippine pool members Jay Bayron and Er- 
win Vinluan assembled 74s for seventh spot, 
while Boyer Saragoza and former Singapore Am. 
winner Michael Bibat were in a six-man group in 
ninth place after carding identical 75s. 

Newly crowned National Caddies’ Open 
pion Jessie Balasabas dropped five shots in 
last four holes and settled for a 76 to share 


15th spot with five others, including Singaporean 
Jonathan Leong. 

A total of 71 players teed off in the men's tour- 
nament. Nineteen players see action in the 54- 
hole women's event starting today. 

Carmelette Villaroman, the former RP Ladies 
champ, and 14-yearold Bacolod standout Mia 
Piccio are entered in the women's field that has a 
merry mix of the old and young. 

Singaporean spearhead Choo Tze Huang, 
winner of the silver medal behind Juvic Pagunsan 
in the Southeast Asian Games last year, was the 
only notable outside the top 20. 

‘Huang opened with a bogey, stumbled with a 
double bogey on the par-4 seventh and turned in 
2.40 coming in en route to a 78, good for a tie for 
28th spot with five others. 

‘The only blemish in Bernis 35-34 card came at 
the 34-yard, par-4 eighth hole, where he failed 
to hit the green after landing his drive next to a 
huge tree. 

His longest putt for birdie was from eight fet, 
and he had a similar putt for eagle on the 494- 
yard, par-S 14th after a monster drive left him 
with a 9-iron for his second shot. 

Torrecampo had nines of 35-36 built around 
birdies on Nos. 4, 5,9 and 12. 


small and quick with the likes of Cyrus Baguio, breach the 20,000 mark. 


needs 27 minutes of playing time tonight to 
June Navarro 


JUN Bernis celebrates his birdie from 
eightfeetonthe 2th. pumni 


‘POC assembly accepts 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC COMMITTEE WELCOMED 
to its fold Pilipinas Basketball during yesterday's general 


assembly—but with a condition. 


The formal acceptance of Pilipinas Basketball, which is 
being penciled to supplant the expelled Basketball Associ- 
ation of the Philippines, will still hinge on a positive result 
from a trip to Korea that representatives of the country's 
four major basketball stakeholders will make on April 4. 

The condition stands on shaky ground because a fifth 
‘stakeholder—required by the international basketball fed- 
+ eration (Fiba) as one ofthe prerequisites for the lifting ofa 


10-month old ban keeping the country out of internation. 
afmeets—continues to hold out from the group. ~ 

BAP president Joey Lina, named as the other stake- 
holder along with the PBA, PBL, UAAP and NCAA, contin- 
ues to vouch for the legitimacy of his association. 

"We will be in Seoul [South Korea] not only to present 
the constitution and by-laws of Pilipinas Basketball but al- 
so the sentiment of the basketball stakeholders in the 
country” said PBA commissioner Noli Eala, who will make 
the trip along with PBA chair Ely Capacio. 

But not all governors are on his side. Air21 representa- 
tive Lito Alvarez is calling on the former sports broadcast- 
er to rethink his participation in the new association. 


“lam, 


Pilipinas Basketball. 


ling Commissioner Eala to first clear with» 


“the PBA Board any statement/s related to Pilipinas Bas- 
ketball" said Alvarez ina statement. 

PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad is confident that the 
Fiba wil finally relent because the new cage body abided. 
by the conditions embodied in the memorandum of un- 
derstanding forged by the POC and the Fiba—except for 
the signature of Lina. 

‘Also yesterday, Manny Lopez was named POC second 
vice president, replacing Reynaldo Jaylo, who stepped 
down. Sepak takraw’s Mario Tanchangco was elected 
deputy chief of mission as the POC reserved the position of 
the head of delegation for First Gentleman Mike Arroyo. 


XASTMINUTE CALLS WERE UNNECES- 
‘sary. The grand media affair at the Manila 
T Hotel last Friday was already a sellout 
‘even before organizers could announce it. 
SZ Unlike with his beloved President, Glo- 

ja Macapagal-Arroyo, there's no need 

"anymore to sell Manny Pacquiao. 

Sz The fellow has become more famous 

and necessary than Her Excellency 

$I So did Eric Pineda, top man at Manny 

E Pacquiao Promotions, and lovely wife Ma- 

X by have to worry about attendance? 

ied. The problem here is no longer Pacquiao, 

E the main merchandise in the July 2 boxing 

‘blockbuster at the Araneta Coliseum which 

E Pacman has himself agreed to promote. 

T Ies the quality of opposition. Oscar Lar- 
ios, who agreed to slug it out with Pac- 
‘quiao only after being offered $450,000, 

, happens to be a certified loser 

He was last beaten by Israel Vasquez, a 
worite sparmate of Pacquiao's at Wild 

“Card, for the WBC and IBF superbantam. 
2 pides. 

Z2 In order to sell Larios, Pacquiao han- 

Salers, including trainer Freddie Roach 

7 and manager Shelly Finkel, had to pay 

| Lito Atienza's Manila a quickie visit over 
the weekend on an urgent mission. 

‘An alteration of existing fight facts 

[had to be executed. 


Bare EYE f ) 
bd. 
1c] 


Recab Trinidad 


They teamed up, somewhat frantical- 
1y to picture Larios as a certified winner, 
every pound, every inch fit to do battle 
with the very famous Pacman. 

Finkel, his glossy pate glowing under 
the flash of cameras, said something 
like Larios was always capable of throw- 
ing the most number of punches in a 
single round. 

Roach followed up with a warning. 
He mumbled, rather stammered, that 
Pacquiao can't afford to be less fit and 
ready than he was against Erik Morales 
Jast January. 

They did not say it. But there was also 
the quiet effort to tell everybody Pacquiao 
should brace for a possible defeat (against 
Larios). 

‘Then, joining the team of worriers, 
broadcast impresario Peter Musngi bared 
that his outfit, ABS-CBN, would bring in 
Larios for a sales tour here sometime late 


‘next month. 
Finkel, Roach, and Pacman himself. No 
prizefight sales team could be more awe- 


some. 

But Larios himself had to join in. The 
crafty, five-foot-eight Mexicano ring crafts- 
man would be here to demonstrate that 
he, who had reigned long as world 122-Ibs 
king, is no recyded old meat. 

‘We will never know what they would do 
next until Larios has hit town. 

Maybe they would hire Pacquiao's bar- 
berto spar with the Mexicano in public? 

Here's one Ali-inspired tip. To push 
the effort a notch higher they could 
script a Pacquiao knockdown while the 
national boxing icon spars in public. 

‘Actually, Pacman did suffer a stop- 
page, a rude one, when he was recently 
rushed and confined at the Cardinal 
‘Santos Hospital, suffering from fatigue. 

‘Told that he has visibly put on weight, 
a pudgy Pacquiao clarified that it was all 
a result of the confinement. 

“Ito, tabang dextrose ito,” he quipped 
from the presidential table during the 
Elorde Memorial Awards at Dusit Hotel 
Friday night. 

Ytheresa guy who's genuinely worried, 
its not anyone among Pacquiao's handlers. 


Pacman hard-sells recycled Mexican meat 


Is the super warrior himself. 

Heres why: Pacquiao would not be 
caught showing up in a recycled ukay- 
ukay suit for his July 2 daytime show at the 
Big Dome. 

His poor countrymen may have been 
made to patronize hand-me-downs under 
this regime, but Pacquiao wanted to give 
that pitiful existence a lovely twist. 

Yes, Pacquiao assured, the fight would 
be a dream come true, a first-class gift to 
his countless admirers here who had all 
damored to watch him do bartle—ive. 

Anyway, despite the deafening sales 
pitch, only one thing has so far been as- 
sured. Pacquiao won't be caught coming in 
halfready, as he did when he ran out of gas 
in his last hometown fight against Fahsan 
3-K Battery at The Fort in Taguig. 

They are setting up two preparation 
camps, first in Hollywood, later in Baguio. 

‘Not enough. Larios had to be peddled as 
extremely dangerous. 

So here's Shelly Finkel for a final pitch: 
“Larios lost to Vasquez. because he got 
fagged out fighting at 122 Ibs against 
Vasquez. He was a scarecrow. Not any- 
more. Larios would be a really dangerous, 
very competitive foe for Manny at 130, his 
perfect fighting weight.” 

Larios, you bet, will be sweet, juicy recy- 


Dandan rallies, saves day 


be 
‘KYLEJOSHUA DANDAN SURVIVED 
a brutal massacre of Filipino wild 
cards yesterday, battling back from a 
set down to nip China's Zhou 
Qingzhou, 1-6, 6-4, 75, at the start 
of the 17th Mitsubishi Lancer junior 
championships at the Rizal Memori- 
al Tennis Center 
The 16year-old Dandan eased 
the misery of Filipinos in the tour- 
ney heavy with foreign flavor. 
Pablo Olivarez Il bowed to In- 
donesia’s Agung Dewontoro, 7-6, 6- 


for outgunned RP bets 


1, to touch off the rout. 

Australia’s Jason Lee routed 
Mark Balce, Japan's Fumiaki Kita 
blasted Raymond Villarete, 62, 6-2, 
Korea's Choi Jae-won drubbed 
Ralph Kevin Bare, 6-4, 6-1. 

Dhor resus Yan B. (CH) d. C. unde 
(OR) 6-1, 6. M Kamenik (CZE) d. S Qus 
(UR, 63, 64 R. Bdamy (AUS) d. SP Gaps 
(04), 74,63, Pong HY (A). G Torna (IPN), 
6461,76 Y Done FRA) d B Cox (US, 64 
36, 62, P Situ (THA) d. han Aou 
(WAR, 67,665.62 


‘SENIOR GOLF CHAMPS: Category winners in the recent first leg of the San Mig Sugar Free Coffee 
‘Senior Golf Series at Eastridge in Antipolo City (second from left) retired Gen. Clyde Fernandez, 
Class A; Louie Advincula, Class C; Art Ampaya, Class Bi 
Eastridge Senior Golfers president 
Golfers inc. president Abe Villanueva (extreme right), 


‘and Frisco San Juan, Class E—with 
Raul Peñaranda (left), 


Federation of Philippine Amateur Senior 


and San Mig Coffee's Miss Melanie. 


property suit against 
him. 


‘According to a Beth Celis 
station attendant, ES 
the cager drove in flat at 6 o'clock one 
moming and headed straight for the air 
pump. 

Either he had been up all night or he had 
gotten up from the wrong side of the bed, 
because the cager lost his cool when he saw 
the sign "Out of Order” 

“Galit na galit ho na kinuha ung 
kanyang golf club at pinagpapalo yung air 
gauge hanggang mabasag. Nung maputol 
Sung golf club, initsa niya at tinamaan ang 
aa ko,” the attendant related. 

Tsaid the cager could have been in a sour 
mood because he was late for a golf game. 
“The tation boy said the cager looked like he 
had not had any sleep at all. 

“Mukha hong bangag at pauwi pa lang,” 
hesaid 

Frankly, I can't imagine how the pro- 
jected game between the PBA All-Star 
team and the NBA (former) All-Star selec- 
tion, led by Dennis Rodman, will turn out. 

PBA director for marketing Jack Ruby, 
assessing Rodman's six other teammates 
‘who must all be over 50, placed his bet 
on the PBA all-stars who, although short- 
er, are much younger and therefore 
faster and more energetic. 

Promoter Mario Whitmire, who is 
bringing the NBA group here, let out a 
howl of protest but accepted Jack's chal- 
lenge. 

If the PBA wins, Mario said he would 
shave his head. But if the NBA prevails, 
he said Jack should shave his. 

don't think Jack accepted the wager. 

The NBA All-Stars are supposed to plage 
two games in the Philippines—one against. 
the national team at the Araneta Coliseum 
on May, the other against the PBA All-Stars 
in Mandaue City on April 27. 

“The PBA All-Star week will be staged in 
Cagayan de Oro City on April 27, 28 and 
29. = 
|... Rodman will play alongside Alex English, 

Kevin Wilis, Darryl Dawkins, Calvin Mur- 
phy, Sidney Moncrief and Otis Birdsong. 
Dawkins has conducted a couple of basket- 
ball clinics in Manila while Murphy was part 
of the NBA-Salem team that visited the 
Philippines back in the "70s. Mario will be 
paying the entire group $300,000 for the, 
goodwill tour. 

According to Mario, Calvin hasnt 
changed basically, although he has gained 
weight. "Whos gonna guard him?” he 
asked witha straight face. 

Question: Will Dennis Rodmaris father, 
Philander, who he hasn't seen forages, try to 
touch base with him? Philander is married 
to a Filipina and has long setded in the 
Philippines. 

From what heard, Dennis is completely 
averse to.a reunion with his father. 

‘Three Filipino mountaineers will at- 
tempt to climb Mt. Everest separately in 
the next few years. 

"This is what the pretty lady reporter 
from ABS-CBN explained to me during 
the press conference for the Nike Elite 
Basketball Camp at the Wasabi Restau- 
rantin Makati last Monday. 

According to her, one of the climbers 
will be sponsored by her network, the 
other by GMA-7 and the third by another 
entity. 

‘At about the same time, I got a text 
message from former sports scribe Bar- 
bette Atienza who now works for the PR 
department of GMA. 

Barbette informed me that among the 
three, GMA bet Romy Garduce will be the. 
first to make the climb. 

“He's doing it this year. ‘Yung sa ABS- 
CBN, next year pa. In fact, Romy is in 
Nepal right now getting acclimatized.” 

The Mt. Everest expedition, billed as 
“Pinoy sa Tuktok ng Mundo,” will be done 
for a cause, with the GMA Kapuso Foun- 
dation as the beneficiary" Barbette said. 


forage 
ing Through e. 


BY TOP CHOICE 
Astra Magic 
Race, SQW) tonat 9, ca Sa'Yo 


Race 1—(OrV/Tr)— 
Touch of Glory 
(7), Ret Dia- 
mond (8), Pass- 


(7), Sandok (2), Formidable Jaeda (5) 

Race 3—(Panta/Tri}—Mr. Bonjing (5). Besame 
‘Mucho (9), Zero Gravity (8), War General (1), 
Conglomerate (3), 

Race 4—(Ort/In)—Pasirit (4), Accomplice (5), 
Spotet (8), Mucho Macho 3) 

Race 5—(Super G/OrVTri--2aniga. (1), Manila 
Magic Uh: Rebecca's Mage (9, Amazing 
reve (8), Suters Quest (6) Run Like 
bwing h), 

Race 6 (Or -Goden Connection (4), Hilary 
{6} Tiramisu (5) Smart Coie (P) 

Race dnin -Shutar (8), Terminator (5). 
Mister Gool (6, Strong Jays (r) 

Race (Penal) Aelon Mark (6). Magle 
Bullet (5), La Española (8), Heart of the Wind 
(1), Vinta's Pride (9) 

Race S—Super 6/AN/Tri)}—Hukonvingay Ingay 
(6): Richie Rich Q), Ry Aday Ph, 6) Sny (6). 

igel Eyes (4), Guided Missile (3) 
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SPORTSWATCH 


‘Sales at 4.5 points 
Lear, Catubay victorious 


Paragua clinches 3rd straight title 
GRANDMASTER MARK PARAGUA WON HIS THIRD TOURNAMENT-IN A 
row by ruling the Prospero Pichay Jr. Invitational Tune-up Games Special at 
the Syncopados Music Bar in Malate, Manila, last Sunday. Paragua won hls. 
ast assignment against NM Oliver Barbosa to finish with 6.0 points. inthe 
event hosted by National Chess Federation of the Philippines president and 
Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero “Butch” Pichay. The 22-year-old Paragua re- 
eived the top purse of P10,000, sustaining his victory run that started in the 
Sth La Union Open title and the 2006 Candon City Open. En route to the title, 
Paragua bested NM Edgardo Garma, GM Joey Antonio, NM Jerome Balico, IM 
Chito Garma and FM Oliver Dimakiling, His only loss came at the hands of IM 
Richard Bitoon in the second round. NM Rolando Nolte, 12-year-old Fide 
‘Master Wesley So and the Hlarcs 9.6 software of Reginald Tee and Dari Castro 
‘wound up tied for second with 5.5 points each. Tied at 5.0 points were Dimak- 
ling and Barbosa, followed by Antonio, IM Ronald Bancod and FM Jesse Noel | 
Marion Bernardino, Contributor 


FORMER PHILIPPINE CHAMPIONS JOHNNY LEAR AND FEDERICO CATU- 


. SPORTS . 
" BI won't release Lim despite TRO 


LIM: BI says TRO 
covers his deportation, 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


DETAINED BASKETBALL ASSOCIA- 
tion of the Philippines secretary general 
Graham Lim will remain in the custody 
of the Bureau of Immigration despite 
the issuance of a temporary restraining 
order on his deportation. 

Immigration Acting Commissioner 
Arthel Caronongan said yesterday the 
Court of Appeals stopped Lim's expul- 
sion from the Philippines but not his de- 
tention at the BI cell in Bicutan, Taguig. 

Lim was arrested last Friday on 
charges he represented himself as a Fil- 
ipino. Lim isa citizen of the Republic of 


China (Taiwan), the BI said. 

“As far as I know, there was no direc- 
tive to release Lim," Caronongan said. 
"The TRO only stopped his deporta- 
tion.” 

He said the BI would refer the ap- 


pelate courts decision to the Office of” 


the Solicitor General and that the bu- 
teau might contest the TRO. 

Caronongan said Lim had not filed a 
petition for bail. 

The BI commissioner has thé discre- 
tion to grant bail to the bureau's de- 
tainees. But detainees are usually not 
granted ball when the BI Board of Com- 
missioners has already ordered their de- 


eee tios PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER snnm i 
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portation, intelligence chief Faizal 
Hussin said in an earlier interview. 

Tn ruling that Lim is an alien, the BI 
took into account his petitions for natu 
ralization before a Manila Regional Trial 
Court and the Office of the Solicitor 
General. 

Lim had sought Malacafiang’s help to 
no avail 

He will be deported to Taiwan as 
soon as the BI gets clearance from gov- 
emment agencies that he has no pend- 
ing cases. 

lim has maintained that he is a Fil- 
ipino, having been bom and raised in 
the Philippines. 


bay scored separate 10-round decision wins last Saturday. Lear, the former 
bantam king now on the comeback trail, beat local fighter Edmund Davillres 
in Cagayan de Oro to raise his winning streak to four since coming back from 
a one-year hiatus. Catubay, who was stripped of his flyweight title early this 
yearfor his failure to defend it on time, prevalled over OPBF No. 2 junior fly- 
weight Jung Oh-son of South Korea in Seoul. The top-rankod OPBF flyweight 
Catubay knocked down his opponent in the second round as he remained on. 


= == Sandlot faves advance 


| matsu. Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor TOUTED SQUADS FLAUNTED THEIR MIGHT 


| 150 entries in Las Piñas cockfest today , MI slag eter tein 
V'A GASH POT OF P300,000 IS AT STAKE IN THE FASTEST WIN ONCE-COCK the La Salle Green Hills sand court. d 
Ulutan which wil gather more than 150 cockers and breeders from Cavite, La- | "Foundation University and University of St. La 
gura, Batangas and Metro Manila atthe Las Piles Coliseum today. Venue Salis hon, the that Sio athas while-cofa- 
‘manager Alex Tobias said participants may register as early as 7 am.Thefst Yo University of San Jose-Recoletos (USI-R) 
fightunfols at Bam. Entry fe ts oniy P2200. The top five major prizes are — Voip THEA OE At the meris divisi 
fen Ppt sexo, P300: tnd, P2000, four, PrSoO0 anda, ‘ure its first assignment în the mens division 
P8,000. For inquiries, call 873-1040 or 874-3910. ‘of the Sumner spectac 


: Foundation’s Kent Bulabon and Roland 
CL-Metro clash up in San Juan derby legio pion 25 1A, 


bested Colegio dela Purisima Concepcion, 25-14, 
A BIG GROUP OF COCKERS FROM CENTRAL LUZON CHALLENGES ITS before downing University of Southem Philip- 
Metro Manila counterparts in a super 4-cock derby today at the San Juan Coll- pines, 25-19. 
seum. The 100-fight program is backed by Sagupaan Complexor 3000 and University of St. La Salles Marlon Luces and 
hosted by SJC pit manager Pete Rivera. Bannering the Central Luzon tearm are Mark Sabusap matched the feat, ripping lolo 
Mayor Carmelo Lazatin, Jun and Rudy Jingco, the Madlambayan brothers, Doctors College, 25-17, in the moming before 
1 Mayor Dennis Pineda, Oca Domingo, Peping Taba and Joel Fernando. For stopping University of San Carlos, 25-22, in the 
cockhouse reservation, call 725-6563 or 725-5369. 


afternoon. 
" i "The USJ-R pair of Jonrey Sasing and Joseph 
Makati 4-cock showdown gets going Alguno, runners-up to College of St. Benilde in 
THE SHOWDOWN OF TOP COCKERS AT THE MAKATI COLISEUM RESUMES ^ the 2005 finals in Boracay, put on a show in 
tonight with the staging cf  4-cockderby with 50 fights on tap and B-Meg downing the University of the Visayas tandem of. 
Derby Ace as sponsor. Participants wil come from Rizal, Laguna, Bulacan, Jerome Capada and Jose Eteobañez, 25-14 
in awe bri Foundation, St. La Salleand USJ-Rare expect- — In women's play University of San Agustin’s Also posting early wins were University of Cebu. 
pa bicis MM «i aah Swing) Henry Navarro (HNRG), Mayor A ke ny Tate to figure wel in the Visayas eliminations that Nerissa, Bautista and Krista Marie Dolendo over San Carlos, 25-16; University of Negros Occ. 
SP Samat Po) and Ais Sia (AS WG JU Lana offers four slots each for men and women in the stunned Marites Natad and Hazel Pifieros of over University of lloilo, 25-5; and St. La Salle over 
t ‘Boracay semifinals on May 4 to 6, three-time defending champion SWU, 25-12. University of Souther Philippines, 26-24, 


Enjoy True Quality 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


Nets blank Nash, 
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EAST RUTHERFORD, NEW JERSEY—STEVE 
Nash, the NBA's reigning MVB was held with- 
outa point for the first time this season as the 
New Jersey Nets crushed the Phoenix Suns, 


110-72, on Monday. 

Nenad Krstic had 21 points and 
10 rebounds and Vince Carter 
chipped in with 20 points to help 
the streaking Nets win their ninth 
straight and bring them within two 
wins of a playoff spot. 

‘The Nets will also clinch the At- 
lantic Division with five more wins. 

“No one could have expected 
this,” New Jersey coach Lawrence 


Frank told 
game. 

“It's definitely a credit to our 
team. The guys gave a great effort.” 

Tt was the largest margin of vic- 
tory this season for the Nets, who 
led by as many as 44 at one point, 
as New Jersey's tenacious defense 
held the Suns to their lowest points 
total ofthe season. 


reporters after the 


(02) 984-0278779 


oñ March 31, 2006 + Starts at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 


Phoenix, which entered the 
game averaging 108.4 points, the 
highest in the NBA, and hadnt 
scored under 85 points this season, 
shot a franchise record-low 268 


percent. 

^ take full responsiblity for 
hurting us tonight,” Nash told re- 
porters after the game. 

“Give them credit. They were 
pretty stingy and outstanding de- 
fensively" 

The Nets were coming off a big 
79-74 win in Detroit on Sunday, 
handing the Pistons their third loss 
athomeall season. 

New Jersey pulled away in the 
second quarter, going ona 16-4 run. 
at one point, to lead 50-31 at the 
half. The Nets then out-scored the 
Suns 33-14 to lead by 38 points af- 
terthree quarters. 

Despite the loss, Phoenix (47-22) 
stil leads the Los Angeles Clippers 
by six games in the Pacific Division. 

In Miami, Shaquille O'Neal 
scored 23 points and had 11 re- 
bounds as the Heat beat the Indi- 
ana Pacers, 96-91. 

Dwyane Wade scored 22 points 


forthe Heat. 

"The Heat beat the Pacers for only 
the second time in the teams’ last 
16 regular-season meetings, doing 
so even after getting hit with five 
technical fouls and losing starting 
forward Udonis Haslem to an ejec- 
tion in the second quarter after 
scuffing with Indiana's Jermaine 
ONeal. 

Stephen Jackson scored 22 
points and Peja Stojakovic added 
19 points for the Pacers. 

In Salt Lake City, Deron Wiliams 
scored 20 points as the Utah Jazz 
beat the New Orleans Homets, 
10480. 

In Oakland, California, Gilbert 
Arenas scored 40 points and 
Antawn Jamison added 31 as the 
former Warriors beat their old 
team, leading Washington over 
Golden State, 11698. Reuters, AP 

© NEA TV 

SOLAR SPORTS Phoerbcva Mauer 
(heat Sam. replay on March 30, 520 pm) 

‘SPORTS PLUS San Antonio vs LA Cip- 
pes (he at 1:30 am, repay at 7 pm; A- 
lata vs Charlone (delayed telecast at 930 
pm. replay on Nach 30at 220 pm) 


INDIANA big man Jermaine O'Neal (left) tries to block an undergoal 
stab of Miami guard Dwyane Wade. » 


Thai Thongchai gets Masters invite 


AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—THONGCHAI JAIDEE 
received a special invitation on Monday to play in 
the Masters, making him the first Thailand-bom 
golfer to compete at this major in 35 years. 

‘The cutoff for the criteria was the US PGA Tour. 
money lst and world ranking published after The 
Players Championship. Only two players were 
added who were not already eligible—Rory Sab- 
batini of South Africa and Arron Oberholser of the 


United States, both having won this year and fin- 
ishing in the top 10 on the money list and top 50 
inthe rankings. 

The Masters often invites a foreign player not. 
already eligible. Thongchai finished among the 
top three on the Asian Tour money lit for five 
straight years and was the first Thai to win a Euro- 
pean tour event. 

The 36-year-old Thongchai has won the 


Malaysian Open for the last two years. He will be- 
‘come the first Thaiborn golfer at the Masters 
since Sukree Onsham in 1970-71. 

Left out of the Masters was Camilo Villegas, a 
US tour rookie from Colombia who fell one birdie 
short at Sawgrass of getting into the top 10 on the 
money list; and JB Holmes, another tour rookie 
who won the FBR Open in February. 

Tiger Woods is the defending champion. "AP 


ISUZU: 1OW,CARGO 
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TRUCKS, PASSENGER VANS & SUVS 


; 
BIG PRICE CST Deine: 


Sale Starts 8:00 a m. 


WWALUMWWWGVAM ——— ISUZU ELF TANK LONE. EL SDU 
Tot C Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, Subic Bay Freeport Zone Telefax no.: (047) 252-1223 
GULLWING MOTORS INT'L. CORP. #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave., Santolan, Pasig City 


& Tel. no.: 648-7739 Fax no. 668-1378 
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A Development Bank of the Philippines 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Development Bank of the Philippines is inviting interested bidders to apply for eligbily and to bid 
forthe Supply and Delivery of One Hundred (100) units LAN Workstation. for the New 
Integrated Deposit Servicing System (NIDSS) Project 


Project Units | Approved 
Budget" 

6,000,000 00 

Source of Fund: 


'DBP Fund 


T Cost of Bid 
Documents 
5,000.00 | 


Supply and Delivery of One Hundred (100) unis | 
LAN Workstation for the New integrated 
Deposit Servicing System (NIDSS) Project 


Too 


«Bids recelved in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid Opening 
Expected Date of Delivery: June 2008 
‘Schedule of Activities: 


[zT Date 

Pre-Bidding Conference ‘April 17, 2008 (Monday) 
al 900 am. 

"On or before" 900 am of 

May 2, 2006 (Tuesday) 


Venue 
ih Floor, DBP Building, 
Makati City 

BAC Secretariat, 6th Floor 
DBP Building, Makati City 


Submission of Eligibity 
Requirement Documents, 
Technical and Financial Proposals 
‘Opening of Eligibility Requirement 
Documents, Technical and 
Financial Proposals (Prospective 
Bidders are encouraged to 
attend this activi) 


May 2. 2006 (Tuesday) 


'GivFicor, DBP Bulldng, 
at 830 am. 


Makati City 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as specified in the IRR-A of 
RA $184, and is restricted lo Filipino cinzens or organizations wth at least sixty percent (60%) 
eres belonging to cltzens of the Philippines and must have been authorized to engage in the 
Supply and Delivery of LAN Workstation for at least three (3) years. Only Bids from Bidders 
Who passed the eligbily check wil be opened. The bidder wih the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) 
Vhal undergo the post qualification stage in order to finally determme responsiveness of the bid to 
the techincal and financial requirements of the project. The contract shall then be awarded to the 
Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during post- 
qualification procedure. 

Interested parles may download these forms at www.devhanknhil.com.ph and at the Electronic 
Procurement Service of the Department of Budget and Management. Prospective bidders may 
rocr the bid documents and Ehgibily Requirement Forms from the BAC Secretariat, 6th Floor, DBP 
Building, Makaui City, upon payment of a non-refundable feo of Php 6,000.00. 

The Bank reserves the right to reject any and al bids, annul the bidding process, or not award the 
dontract at any ume prior to contract award, without thereby Incurnng any kabilty to the affeciod 
bidder or bidders. 


For further inquiries, please call telephone numbers 8125702/8180511 loc. 2610 


Bids and Awards Committee 
(POL Maneh 29 aps 5 80 


Roddick faces ‘mysterious’ foe 


KEY BISCAYNE, FLORIDA—ANDY 
Roddick heads into the fourth round 
of the Nasdaq-100 Open with only 
sketchy information about his next 
opponent. 

"I know what he looks like,” Rod- 
dick said. 

Qualifier Simon Greul is a 24-year- 
old German ranked 130th. He came to 
Key Biscayne with a career record of 1-5 
on the ATP Tour. Unnerved playing on 
the stadium court Monday, he won a to- 
tal of four points in the firs set against 
"Tim Henman. 

But the upstart from Stuttgart rallied 


KTM riders 
dominate 
peewees, 
stay ahead 


PUERTO PRINCESA, PALAWAN— 
The KTM-Access plus Samson team 
turned the recent third leg of the Na- 
tional Supercross Series here into its 
private playground to keep the lead 
in the peewee 9-under division. 

‘Teammates Jacob Orbe, Joey Ay- 
cardo and TJ Alberto swept the podi- 
um to maintain the top three spots in 
the seven-leg tournament organized 
by National Motorcycle Sports and 
Safety Association (Namssa). 

Orbe, who also dominated the pre- 
vious legs in Bacolod City and Iloilo 
City, stamped his class to whip a field 
of 15 riders. 

Orbe tightened his grip on the 


to beat Henman, 0-6, 6-1, 
755, and hell face Roddick 
on Tuesday. 
"Tm going to ask around 
and ty to get more ofan in- 
depth scouting report said 
Roddick, who dominated 
with his serve to beat 31st- 
seeded Femando Verdasco, 
63,64. 
Topseeded Roger Feder- 7", 
erimproved to24-1 this year PA, 
by beating No. 27 Tommy 


Nieminen, 63,46,61. 

Four | Russians are 
among the final eight: 
Maria Sharapova, Nadia 
Petrova, Anastasia Myskina 
and Svetlana Kuznetsova: 

Sharapova overcame 
eight double faults to beat 
fellow Russian Maria Kir- 
ilenko, 3-6, 64,61. 

Elena Dementieva was 
upset by Tatiana Golovin, 
62, 61. Topseeded 


Haas, 6-1, 63. Also advancing was No.9 Amelie Mauresmo lost serve thrice but 


James Blake, who beat No. 23 Jarkko still beat Ana Ivanovic, 7-5, 6-2. 


AP 


PROUDLY displaying their trophies after the event are KTM riders (from left) 
Raprap Enriquez who ruled the juniors division, and peewee class winners T] 


Alberto, Jacob Orbe, Patrick Orbe, Joey Aycardo. 


overall lead with a 150-point aggre- 
gatethus far. 

Aycardo and Alberto are currently 
in second and third places with 126 
and 122 points, respectively. 

"The boys really did well in the past. 
legs, we are hoping they can sustain 
this winning streak until the end of 
the tournament,” said KTM-Access 
plus Samson team manager Toti Al- 
bento, „a three-time national super 


SAMSUNG INTERCLUB 


Superals lift Orchard to 


LIPA, BATANGAS—SIBLINGS CRYSTAL 
and Wolen Superal scored a 74 and 78, 

ly to power Orchard to an 
early fivestroke lead yesterday in Divi- 
sion 1 of the Jungolf Interclub 2006, the 
opening leg of the Samsung Summer 
Circi, at the Mt. Malarayat Golf and 
Country Club here. 

Counting also the 80 of Nico Sevil- 
Ja, Orchard made 232 for the day and 
grabbed a five-shot advantage over 
the all-male Aguinaldo squad which 
posted a 237. 

Gino Bunyi had a 77, Jobim Carlos 
tallied a 78 and Brent Sumampong 
rounded out scoring for the Aguinal- 


do bets with an 82. 

Riviera Team 1 combined for 239 
to stay third while Riviera Team 2 was 
running fourth at 244 in the tourney 
which has Samsung and Philippine 
Airlines as main sponsors. 

‘The other sponsors are DHL, Call- 
away, Titleist, Mizuno, La Jolla, Tay- 
lor Made, Wilson, Ping, MCCI Air Liq- 
wid, Auto Magic, Inquiner Golf and 
Michael Guy. 

In Division Il, Bino dela Paz (78), 
RJ Tallud (81) and Sunmi Hwang 
(91) conspired for 250 to edge ahead 
by one over Aguinaldo with Riviera 
not too far behind at 252. 


bike champion. 

Meanwhile, KTM bikers Pa 
Orbe (65cc mini class), Moy-moy Flo- 
res (peewee 7-under) and Gensen 
Manuel (junior 85cc) ruled their re- 
spective classes during the event. 

The KTM-Access plus Samson rid- 
ers will also join the Juniors National 
on Apr. 9 in Pangasinan. This will 
serve as a tune up for the next leg of 
the national series scheduled in May. 


5-shot lead 


IR Gonzales (78), Andie Unson (85) 
and JP de Claro (88) gave Aguinaldo a 
251 total while Riviera drew scoring 
from Maan Legaspi (81), Tonton Areva- 
lo (84) and Miggy Yee (87. 

‘The rest of the standings saw Valley 
at 284, Wack Wack at 292, Royal North- 
woods at 293 and Valley 2 at 296. 

In the individual category, Lee 
Dong Jeun of Eagle Ridge and Crystal 
paced Class A, Nico Monsalve and 
Beverly Mendoza paced Class B, Bino 
dela Paz and Maan Legaspi were 
ahead in Class C and AR Ramos and 
Princess Superal showed the way in 
Class D. 
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LAURICE Guillen, Robbie Tan, Nes Jardin: “The talents are out there." 


P.5M or 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


THAT IS ALL WE CAN AFFORD RIGHT NOW,” 
said Antonio "Tonyboy" Cojuangco, address- 
ing critics of the P500,000 given in cash to 
feature film finalists in the Cinemalaya Inde- 
pendent Film Festival. 

‘The amount is too small, according to eriti- 
cisms sent by e-mail to Inquirer Entertainment. 

Cojuangco—co-owner of the Philippine Mul- 
‘iMedia Systems Inc. (PMSD, a major sponsor of 
the festivals peeved. 

“What are these people doing to support 
young filmmakers?” he demanded. ‘They 
Should put their money where their mouths 


"Igumum Entertainment asked Leo Quebral, 
one of said letter writers, for his affiliations but 
reéeived no response. 

Cinemalaya competition director Laurice 
Guillen explained: "The cash is a grant for the 
filmmakers, not payment for the outright sale of 
their work. The filmmakers retain proprietary 
rights to their films. Its just a subsidy; in return, 
Dream claims cable rights for the film for two 
years.” Thats Dream Satellite TV operated by 
PMSI. 

‘Two filmmakers from the first competition 
last year defended the festival. 

‘Monster Jimenez, who co-wrote and co-di- 
rected “Big Time,” one of the winning films (Best 
Screenplay and Best Sound), admitted that half 
‘a million was “too smal.” But, she said, "We un- 
derstood that it was just a counterpart fund; 
meaning, we'd have to look for other sources to 
complete our budget” 

"The finalists receive the subsidy in tranches 
during production. 

She said that that no other studio—"from Re- 
gal and Unitel to Viva and Star Cinema’—could 
offer the same deal: “We were given P500,000 
and yet we still own the film!” 

Emmanuel de la Cruz, who wrote and direct- 
ed “Sarong Banggi,” another finalist, agreed: “It 
was sizable enough to help the filmmaker get 
Started." 

Dennis Marasigan, Cultural Center of the 


OPENING 


MG 


Mn 
Moments 


ofLove 

Stars Dingdong 
Dantes, Iza Calza- 
do, Karylle 

Directed by Mark 
A. Reyes V 

Star-crossed lovers 
(Calzado and 
Dantes)) are not liv- 
ing in the same 
decade. She is stuck 
in the 1950s; he's in 
the here and now. 
Strangely, they man- 
age to communicate 
through a telephone. 
GMA Films president 
Annette  Gozon-Ab- 
rogar promises, "The 
ending will make the 
audience weep.” 


aud baby 
m 


Basic 
Instinct 2: 
Risk 
Addiction 


Stars Sharon 


ety 


Jc inquirer ent amelageeityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


TA 


MENT 


1 _entertalnment@inquirer.com.ph] 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde! 


l 


BETOrJOHNSON 


@ 
thin 
e» 
Cinemalaya officials 
and winners defend 


cash grant that critics 
deem 'too small 


Philippines (another major sponsor) assistant 
vice president for marketing, denied Quebadals 
allegation that the CCP owns Cinemalaya films 
in perpetuity. 

“We are allowed to show the films in perpetu- 
ity only within CCP venues, according to the 
provisions in the Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) between Cinemalaya and the filmmak- 
ers," said Marasigan. 

He added that, in last year’s festival, an entire 
session was devoted to fine-tuning the MOA. 
“The filmmakers were encouraged to ask ques- 
tions and make recommendations to safeguard 
their interests.” 

De Ja Cruz recalled, "We went through the 
contract, paragraph by paragraph.” 

"The same procedure was followed this year, 
said Marasigan. 

“I think we've been very flexible because we 
really want to support new filmmakers,” Guillen 
stressed. 

Cojuangco reiterated, “It was never our inten- 
tion to make money (with this project]. Our only 
goals were to create awareness about first-time 
filmmakers and provide an outlet for them at the 
same time.” 


Added Nes Jardin, CCP president: “The tal- | 
ents are there; there are limitless materials to | 


draw from; and new technologies offer bound- 
less opportunities for new creations." 

“But the audience should also help,” said Rob- 
bie Tan, chair of Cinemalaya's monitoring com- 
mittee. "People always complain that we lack 
good local films. Thats why the audience should 
support these movies to send a signal to produc- 
ers that they should make more quality films.” 
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‘We've got I all for yout 


M 


OPENING) A24 
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“YM MSN? AOL" and ICQ? 


Unlimited Instant Messaging. 


All in your phone. 


ARES SERIA ASE 


o, , 
?ug Sun iMessenger 
Just text SUNIM to 2746 


nate. 
iMessenger 


chebub88: wru? 
«5iMON»: Havina , 
picnic in tagaytay. €? 
chebub88: i c u even 
brought ur laptop. ©) 


Nope, jst brought my fone | 


Options ^ 


With Sun Cellular, mobile subscribers can experience genuine 
Internet chatting through Sun iMessenger. Access your account 
in Yahoo!" MSN AOL“or ICQ chat with multiple chatmates, use 
emoticons and even view chat history. Chat all you want for 
only P20 a n or P100 a week! Mobile chatting made 
better by Sun Cellular. 


Digitel Mobile Pipes, nc, OME and Sun IMessengoraro inno way | ^ 
"liatad lo or endorsed by AIM, (CQ, MSN and Yahoo! Their marks are reglsterod 
irademarks of each respective company. AIM and ICQ aro registered tradamarks 

Gr Amarica Onlin, Inc», MSN is a rogislored trademark of Microsoft Corporation, 

fand Yahoo Mossengor i a registered trademark of Yahool, Ine, 


$ Tho Java” version is compatibla with select handsets only. 1 
a = atc na EARRA 
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Pli 

TV PERSONALITY AND FITNESS EXPERT 
Plinky Recto, who accused her former 
boyfriend of kidnapping their one-year-old 


son, told Inquirer Entertainment that the last 
time she was with the child was three weeks 


ago, in Negros Occidental, 

*{ flew all the way there for the hearing. I 
really missed him. I played with him before 
and after the court procedures," the contro- 
versial TV celebrity said in a phone inter- 

view on Monday. 

The hearing was 


for the physical in- 


j setupa buffet table 
inside the court- 
house for all the 
staff members." 


Scrimping 
Show biz talk 
“$-Files” 


m 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2006 


After incessant dec- 
larations that she's 
only 46 years old, for- 


PREPARE TO BE TERRIFIED! 
aren: UN GUB NOB ATRCWMTC 


MORE STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS AND UP 


rogram 
pz tuneteller-slash-scan- 
dal magnet Madame 
Auring finally admit- 


juries and assault is 
case that the ex- 
boyfriend had filed 


reportedly. 
scrimping on the 
talent fees of its 


against Plinky be- 


hosts. Apart from 


ted on the Sunday 


RUFFA Gutierrez. 


FROM THE CREATOR OF "SCRE 


EVER HURT A SOUL UNTIL THE DAY'HE DIED 


TENSION 


fore a court in said 
province. 

Earlier, in Jan- 
uary, Plinky claimed 
that her former part- 
ner, a wealthy Ne- 
grense — lawyer, 
forcibly took their 
son from her home 
in San Juan, while 
she was out in a 
meeting in Quezon 
City. Plinky filed a 
kidnapping case be- 
fore the Mandaluy- 
ong City Regional 
Trial Court. 

Plinky said the 
Mandaluyong RTC 
has requested her 
not to make any 
statements to the 
media about the sta- 
tus of the case. 

As for that hearing 
in Negros Occiden- 
tal, Plinky could not 
help recounting: “He 
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AT THE CINEMAS 


(eo 2 a regent 


MOMENTS 
‘OF LOVE 


EZ 


ULTRAVIOLET re 


THE MELTDOWN 


E AGE 2: BASIC 


INSTINCT 2 


venom 2 JUST FRIENDS 


JË Basic INSTINCT 2 


main anchors, Pao- 
lo Bediones, Pia 
Guanio, Joey Mar- 
quez and Richard 
Gomez, the show 
has taken on new- 
bie Princess Viola- 
go to replace the 
four "Show Biz Helleour" segment hosts IC 
Mendoza, Alessandra da Rossi, Jeremy 
Marquez and Teri Onor. 


PIM turnover 
Instead of flying to 
Southern Leyte for the 
turnover of funds collect- 
ed from the highly suc- 
cessful “Celebrity 
Tiangge for Leyte” in 
‘Taguig City, organizer 
Ruffa Gutierrez an- 
nounced that the money 
will be given today to the 
United Children's Fund 
(Unicef) in Makati City, 
and the Philippine Na- 
tional Red Cross in Intramuros. 


PLINKY Recto 
JH GUAD PUNZALAN 


PRINCESS ~ 


Violago 
IM EUIAO PUNZALAN 


BASIC INSTINCT 2 
12:30, 3:10, 5:50, 8:30, 11:0 
[2] 


ICE AGE2 
1:0, 3:50, 600, 8:10, 10:30 


ICEAGE2 
E E 


VENOM 


[i] 


MARKET: 


night gab fest JM GUMO PUNZALAN 
“Sharon,” that she's 61 
years old, but in a roundabout way. 

“Tm 16,” she fearlessly told the flabber- 
gasted host, Sharon Cuneta. “But in re- 
verse,” Madame added. 

“By the way, her eldest is 40 years old,” fel- 
low guest Mystica interjected. 

“Thad her when I was sixteen,” Madame 
Auring insisted on national TV. 

When Cuneta asked Mystica if she had ev- 
er undergone plastic surgery, Mystica un- 
leashed another quotable quote. “These are 
real,” she said, describing her ample bosom, 
“Really expensive. 


Search for Zsa 
ZsaZ 


The movie version 
of “Zsa Zsa Zaturn- 
mah, the comic 
book, was reported- 
ly acquired by Re- 7 
gal—and Mark / 
Meily has been 
tapped to direct 
it. According to 
the grapevine, 
the lead role, 
which was 
played by Eula 
Valdez onstage, is 
a toss-up between 
“ako Legal Wife" 
co-stars Zsa Zsa i 
Padilla and Rufa § 
Mae Quinto, b 
Quinto supposedly 
has the edge because. 
she also played a 
campy superheroine 
in Viva's "Super B." 
So how is this go- 
ing to be decided? ; 


With a tape mea- ZSAZSA Padilla 
sure? JM GUMO PUNZALAN 


At the Activity Center 


Customer Service text holina: 0917 6095900. 
Customer Service Numbers: 


Glorietta -752 7272; from 10am lo 8pm 
Greenbell-752 4853; rom flam to 12m 


Alabang Town Centor - 842 2782; from 10am to 8pm 
‘Ayala Center Cobu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Market Market! -8067519 


Gusto sexs I 


rent | 5 nanny mcpnee |6 


THE 


ICE AGE 2: THE MELTDOWN 
quanto seas 


28 


ICE AGE 2: 


(Lucky NUMBER 


GLORIETTA 


i 


TOWN 


MELTDOWN SLEVIN 


BPI Installmont Madness 
March 15 to 31, 2006 


Anson's Emporium Exhibit 
March 12 to 31, 2006 


JUST FRIENDS 
GusuNTEED SENS 


AYALA CENTER. 
CEBU 


MARKET! MARKET! 


RENT 
Guismmtspstis 


4 


ULTRAVIOLET 
EET 


B BASIC INSTINCT 2 


cas /SUAMUREED SENS 
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ICE AGE 2; THE MELTDOWN 


Child Development Center of Cebu's 


Culminating Activities 
‘March 30, 2006 


Levi's Engineered Freedom Park 
April 1 & 2, 2006 


ICE AGE 2: THE MELTDOWN 7 


Ayala Museum Summer Workshop Sampler 


4 moments oF Love VENOM $ ‘April 1, 2006 - Greenbelt 3 Park 


4 


JUST FRIENDS 


ICE AGE 2: 


— ee 
Repertory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA 
THE MELTDOWN 


4 
Onstagés M REP's Globe Theelar - March 24, 25, 26, 31. Apri 1.2.7 
For inquies, ps. cal 887-0710 


MOMENTS 


2 
BASIC INSTINCT 2 OF LOVE. 


venom 


Registration Is now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 
immer Art Festival Workshop 2006. 
please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamussum.org 


MOMENTS OF LOVE 
ICE AGE 


4 
BASIC INSTINCT 2 eee 


- Sis ACCME RETREAT. Versi mmo 
of the award-winning broadway musical. 


JUST FRIENDS. MUSEUM For inquiri 


MARCH 17 
KITCHIE NADAL 


MARCH 18 
SUGAR FREE 


MARCH 24 
FREESTYLE 
MARCH 25 
RIVERMAYA 


MARCH 31 
HALE 


APRLT 
NYOY VOLANTE 


APRILT 
BAMBOO 


APRIL 8 
SPONGECOLA 


vel) 


Loreteddi^ 


TXCLUSIVELY AT- 


TODA) 
4 & GREENBELT 3 CINEMAS 


NT 
IN THE WHIT 
SANDY BEAC 


SUPERBANDS 


ATGLORIETTA4PARK 


EVERY FRIDAYS AT 7PM & SATURDAYS AT 6PM 


Bet a coupon for eve 
3/2 tickets purchased 
a and Greenbelt Cinemas 

and drop in dropboxel 
Hurry! Watch a movie no 


Stone 


Promo ends on May 18 
sr DTPNCR Permit No. A-200, Sey 


ya ONER, 


[ nv ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
CINEMA ACCESS 
ROUNDUP 


; : 635-5555 
Top 10 films ^ : E FOR ALL BRANCHES 
LOS ANGELES—ES- a m > 


timated ticket sales ‘ 
for Friday through T | 

Sunday at US and 
Canadian theaters, 
ME MC B MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 

Inc, official trackers: | es : ER. ovx E GALLERIA 6329118 
"us e r^s. [NOW SHOWING AT ALL SM CINEMAS NATIONWIDE! | ticEAGE2- THX 6 BASIC INSTINCT 2 
Vendetta,” $12.3M; p 1 V 
$) say Alle? Now _ youcansee your child smile P 
$11.2M; 4) “Failure [share a movie with a loved one with SM Cinemas Jurga] d 2MOMENTS OF LOVE 7 JUST FRIENDS 
to Launch," $10.8M; O, wi. 

5)"Theshasay bos,” | DO OFF Lo A ; 

$91M; 6) “She's the | “reat on your 2nd tickott A6 3 LUCKY SLEVEN 8 SHE'S THE MAN 
Man" $74M; 7. Sions on Morch 18 to Apa 30, 2006" ENIF iita si 3 

"Larry the Cable Guy: Mondays lo Thsscoys share your child's exitements ; 
Health Inspector,” : i d : 4 VENOM 9 ULTRAVIOLET 
$7.05M;8,"The Hills | uon reete sa LAZARO: STA ROSA PAMPANGA: BAGUIO - VALENZUELA 
Have Eyes,” $4.25M; | MARILAO MOLINO“ BATANGAS " LUCENA" CEBU " DAVAO" CAGAYAN DE ORO 


o 
9) "Eight Below" | -»menueeerenemm 0 nemameres ma eR M | siceace2 10 NANNY MCPHEE 
$27M; 10) "16 E E] Ej oes C» Bim cese 


Blocks,"$2.2M. AP f | meo vietime. 


- B. f = : ERMITA 536780010 12 


r [ | Tust FRIENDS 
| 1ICEAGE2 


L| Guowers OF 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


2 NANNY MCPHEE 5 VENOM 
ULTRAVIOLET 


3 LUCKY SLEVEN 6 MOMENTS OF LOVE 


METRO MANILA 4 JUST FRIENDS 7 BASIC INSTINCT 2 


PODIUM 
ee 


ITHE DARK ICE AGE 2 


JETU at) pee deste METRO EAST 682-8193 - 682-8199 


V FOR VENDETTA s 
Jet Lisued Er kc E TRAVIDLET ERN RTEA 4 JUST FRIENDS 5 MOMENTS OF LOVE 
JUST FRIENI É 


02:18 FS; 0245 ME [04:50 [f JUST FRIENDS NANNY McPHEE 
BEUING—Action. pIIOTT 

star Jet Li has been | 09.001Mr /i035END | RICE AGE ULTRAVIOLET 2 LUCKY SLEVEN 6 VENOM 
sued for his new E VENOM || MOMENTS OF LOVE 


movie about a late fi; ICE AGE 2 SMOMENTS OF LOVE fi THE DARK 


Chinese kungfumas- | zors 11:50 we Loves VICE AGE 2 | FEARLESS 3ICEAGE2 7 NANNY MCPHEE 
ter, whose relatives | GURORE BNO” [FINAL DESTINATION sra DESTINATION 3 

say it dishonors and |3usr FRIENDS ‘SHAGGY DOG JUST FRIENDS i 
misrepresents his [ice age 2 MEHR ERN Te 4 BASIC INSTINCT 2 8SHE'S THE MAN 
life, the official Xin- [i ReserveD 


hua News Agency f; NANNY McPHEE SM GITY STA. MESA. 'SMCIYSOUIHMAN __ 


said Sunday. E ICE AGE 2 ICE AGE NOVALICHES 
RIP |i SHE'S THE MAN 936-3231 / 835-3229-30 
ee m | V FOR VENDETTA. ICE AGE 2 1ICE AGE 2 


lawsuit against pro- || FINAL DESTINATION 3]: UETRANTOUST MOMENTS OF LOVE 4 BASIC INSTINCT 2 4 VENOM [ 
ducers ani dinbu. [{MOMENTS OF Love ‘SHAGGY DOG VENOM 2 MOMENTS OF LOVE 5 LUCKY SLEVEN E 


| distribu. P VIOLET wowewrsortove Poons 3ICEAGE2 6 JUST FRIENDS 
ibyo tonas [iMOMewrsoriove  [:v FOR VENDETTA age 


aux Kho doe P. NANNY McPHEE jausr FRIENDS CITISQUARE MALABON 22575 PIONEER 687-5378 


mot want the mo E ENOM “FINAL DESTINATION3| | : Ts ; zem i 
not want the movie - | 5 SOTAR = li Susy rias v FOR VENDETTA 4 MOMENTS OF LOVE 4 BASIC INSTINCT 2 


wide, Xinhua said. iv ror venperra "C [SHE'S THE MAN ULTRAVIOLET 2ICEAGE2 2ICEAGE2 
Huo Shoujin also 


) MOMENTS OF LOVEZ SM GITY BICUTAN — — f SM SUPERCENTER VALENZUELA. 3 RESERVE 3 VENOM 


wants the film to be 1]ICE AGE 2 ;;FINAL DESTINATION 3| 4RESERVE 4 LUCKY SLEVEN 
pulled from theaters J‘ RESERVED 1 MOMENTS OF LOVE [I ice ace 2 


in Asia and is de- 95 3UST FRIENDS 1: VENOM MOMENTS OF LOVE 
manding a public fs venom © ULTRAVIOLET, i VENOM 

apology AP |) ace ace 2 ETIE] 

In the flesh : SHE'S THE MAN VENOM = E E ce 
NEW  YORK—Ever SM CITY DASMARIMAS .... |: ICE AGE 2 Ent 

wonder what Bart |1!1CE AGE REEVE 


Simpson would look |; MOMENTS OF LOVE 
VENOM 
like in human form? ULTRAVIOLET 


The long-running |? ULTRAVIOLET SaUST FRIENDS 


animated Fox series |t moments OF LOVE ff; MOMENTS OF LOVE 
“The Simpsons” was 


set to unveil a live-ac- CEEA in good comy 
tion "opening se E nios A gen for advance screenings, product Inunches, contri 


quence last Sunday. PRESENTS 2 School events and other organizational functions. PLUS! 
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thriller, icepick-wielding novelist 
Catherine Tramell (Stone) relo- 
cates to London and gets in-trou- 
ble with cops as a result of the 
sudden death of a sports star. She. 
is evaluated by a psychologist 
(Morrissey) assigned by the Scot- 
land Yard. Naturally, the shrink 
falls under the blonde seductress’ 
spell Joshua Tyler of Cin- 
emablend.com disagrees: "['Basic 
Instinct] didn't need a-sequel a 
decade ago and it certainly 
doesn't need one now .... [Stone 
is] 10 years past her nudity expi- 
ration date." 


Ice Age 2: The 


Meltdown 

Voiced by Ray Romano, 
Queen Latifah, John 
Leguizamo, Denis Leary 

Directed by Carlos Saldanha 

‘Another sequel, this one for the 
kinder crowd. As the Ice Age 
draws to a close, our animal- 
heroes are panicking because a 
glacial dam is about to burst, 
threatening to flood the whole 
valley. As such, mammoth; sloth 
and saber-toothed tiger must 
work as a team and embark on a 
journey of survival. Scott Wein: 
berg of Rotten Tomatoes.com 
says: “The plot is not all that im- 
portant but ... expect the kids to 
deliver some huge box-office coin 
for this one.” 


Venom 

Stars Agnes Bruckner, Bijou 
Philips, Jonathan Jackson 

Directed by Jim Gillespie 

Teeners must escape from a 
“snake-powered bogeyman” 
spawned in the swamps of 
Louisiana, Bob Longino of The At- 
lanta Journal-Constitution de- 
scribes it as “a serviceable, if com- 
pletely humorless meat grinder.” 
Anita Gates of the New York 
Times comments: "[It] can't be 
called a good movie, but. within 
its genre, it's perfectly palatable." 


Stars Rosario Dawson, dina 
Menzel, Taye Diggs 

Directed by Chris Columbus 

The struggles of hungry young 
artists are set to music in the 
movie version of a Broadway hit. 
The much-awaited (if much-de- 
layed) film adaptation helmed by 
Columbus has been greeted by 
mixed reviews, though, Melinda 
Ennis of The Atlanta Journal-Con- 
stitution raves, “[The] rock musi- 
cal brings new magic to the urban 
scene.” Roger Ebert of the Chica- 
go Sun-Times differs: "On film, 
"Rent is the sound of one-hand 
clapping.” Exclusively at Ayala 
Malls Cinemas. 


Lucky Number 


Slevin 

Stars Josh Hartnett, Morgan 
Freeman, Ben Kingsley, Lucy 
Liu, Bruce Willis 

Directed by Paul McGuigan 

Mistaken for another man 
Slevin (Hartnett) gets entangled 
ina web of violence woven by two 
warring crime lords (Kingsley and 
Freeman). A hit man, (Willis) 
joins in the mad chase. Justin 
Chang of Variety deems the film 
"thoroughly—and sometimes jus: 
tifiably—infatuated with its own. 
cleverness.” Kirk Honeycutt -of 
The Hollywood Reporter com- 
mends it for being "a fast-paced, 
funny riff on film noir ;.. (but] it 
might be too slick and clever for 
its own good.” 
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HBO AND HALLMARK ARE IN A RAF 

ings race to win Asia. Top executives of 

the two movie channels were in Manila 

recently to announce their latest 
products. 

Andrew Hanna, managing 
director for Asia-Pacific or 
Sparrowhawk Media Group 
(which acquired Hallmark 
Channel international opera- 
tions in 2004), said, "This year 
[for us], it is all about quality 
drama entertainment." 

The lineup of original pro- 
ductions for 2006 includes two 

best-selling novels adapted to 
the small screen— "Poseidon Ad- 
venture" and “Mysterious Is- 


are debuting in the next few 
months: “Hercules,” "Empire" 
and the futuristic “Supernova.” 
As for the signature Hallmark 
drama, there's “Thicker than Wa- 
ter” and “Mom at Sixteen.” 
Holiday titles are “Back to You 
and Me” and “Ordinary Mira- 
des" 
Hanna also announced that 
Hallmark has opened an office in 
Singapore “to concentrate on 


“EMPIRE” —Hallmark’s answer to HBO's “Rome” marketing and communicating with 
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"LEGENDS of the Fall" is one of HBO's blockbusters. 


our audience in Southeast Asia." 

According to Hanna, Hallmark is seen in 
more than 20 million households in the region. 
Globally, Hallmark channels broadcast in 120 
countries to over 110 million subscribers. 


Scheduling 

HBO goes a step further than producing 
originals. Caroline Wong, marketing communi- 
cations director of HBO Asia, introduced the 
HBO Pak, “three new, 24-hour, commercial- 
free premium blockbuster movie channels” 
that will be available in the Philippines starting 
in April 

Wong explained: "These are not individual 
channels they are bundled within the Pak of 
five, including Cinemax.” The three new chan- 
nels are HBO Signature, HBO Family and HBO 
Hits. 

"With these five,” Wong said, "we offer sub- 
scribers more premium programming, added 
value and greater viewing choice.” 

HBO Signature promises the latest movies 
and series, including the channel's original pro- 
ductions. HBO Family is “completely dedicated 
to family-oriented blockbusters.” HBO Hits is 
the most interesting, as it pioneers what Wong 
described as “cascading” slate. 

‘She explained: “Seven brand-new block- 
busters encore throughout the whole week on 
a rotating schedule, so that if the busy viewer 


ANDREW Hann: 
“All about quality.’ 
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misses the 2 p.m. Wednesday screening, for in- 
stance, he can catch it on Saturday, 10 p.m." 

HBO Signature has a viewer-friendly aspect 
as well. It introduces Event of the Month, 
which will showcase an exclusive series sched- 
uled over consecutive nights all the way to its 
conclusion. Think a whole season of “Six Feet 
Under" screened in two weeks. 

“Ask you cable service providers,” 


Boob tube 
booboos 


HOST: WHAT IS YOUR WORKING RELA- 
tionship with your wife in your office? 

Guest: She really runs the office! After all, 
as the saying goes, for every man there is be 
hind a woman! 

(At least, he didn’t 
say a woman's be- 
hind!) 


Wong 


VIEWFINDER 


Host Who are the 
major sponsors of 
your group's fundrais- = 
ing campaign? z 

Guest We have 


A 
many popular people, pu Nj 


but the rich they want i 
bur the rich they want Nestor U. Torre 


(Ano daw?) 

Host: What about the issue of electoral re- 
forms, does it concern you? 

Guest: Oh, yes, I'm very disconcerned of 
this. 

(sa ka pal) 

Host: So, should the polls be automated? 
‘And how should it be done? 

Guest: Definitely it should be. We need to 
fax-track the process! 

(So, buy those fax machines, quick!) 

Host: How can we speedily solve this case? 

Guest: The public has to cooperate and re. 
port tips to the police. For this, handa akong 
magbigay ng pabuya sa suspect. 

(Hey, whose side are you on?) 

Host: How was your fishing trip last week- 
end, did you catch a lot of fish? 

Guest: Not really—masyadong mabilis tu- 
makbo yung isda. 

(Must have been a coelacanth...) 

Host: How will you get all of the bickering 
parties to agree to take a common stand? 

Guest: All conflicting views can be resolved 
ifwe have a round discussion. 

(A round discussion? What happened to 
the table?) 

Host: How can we make sure that our 
hearts are healthy? 

Guest: If you follow the advice of experts, 
there are many tips you can do to provide you! 
with a long and healthy heart! 

(We don't really want a long heart, just a 
healthy one!) 

Host: How will you counter all of the| 
charges raised by your rival against you? 

Guest: 1 will file and sue my own case 
against him! 

(File and sue? File a suit? —Whatever...) 

Host: Many people want you to get mar. 
ried. What's taking you so long? 

Guest: Because we don't really need it 
Wala kaming papel, pero kung legality sa puso, 
kasal kami! 

(Quote, unquote!) 
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FROM His ? BOX 


FISHED out of Boy's own box of “Fast 
Talk” questions in "Private Conversa- 
tions": 


What would a movie on your life be ti- 
tled? 
“Himala ng Isang Geishal" 


Who would play you? 
Adam Sandler. 


Describe your first kiss. 
Fast and wet! 


If you were not you, who would you 
like to be? 
Paris Hilton! 


Has any woman come on to you? 
| Oh yes! Lalmost puked. 


Mirror, 


From page A2-8 


mirror... 


lives. You see, we read so many guidelines for 
a successful life that we limit the possibilities. 
‘That doesn't apply to me. 

I will be a geisha, a high-flying bh, good 
son, I will be whatever. I'm capable of living 
multiple orgasmic lifetimes (laughs). 


Would you go back to anyone of those? 

* Tm still in them, Pm still connected to whol 
was 20 years ago. I acknowledge and respect. 
what that life means to me now. I don’t deny 
my past. 

"When people ask, “Why hosting?" I look 
back: At the time of [the late} Tita Conching 
{Sunico, Metropolitan Theater administra- 
tor], whenever we had gala nights at the 
Metropolitan Theater, I really dressed up. I 
would ask her, “Tita, can T open [the show] 
and announce the National Anthem?” 


‘And as an actor, how were you? 

1 did the award-winning play, "Rehas sa 
Tubig.” It was retitled “Daungan Laot.” When 
J was given the role of the narrator, I was so 
proud! I found out later, however, that I 
‘would not be seen. I played the titular lumot 
(moss) and wore a veil over my head! On the 
night of the play at curtain call, I took off the 
veil! 


How many milestones are you celebrat- 
ing these days? 

1 just had my 300th interview on "Private. 
Conversations with Boy Abunda." We're cele- 
rating the first anniversary of “Home Boy" 
and, in May, we will mark the third anniver- 
sary of “Kontrobersyal.” "The Buzz" will be 
seven years old in June. 


Which one among these shows do you 
enjoy the most? 

Tba-ibang experience. "Home Boy" allows 
metobe the probinsyano that Tam. I relate the 
most to the stories on that show. It allows me 
to talk about Tatay and him being anak sa 
labas (a child born out of wedlock). 1 remem- 
ber that the first time I talked about this, 
Nanay got angry. 

“Private Conversations" is very close to me. 
Itallows metodoa lotof reading, which is my 
passion. 

“Kontrobersyal” allows me to do investiga- 
tive work and tell the stories of people who 
are hungry and angry. 

“The Buzz" is pure show time. I take a bath, 
get dressed and go to "The Buzz.” That’s it. 


How do you reconcile your roles as a 
journalist/newsmaker, ^ manager/talent, 
publicist/social critic? 

That's a very hard question. 

As a journalist and newsmaker: I don't 
have a way of reconciling the fact that I make 
news and deliver it. The conflict arises only 
with issues that have something to with inter- 
ests I protect as a manager and talent. But I'm 
very open. If have the temerity to ask a scan- 
dalous question once in a while, I should also 
be ready to answer those same type of ques- 
tions. 
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Asa manager and talent: Ihave no problem 
there. If a job is being offered to me or my tal- 
ent, I'll beg off and give the job to my talent. 
This has happened many times. 

As a publicist and social critic: I don’t work 
much as a publicist now. Although 1 think I 
made a dent in the industry as a publicist to 
music superstars. 

Because of “Kontrobersyal,” I'm involved in 
the news and current affairs department. Ido 
interviews more than critiques and commen- 
taries. I cannot be a straight newscaster who 
cannot show his biases. 

1don't deny that I have very strong biases. 
That is a weakness, I must admit. 


Do your strong feelings limit you in any 
way? 

Tadmit there are times when that happens. 
But in order to verbalize something that 1 feel 
very strongly about, I take risks. If you are not 
appreciated by your bosses simply because 
you do that, titimplahin mo. 

Thats where your values will come into 
play. At this point in my career, I'm not too 
seared about that. I'm more fearless now. 

For the longest time, I had to dance to ev- 
eryone else's music. Iwas a pleaser, but now, I 
listen to my heart. 


“A wonderful, bi 


- Sharon Cuneta 


“A well-made commercial film 
pleasant to look at 
and is a grand romance at its best.” 


that i 


HE says he wouldn't mind doing a talk show “ 


ith the fish and the carabao” in Boronggan, Samar, when he retires. 


Meanwhile, he poses for a snapshot with Inquirer Guyitos. 
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IN THEATERS NATIONWIDE! 


“Moments of Love is a movie to be proud of.” 


- Mario Bautista (People’s Journal) 


- Crispina Martinez-Belen (Manila Bulle: 


in) 


"The cinematography, the set design, 
even the mood of the film contributed heavily 
sa taas ng produc 


ion value .” 
inno Erece (Tumbok) 


2: Soon To Open 
. 3: Moments of Love 
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Mirror,mirrof... 
Fast talk with the fast-talking Boy Abunda 
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By the Inquirer Entertainment 
staff 
Photos by Ryan Lim. 


YOU DONT N 
question. 

‘TV host-talent manager-pub- 
licist Boy Abunda can conduct 
a gabfest all by himself. 

Whether reminiscing 
about his salad days in the 
theater or coming to 
terms with the inevitable 
curtain call, he is a gush- 
ing font of observations at once 
insightful and incisive. 

You could use the trendy term 
“life coach” to sum him up but, as 
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Abunda himself would demur, 
"Tm too busy living my own life." 
Make that several lives in this 
one incarnation, an existence 
that could daunt the faint-heart- 
ed. The multi-hyphenated, multi- 
talented Mr. Abunda has plenty 
of himself to spare. 
He's not called “Boy 
Abundance” for noth- 
ing. 


You just renewed 
your contract with 
ABS-CBN. Are you being paid 
top money? 
1 can't complain. m paid well 
enough to enjoy a lifestyle that 1 
hardly get to enjoy Thats the 


Mark Herras Ryza Cenon 
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"WHAT does it mean, to have ‘arrived’? You're here today, gone 


tomorrow.” 


PHOTOSBYRYANUM 


irony of it. As I was saying recently to Bong 
(Quintana, his longtime partner), “Now, that 
we can afford to go to Hong Kong or Phuket 
[anytime we want], we don't have the time.” I 
know I'm paid well [because] I'm a talent 
manager, I know the landscape. I know that 
jobs are not easy these days. 


Tell us about your hungry years. 

When my father passed away, ] dropped 
out of school. I asked my mother, "Please al- 
low meto look for a job that will enjoy.” 

1 worked in a restaurant. I sold fire extin- 
guishers. I sold soap and shampoo. I sold en- 
cyclopedia. I did all sorts of things just to sur- 
vive. Until I made friends with people who 
were doing street theater at the time. They 
used to rehearse at the Paco Park. 

Then I worked at the Metropolitan Theater. 
used to rent a place in Mabini, with bar girls 
for roommates! Our "bedrooms" were divided 
only by mantel (tablecloth). I stayed there for 
more than two years. I must have been in my 
20s then, but I was no longer a virgin 
laughs)! 

Before I joined the Met's PR department, I 
was assistant stage manager. My job was to 
count the props. I was good at it! I'm proud of 
that. Everybody left work at 7 p.m.; I was 
there until 12 midnight. Then I became an ac- 
tor. It was P50 per performance. 


Did you enjoy that stint with the Met? 

Oh, yeah! [Those were] the best years of 
mylife. 

But how difficult was it living in Malate 
with bar girls? 

1didn't think it was difficult at the time be- 
cause I was having a ball! 


When did you realize that you had finally 
arrived? 

I can't say it was an inspired moment. You 
neither annotate nor rhapsodize on your life. 
You work hard and suddenly you realize that 
things are happening that you never even 
imagined! 

When Regine Velasquez was still very new 
in the business, people behind her shows told 
her, "You need to hire Boy as publicist!” For 
me, arrive na ako no'n! 


We heard you did your first PR jobs using 
atypewriter and public phone? 

Yes. I had left the Met and already living in 
an apartment, but 1 had no phone. My first 
clients were singers I had worked with at the 
theater, like Martin (Nievera), Pops (Fernan- 
dez) and Zsa Zsa (Padilla). The house with 
the phone was five doors away. When I said: 
“Hello, Zsa Zsa,” the phone's owner would 
say, unbelieving, "Uy, Zsa Zsa daw (laughs)?" 

Going back to that "arrival" question ... l'm 
not saying it out of false humility, but what 
does it mean, "arrive ka na"? 

Does it have something to do with how 
much money you're making? Does it have to 
do with how many people recognize you on 
the streets? 

There are different benchmarks, But when 
you're a manager who have seen careers 
come and go, you're more realistic. You know 
how temporary that “arrive” moment is. 
You're here today, gone tomorrow. 


Are you prepared for the inevitable? 

You don't prepare for being a has-been. It 
happens to each and every one of us. When 
you go up, you should also expect to go down. 
But knowing that this happens softens the 
blow. It also makes you more cautious, more 
human, more respectful and makes you work 
harder. 

‘This is the reason I'm very shy to talk about 
how big or influential I've become. I'm still 
too busy running the race, 

But that doesn’t mean that I don't relish 
moments of fame. Its fun if you know how to 
handle it. But it can also be toxic. My expo- 
sure in theater, my hungry years and being a 
manager all help in this aspect. 


You said once that you'd gladly return to 
the province and plant kamote when that 
day comes. 

Oh yes! I'm not afraid to go home (to 
Boronggan, Eastern Samar, where he was 
born and raised) When all of this is done, I 
will host a talk show with the fish and the 
carabao and have a good laugh. 


Do you sometimes feel you are living so 
‘many lifetimes in this one? 
Yes. I've never been afraid to live those 
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$200-M subway to link MRT-3, LRT-1 


‘Grand Central’ station to connect Metro with North, South Luzon 


By Daxim L. Lucas Rail Transit Line 3 (MRT- __ Speaking to reporters recently, ters stretching from the North Av- “What we intend to do here is which was tasked to submit the 


i 5 Transportation Secretary Lean- enue MRT station to Roosevelt, [to] go underground,” he said. projects design before month's 
THETRANSPORTATION 3) with the older Light dro Mendoza said thatupto $200 Balintawak and Monumento. “We will have a subway because eni 


department is now final. Rail Transit Line 1 (LRT- million would be needed to fi- The centerpiece of the project of some technical problems.” Louis Berger is a US-based en- 


ns : I mance the projects civil works willbearaisystemthatwillrav Mendoza said the Department gineering consultancy firm 
izing the design of the 1) from North Avenue in. ji l underground in some sections of Transportation and Communi- presently handling major con- 
rail system that will link Quezon City to Monu- ` Dubbed MRT3 Phase 2, the of the northern portions of Edsa cations has already hired a con- tracts in Iraq and Afghanistan for 
the Edsacbased Metro mentoin Caloocan City. milli ‘will run for 5.12 kilome- toavoid existing obstructions. sultant, the Louis Berger Group, 000s 
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Shares fall for 2nd day 


‘SHARES DECLINED FOR A SEC- 
‘ond day yesterday as investors 
locked in profits after last week's 


ins propelled the index to a near- 
iy seven-year high 

The benchmark 30-company Philippine 
Stock Exchange index el 9.16 points, or 0.4 
‘percent to 2,186.79, fer shedding 05 percent 
Monday. On Friday, the index rose to its best 
Glos in nearly seven years, hining 2208.13. 

"Thi is part ofthe correction that we ve antic- 
ipte, especiali after the index hit the psycho- 
logical mark ot 2.200 last week," said AB Capi 
Securities analyst Ervin Balta. “Investors are al- 
So cautious ahead of the Fed meeting” 

While financial markets have more or less 
discounted another 25-basis-point US inter- 2 
ast rate increase at the end of the Federal Re- p amily time. 
Serve policy meeting Tuesday, there was un- A 
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Gov't lowers 
growth target 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


Crlless summers. 


‘THE GOVERNMENT HAS CUT SLIGHTLY ITS 
economic growth target and at the same time 
lowered its inflation forecast given the impact 
ofthe appreciating peso. 
‘The Cabinet-level Development Budget Co- 
ordination Committee approved in a meeting 
late Monday a slight reduction in the coun- 
trys gross domestic product growth forecast 
for 2006 to 5.5-6.2 percent from the earlier 
range of 5.7-6.3 percent. 
Finance Undersecretary Gil Beltran said 
the slight revision factored in some account- 
ing adjustments on the nominal GDP as well 
as the expected softening of merchandise ex- ] 
port earnings and continuing high oil prices. pun 
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Exporters warned against non-compliance with China quarantine standards 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 
‘and Christine A. Gaylican 


{LOCAL MANGO EXPORTERS HAVE 
‘been warned that they must comply with 
international quarantine standards after 


China intercepted several shipments 
from the Philippines that were said to 
contain fruitfies. 

China has since drawn up stricter rules 
regarding shipments from the Philip- 
pines, which would take effect in May. 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES IS EXPECTED TO 
post a much lower consolidated public 
sector deficit of about P152 billion in 
‘end-2005, from the ceiling of P180 bil- 
lion set by fiscal managers. 

Authorities cited improved cash 
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flows from most state-owned corpora- 
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Government data show that export 
volumes of mangoes went up 56 percent 
to 2,853 tons in 2005 from 1,821 tons 
theyear before. 

Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila said 
China's move was in line with its govern- 


product—much lower than the pro- 
grammed ratio of 3.4 percent. 

The CPSD estimate for 2005 would 
likewise represent a sharp decline from 
the actual deficit of P233.5 billion 
recorded in 2004, which was equiva- 
lent to 4.8 percent of GDB 

‘Authorities are closely monitoring 
the performance of major government- 
‘owned and -controlled corporations to 
make sure that their losses would not 
undermine the government's fiscal con- 
solidation efforts. 

Finance Undersecretary Gil Beltran 


ment's desire to protect its agricultural 
produce from pest infestation. 

‘Mango growers have also expressed 
their concern that the La Nifia weather 
would hurt local production and drag 
down potential earnings this year. 


said that half of the projected CPSD for 
2005 would likely be due to losses in- 
curred by the National Food Authority, 
the country's sole rice-importing agency. 

“The NFA stepped up its importation 
of rice last year to prepare for the El Ni- 
fio dry spell,” Beltran said. 

In the past, it was the National Power 
Corp. that had always weighed down 
the CPSD. 

But the government has recently 
started to privatize some of its assets. 
Also, the state utility actually improved 
its fiscal performance dramatically. Last 
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The La Nifia, marked by the early on- 
set of torrential rains, may benefit some 
other crops like rice, but not mangoes, 
according to Roberto Amores, Philippine. 
Mango Exporters Confederation Inc. 
president. 


Public sector deficit seen to drop in 05 


year, the NPC was expected to have cut 
its losses to half of GDR or a third of the 
level posted in 2004. 

The final CPSD numbers are expect- 
ed to be released by the DOF over the 
next few days, Beltran said. 

‘The International Monetary Fund, in 
its latest report on the Philippines, said 
it would be good to set a deficit ceiling 
for each corporation to improve their 
individual governance. 

The IMF also stressed that power sec- 
tor privatization should be accelerated 
to bring in more fresh investments. 
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TECHNOLOGY 


ROUND-UP 
FPHC nets higher income 
THE LOPEZ-LED FIRST PHILIPPINE HOLDINGS 
Corp. reported that its net income for 2005 
reached P4.9 bilion, based on audited financial 
statements. This would reflect a 38 percent in- 
crease from FPHC's P3.3 billion net income 
recorded in 2004. 

The audited financial statements were ap- 
proved by the company's board of directors yes- 
terday, FPHC said in a disclosure to the PSE. 
Revenue in 2005 hit P55 billion. It was much 
higher than the 2004 revenue of P38.9 bilion. 
FPHC has business interests in energy, infras- 
tructure, property development, construction, 
manufacturing and securities transfer services. 

Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Plan for Transco scrapped 
THE POWER Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- 
agement Corp. (PSALM) has scrapped the 
planned full privatization of the National Trans- 
mission Corp. (Transco), opting instead to have 
the state fim retain a 15-percent equity in the na- 
tionwide transmission grid. 

According to PSALM, having Transco keep a 
15-percent equity in the transmission network 
would enable the government “to share in any 
upside of the business.” 

"Another benefit of the new proposed scheme 
is that it would maximize the possibility of the pri- 
vatizatior's success while protecting government 
interest," PSALM said. 

The revised proposal was also drafted in re- 
sponse to concerns raised by investors on tech- 
nical pre-qualification. 

Based on the original bid terms, Transco's pri 
vatization wil be done in two phases. For the pre- 
franchise phase, the concessionaire will perform 
only "delegable functions. In the second phase, 
which already involves a franchise, the conces- 
Sionaire wil perform ll functions related to the 
operation and management of the nationwide 
transmission grid. Abigail L. Ho 


MWSS seeks bridge financing 
THE METROPOLITAN Waterworks and Sewerage 
System is seeking some P1.5 billion or $30 mii- 
lion in bridge financing from foreign and local 
banks to pay for obligations that will mature bo- 
fore the end of the first semester. 

"The MWSS Board of Directors has revealed that 
itis expecting the entry of new investors to the 
‘scene. But the investors will come in by the sec- 
ond semester, prompting the board to decide to 
acquire the loans and settle its obligations fling 
due on the second quarter, MWSS sources said. 

“We are working closely with the Department 
of Finance in seeking these borrowings,” MWSS 
Finance Department head Estrellito Pollos said. 

Polloso explained that the MWSS has been tap- 
ping the $120-milion performance bond which 
Maynilad posted. But he said the fund would soon 
run out, making it urgent for the MWSS to secure 
the bridge financing by next month. 

“The MWSS last year borrowed cose to P10 bil- 
lion to pay for the unpaid obligations of Maynilad. 

Financial aling Maynilad have not fully paid its 
concession fees to MWSS. Christine A. Gaylican 


Traders slam Customs rules 
LOCAL exporters yesterday criticized the Bureau of 
Customs for issuing a series of directives which, 
they ciam, wil only worsen the red tape atthe 
agency and increase the expenses of companies. 

The BoC on March 6 issued Customs Administra- 
tive Order No. 3-2006. The following day, It came out 
with Customs Memorandum Order No. 6-2008. The. 
‘orders spell out the rules for accreditation of brokers. 

ina statement sent to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo, 44 signatories representing various In- 
dustry associations under the umbrella group 
Philippine Exporters Confederation said that the 
Customs directives ran counter to what was pre- 
viously agreed upon during the drafting of the 
Customs Brokers Law's implementing rules. 

"The orders, which allegedly implement Repub- 
iic Act No. 9280, seriously deviate from and violate 
the provisions of the IRR, as they prevent ex- 
porters from processing their export documents 
themselves," the group sad. "As the orders are ex- 
plained, the rights of exporters granted under the 
IRR to RA 9280 to process their own export docu- 
mentation are effectively curtailed." 

“The exporters also said that the orders would 
mean additional red tape and expenses for thelr 
Shipments, which would make Philippine prod- 
ucts uncompetitive in world trade. 

"Wie urge (the President) to hold back the im- 
plementation of (the two orders) until such time 
that they are properly amended and modified, to 
uphold tha exporters rights," Philexport said. 

Plilexport said the new law would worsen the 
plight of the export sector, which has been | bat- 
tered by the continuing appreciation of the poso. 
The group described the Customs Brokers law as 
the knock-out punch to the “already wobbly" sec- 
tor. Ronne! W. Domingo 
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By Abigail L. Ho 


MANILA ELECTRIC CO., THE COUNTRYS 
largest private electricity distributor, suffered 
a P41 1-million net loss in 2005 even despite 
the 14.9-percent increase in revenue from the 
previous year. 

‘The company largely attributed the loss to 
provisioning for probable losses due to an ad- 
verse Supreme Court ruling combined with 
the transition from the Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles to the Philippine Finan- 
cial Reporting Standards/Philippine Account- 
ing Standards. 

For 2005, Meralco booked a P5.9-billion 
provision for probable losses stemming from 
a pending Supreme Court decision on its rates 
unbundling case. 

"The Supreme Court upheld a Court of Ap- 
peals decision nullifying the Energy Regulato- 
ry Commission's approval of the power dis- 
tributor's unbundled rates. 

‘The ruling also effectively nullified an ERC- 
approved rate hike of 17 centavos per kilo- 
watt-hour (kWh). 

‘The distribution utility had earlier said that 
it would reflect a probable loss of at least 
P500 million every month until the issuance 
of the final decision, exclusive of the 32-per- 
cent tax shield. 

‘The transition to new accounting policies, 
on the other hand, wiped out the company’s 
supposed P599-million net income for the 
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Meralco posted P411-M loss in ‘05 


Provision for probable losses, change in accounting rules cited 


year, excluding the provision for probable 
losses. 

Without the provision and the transition to 
new accounting policies, the company should 
have registered a net income of P4.4 billion, 
the company said. 

Meralco, however, said that the P411-mil- 
lion net loss in 2005 was almost 80 percent 
lower than its restated net loss of more than 
P2 billion in 2004. 

The company's revenues rose 14.9 percent 
to P174.3 billion last year from P151.6 billion 
the year before. 

The revente risg was attributed to the 
0.6-percent sales growth that the power 
distributor registered last year, coupled 
with the increase in purchased power 
costs. 

Revenue from the sole of electricity grew 
15.9 percent to P170.9 billion in 2005 from 
P147.4 billion the previous year. 

The strong electricity sales mainly came 
from the commercial sector and from the 
One Day Power Sales, a program being im- 
plemented with the National Power Corp., 
to industrial customers. 

Sales to the commercial sector grew 3.6 
percent, fueled by the opening of new 
shopping malls and the expansion of exist- 
ing malls. 

The industrial sector remained flat, while 
the residential market continued to con- 
tract. 


DTI dismisses petition 
for cement safeguard duty 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
has dismissed with finality the petition ofa group 
of cement companies to extend the imposition of 
safeguard duties for imported cement. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila said the de- 
cision was made after the Supreme Court or- 
der voiding DTI-imposed safeguard measures 
became final and executory last Oct. 5. 

Favila explained that the case stemmed from 
a Cemap petition filed in November 2004 ask- 
ing for an extension of the protective measures 
that the DTI imposed in August 2003. 

The DTI imposed a three-year safeguard 
tariff of P15.60 a 40-kilogram bag of import- 
ed Portland cement starting Dec. 1, 2001, fol- 
lowinga finding contrary to that of the TC. 

‘When the duty lapsed late in 2004, the DTI 
decided that it should be extended and in- 
creased to P29.60 a bag. 

Fair trade advocates had scored the 
Supreme Court's decision saying it did not 
heed the provisions of the law as well as those 
of the Constitution that promotes the use of 
labor and goods that are available and made 
sin the country. 

‘According to the Fair Trade Alliance, the 


ruling also did not recognize the World Trade 
Organization provision for such safeguard 
duties. 

Similar to dumping and countervailing 
measures, a safeguard duty was one of the 
trade — protection 
measures available 
under the agreement 
with the WTO. 

Applied to agricul- 
tural and non-agri- 
cultural products, a 
safeguard duty is an 
additional duty im- 
posed on imported 
articles in case there 
is a finding that sub- 
stantial importation 
has direcdy caused 
injury to the domes- 
ticindustry 

The TC, however, 
said that the local in- 
dustry did not face 
any harm due to the 
entry of increased 
quantities of import- 
ed cement. 
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Piracy stunting cable 
industry, group says 


By Daxim L. Lucas Philippine regulatory regime were 
described as "pro-market—such. 
as an absence of restrictions on 
tiering of program offerings, ad- 
vertising, or rate regulation—in- 
dustry players cannot fully lever- 
age these and make successful in- 
vestments either in content or 
technology because program con- 
tent is at risk of being stolen and 
resold while the government “ap- 
pears unable to address the prob- 
lem," the group said. 

Similarly, “interventionist reg- 
ulatory guidelines" such as those 
prohibiting exclusivity of channel 
supply and a ban on foreign in- 
vestment in cable TV platforms 
further contribute to the stunted 
growth of the local industry, it 
added. 

Foreign ownership is currently 
prohibited in cable TV or “direct- 
to-home” platforms. 

“Only China, where media 
‘ownership is controlled for politi- 
cal reasons, equals the Philip- 
pines’ strict ban,” the statement 
said. 

Among the 11 Asian 
economies evaluated in the re- 
port, the Philippines ranked 9th 
in terms of cable TV investment. 

Annual cable TV programming 
investment remains low at only 
$28.4 million primarily because 
programmers are discouraged by 
the flagrant copyright infringe- 
ment, according to Casbaa. 

The country also lags other 
‘Asian markets in terms of invest- 
ment in infrastructure and tech- 
nology with only $49.2 million 
invested. 

“This explains why much of the 
Philippines cable TV infrastruc- 
ture remains outdated while 
many countrjes are now enjoying 
the advantages of digital delivery 
systems and moving toward high- 
definition television and value- 
added interactive applications," 
the group said. 


RAMPANT PIRACY, AGGRAVATED 
by a slew of restrictive and lax reg- 
ulation, is stunting the growth of 
the local cable television industry, 
according to the findings of a re- 
gional industry organization re- 
leased yesterday. 

Ina press statement, the Cable 
and Satellite Broadcasting Asso- 
ciation of Asia (Casbaa)—an um- 
brella group of 110 cable TV 
firms—said that the Philippines 
continued to have underdevel- 
‘oped cable TV markets "because 
of piracy and weak regulatory 
structures.” 

At the same time however, Cas- 
baa said that if cable TV policy 
changes were adopted, they 
should help the Philippines 
“leapfrog other markets and en- 
joy substantial benefits within a 
relatively short period." 

The findings were contained in 
a report entitled "Regulating for 
Growth: Effective Regulation of 
the Pay-TV Industry in the Asia- 
Pacific,” which was undertaken 
by Casbaa in association with re- 
search firm Media Partners Asia. 

"Enforcement of copyright law 
remains weak; signal piracy by 
rogue cable TV operators is theo- 
retically a criminal offense but 
cases brought by the authorities 
are rare,” the group's statement 
said. 

It pointed out that license sus- 
pension or revocation as a sanc- 
tion for copyright violators had 
not been effectively applied, at- 
tributing this directly to "the lack 
of a clear mandate and resources 
for the National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission (NTC)." 

[The NTC] issues cable oper- 
ating licenses without examining 
whether programming is misap- 
propriated and resold,” the report 
said. 
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‘Smart cut Meridian (execs) out 
of the loop,’ says former president 


; By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE MASS RESIGNATION THAT STRUCK 
Meridian Telekoms Inc. earlier this week was 
due to moves by its new owner, Smart Com- 
inunications Inc., to isolate the company's old 
management, according to its recently re- 
signed president. 

in a telephone interview with the INQUIRER 
late Monday night, former Meridian presi- 
dent and CEO Rene dos Remedios said 


company was acquired from the family of for- 
mer Manila Rep. Mark Jimenez. 

"We were deprived of our role in Meridian,” 
he said, shedding his earlier non-confrontational 
statements. "There is great disappointment on 
my part and Meridian employees as to what hap- 
pened after the consummation of the purchase.” 

Smart, the main cellular phone unit of 
telecommunications giant PLDT, bought 
Meridian late last year from Jimenez report- 
edly for $45 million or about P2.3 billion at 


Smart’s management immediately moved to 


current exchange rates. 
cut him and his team out of the loop after the 


‘The deal raised eyebrows among company 
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|- Set up a Medical Transcription Facility and/ 
[or ContacuCall Centers (from the Micro level 
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insiders as well as analysts who questioned 
the deal's valuation. 

Dos Remedios said he was called to a man- 
agement committee meeting after the deal was 
consummated only to be informed that the old 
management team would no longer be needed. 

"[They] told me my key group had no more. 
role in Meridian,” he said, adding that PLDT 
president Napoleon Nazareno asked him to 
reconsider his decision, but he decided to 
push ahead with his resignation. 

“After we resigned, they offered us severance 
pay" Dos Remedios said, saying the amount 
‘was “substantial.” “We refused out of principle." 

He complained that he and his team were 
also being “painted as the bad guys” by the 
company's new owners. 

“Tt was a matter of honor already,” he said. 

‘The other day, a Smart spokesperson at- 
tributed the mass resignation to a "difference 
of opinion” between Meridian’s old manage- 
ment and its new owners—a fact stressed by 
Dos Remedios. 

"Its a severe difference of opinion if they 
don't think my group should be running the. 
business that we built," he said. 

Five senior Meridian managers and 35 re- 
search and development staffers resigned out 
ofthe company's 217-member compliment 

Dos Remedios said those who quit with him 
embodied the company's "heart and vision." 

Both PLDT chair Manuel V. Pangilinan and 
president Napoleon Nazareno did not reply to 
text queries on the issue although a company 
spokesman denied that Meridian's old man- 
agement was treated shabbily. 

"We've been very transparent with all par. 
ties concerned," Smart spokesman Ramon Is- 
berto said in a telephone interview. 

He added that the company would rather 
“look to the future” rather than “dwell on 
what happened,” 

“Clearly, there's been a misunderstanding,” 
he said, “There was a misappreciation of how 
[they] understood [their] new role.” 

‘Smart plans to raise its stake in Meridian 
from 49 percent to 100 pereent by the middle 
of this year, representing a delay in the com- 
pany’s initial end-2005 acquisition timetable. 

Meridian provides wireless broadband and 
data services to small- and medium-scale 
businesses nationwide. It operates under a 
legislative franchise and was issued a provi- 
sional authority to operate by the NTC. 


Landco allots 
P4.3B for 
new projects 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


PROPERTY DEVELOPER LANDCO PACIFIC 
Corp., a subsidiary of Metro Pacific Corp., is 
setting aside P4.3 billion in the next three 
years to finance atleast four key property pro- 
jects, company president Alfred Xerez-Burgos 
Jr said ina briefing Monday. 

Landco is developing Playa Calatagan in 
Batangas, a seaside 
beach ‘destination 
covering 62 hectares 
envisioned to be the 
"Boracay" of Luzon. 

landco is also 
proposing a massive 
tourism development 
at the sprawling 400- 
hectare Villa Escud- 
ero in San Pablo City, 
laguna, which wil 
house a sanctuary, 
golf, village and cam- 
pus districts. 

Landeo officials 
earlier projected the 
company might need 
between P1 billion 
and PS billion for its 
Villa Escudero devel- 
opment, a joint ven- 
ture with the Escud- 
ero family. 

The — Montelago 
project, a 102- 
hectare property in 
San Pablo, Laguna, is 
part of the vast Es- 
cudero landholdings. 
The first phase con- 
sists of 33 hectares or 
905 residential lots. 

Landeo will also 
develop a residential 
community in Que- 
zon City. 

Landco is likewise 
building a shopping 
center in Naga City 
under its Pacific Mail 
brand. It is teaming 
up with the Metro 
Gaisano Group for 
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m this venture. Landco 
has existing Pacific 
Malls in Nueva Ecija, 
Lucena and Legazpi, 

Landeo aims to 
double its revenues 
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Shares fall for 2nd day |...» 


certainty over how it will affect. 
US monetary policy, traders said. 

Stocks that contributed heavily 
tothe index loss were Ayala Land, 
off 2.3 percent at P10.75, and 
Bank of the Philippine Islands, 


to P2.55, and Philex "B," which 
was higher by 4.5 percent at 
P2.55. The mining concern said 
Monday its board approved the 
declassification of the company's 
stocks into common shares. 


to P4 billion by 2007 
and emerge as one of 
the country's top de- 
velopers. 


lower by 0.8 percent at P62 on 
continued profit-taking. 

Limiting the market loss were 
Philex "A," which rose 7.1 percent 


Analysts said the declassifica- 
tion should boost the stock's liq- 
uidity and increase investor inter- 
est in Philex. AP 
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By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


THE LACK OF EXPERTS IN THE 
specialized field of automotive 
repair and maintenance has long 
plagued the industry, but Toyota 
Motor Philippines Foundation 
Tne. seeks to provide a long-term 
solution through its market-driv- 
enscholarship program. 

Under the scholarship pro- 
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Toyota seeks to grow ranks of skilled auto 


the chance to earn a college/uni- 
versity degree in Automotive En- 
gineering while working with 
Toyota. 

‘The curriculum developed with 
Mapua is unique as it integrates 
Toyota principles and philoso- 
phies and recognizes the value of 
the actual work experiences and 
seminars undergone by the Toyota 
scholars or employees. 


wo 


FH 
kers 


TMPF education sector head 
Ramon Ventura Jr. said the Auto- 
motive Engineering program 
would enable Toyota to develop 
people with a higher set of skills 
that would ultimately redound to 
the benefit ofthe company. 

“This is part of our philosophy 
to improve ourselves and to con- 
tinue professionalizing our 
ranks,” Ventura said. 


gram, underprivileged youth are 
taught skills and provided train- 
ing that would make them em- 
ployable in the automotive indus- 

t just Toyota, upon gradua- 
tion. 

TMPF president David Go said 
in an interview that the scholar- 
ship program not only benefits 
the students, but the companies 
aswell, 

Go explained that the program 
provides companies such as Toy- 
ota, including their extensive 
dealer networks, a steady stream. 
of graduates with the right quali- 
fications to help keep operations 
going. 

There are currently 12 voca- 
tional partner schools providing a 
pipeline of skilled, talented and 
employable manpower to Toyota 
Motor Philippines and its net- 
‘work of more than 23 dealers. 

Toyota provides the engines 
and the curriculum that the stu- 
dents can work on, while the 
partner schools take care of im- 


Rewards, layoffs await revenue 
collecting agencies, Teves says 


CLARK SPECIAL — ECONOMIC 
Zone— They either get 20 percent of 
the excess collections or be laid off 
from work. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves 
said here last week that such incen- 
tive or penalty awaits personnel of 
the bureaus of internal revenue, cus- 
toms and treasury charged with 
meeting targets as government im- 
plements the lateral attrition law (Re- 
public Act No. 9335). 

Teves said that while revenue col- 
lection employees were entitled to 
get rewards, their poor performance. 
could lead to their being "frozen, re- 
lieved or altogether moved out of ser- 
vice after due process.” 

The Bureau of Internal Revenue set 


plementing the curric 
actually raining the students. 


FUTURE automotive experts learn the basics from the Toyota scholarship program. 
ulum and mented, more than 400 of the vo- 
cational scholars have been em- 

Partner schools include the ployed by the Toyota network 
Mariano Marcos State University 
in Laoag, Lingayon 
‘Technological 
stitute, Don Bosco 
College-Can- 
lubang, Alcantara 
National Trade 
Romiblon and Xavier University in 
Cagayan de Oro City. 

Since the program was imple- 
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School in 


a collection goal of P675 billion for 
2006; the Bureau of Customs, P190 
billion; and the Bureau of Treasury, 
P51.9 billion. 

"Teves said the law, which was ap- 
proved in 2005, was already being 
followed. It aims to improve the rev- 
enue collection performance of the 
BIR and BOC through the creation of 
a rewards and incentives fund and of 
a revenue performance evaluation 
board. 

A congressional oversight com- 
mittee, he said, would approve the 
law's implementing rules and regu- 
lations. 

Comparing the January-February 
figures for 2005 and 2006, Teves said 
BIR's collections increased from 


Other graduates have either 


CORPORATE 


through Toyota's Youth Business 
Camps. 

Toyota believes that not all are 
meant for employment, thus, 
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should be provided skills to en- 
able them to go out on their own. 
Not content with just churning 
automotive technical/vocational 
graduates, Toyota last year took 
the next step by introducing the 
Expended Tertiary Education, 
Equivalency and Accreditation 
Program in partnership with the 
Mapua Institute of Technology. 
The program is intended to 
provide the opportunity to both 
Toyota scholars and employees L 


moved on to other 
careers or put up 
their own business- 
es, using training 
that they got 
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P73.7 billion to P912 billion, and 
BOC's from P19.8 billion to P25.6 bil- 
lion. It is only the Bureau of Trea- 
sury's collections that fell by 1.5 per- 
cent from P12.7 billion to P12.6 bil- 
lion. 

Revenues in 2005, at P795.7 bil- 
lion, were up 13.7 percent from 2004, 
hesaid. 

He said the directions this year 
were focused on intensifying tax ad- 
ministration and collection efficiency, 
improving debt management and 
strengthening the management and 
self-reliance of government-owned 
and controlled corporations, 
ing institutions, social insurance sys- 
tems and local governments. Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Gov't $200-M subway 
lowers ... to link MRT-3, LRT-1 


Now on its 32nd year, the 
From page 


seen contributing to 
inflationary pres- 
sures particularly in 
the first semester, but 
based on the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas’ 
projections, the rise 
in consumer prices 
should taper off in 
the second semester. 

However, a softer 
growth of 8 percent 
is expected from ex- 
port earnings against 
earlier expectations 
of a 10 percent ex- 
pansion. 

^ continued im- 
provement in the 
governments fiscal 
performance is also 
seen driving interest. 
ates lower based on 
the bellwether 91- 
day Treasury bil 
rates, or to an aver- 
age of 6.8-7.5 per- 
cent from the earlier 
forecast of 7.5-8.5 
percent. 

Average crude oil 
cost, a major factor 
behind the rise in the 
inflation rate, is seen 
to hover at $62 a bar- 
rel this year, further 
rising from the old 
forecast of $56-60. 

Meanwhile, the 
more bearish outlook 
for exports factored 
in the sluggish de- 
mand for electronics, 
account for 60 per- 
cent of total export 
receipts. 

Despite the weak- 
er trade position ex- 
pected for this year 
and next year, the 
BSP expects the cur- 
rent account to re- 
main in a surplus, re- 
sulting in a balance- 
ofpayments surplus 
of about $1.6 billion 
this year 


From page Bl 


the American government. 

Once completed, Mendoza 
said the Monumento station 
would become the central rail- 
way station linking LRE-1 with 
MRT3 and the planned North 
Rail project that will connect 
Metro Manila with Bulacan 
province. 

Eventually, the planned South 
Rail system that will link Metro 
Manila with the rest of southern 
Luzon will also have its terminal 
at the Monumento station, which 
Mendoza described as the furure 


py 


H 


m" 


“Grand Central" station of the 
country. 

Once Louis Berger has submit- 
ted its design proposal, the bid- 
ding process for the project 
‘would follow, he said. 

At present, the MRT-3 system 
is linked by pedestrian access in 
Cubao with the LRT Line-2, 
which travels the Recto-San- 
tolan route. A pedestrian link al- 
so connects the LRT-1 to the 
LRT2 at the Doroteo Jose sta- 
tion. A similar pedestrian link 
connects MRT-3 with the LRT-1 
at the Taft-Edsa stations of both 
systems. 


23-storey office / residential 
-ondominium along E. Rodriguez 
Sr., Avenue, New Manila, Q.C. 


«Near Trinity Coll Á 
St, Luke% Hospital S 
«Bank Financing Available ; 
Ready For Occupancy 
:24HR. Security 
Offers The Best Condotel 
Deals 
IDEALFOR: è 
Professionals 
“Businessmen 
Students 
cExpats 


STUDIO UNIT 


CALL NOW FOR VIEWING APPOINTMENT & INQUIRIES! 


638-02 
A SBREALTY CORP. 


94 - 638-2268 
632-1010 


| 


| 
| 


TRATEGIC 
CONOMICS 


USINESS 
ROGRAM 


invites SENIOR EXECUTIVES, ENTREPRENEURS, 
GOVERNMENT and NGO LEADERS 


who want to face GLOBALIZATION by being: 
more STRATEGIC in THINKING 
more GROUNDED on ECONOMIC TOOLS for business 
and more SOCIALLY-COMMITTED 


to the 


Executive CBE 


(CERTIFICATE IN BusiNi 


Economics) 


Executive MBE 


(MASTER 


IN’ Business ECONOMICS) 


ORIENTATION 


Ap 


5:00 p.m. 


4 & May 9, 2006 
at the Executive Lounge, 


Administrative & Library Buliding, UA&P 


UNIVERSITY OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 


Manila 


Ms. Alonica R. Salazar 
6/F, School o 


‘APEC Communications Bldg, UA&P Pearl 


Drive, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
(02) 634-2820 / (02) 634-3095 
(02) 637-0912 loc. 222 
sbep@uap.edu.ph 


Cebu 


Mr. Pedro C. Dimaculangan 
Suite 305, Centro Maximo Bldg. 
D. Jakosalem St, Cebu City 
(032) 253-4411 / (032) 253-4427 
pelerd@mozcom.com 


www.uapiedu.ph 
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Emilio J. Aguila 


(of San Jose, Batangas and 


Augusto Carlos Valdes Camara 
a devotee of the Divine Mercy) 


(September 24, 1978 - March 17, 2006) Died in the Grace of our Lord 
on March 27, 2006 at the age of 96. 


His children Cynthia, Enya, Butch and Kiddy; 
grandchildren Steve, Joanne, Richard and 
Cristina; and great-grandchild Erin request their 


Beloved son of Jorge and Binky | friends to join them in prayers. In lieu of flowers, 
please donate instead to charitable institutions for 


the poor. 

Beloved grandson of Augusto and Felicing Camara | His remains lie in state at the Don Bosco Church 
Carlos and Aida (+) Valdes along Pasay Road, Makati City. Interment will be 
on Friday, March 31, 2006 at the Manila Memorial 
Park in Parafiaque City after the 8:30 A.M. Mass 

Beloved nephew of: Sylvia, Crissie, Ricky, Philip, at Don Bosco. 
Mike, Leo, Pinky, Joey, Mandy, Lisa & Martin, | 
Gabby, Butch, Nena, Chona, Johnny, Teri, Barry, 

Gina, Benjie (1), Regina E à The Provincial Government of Bulacan 

| headed by Governor Josefina Mendozi-Dela Cruz, 


and the Sangguniang Panlalawigan 
headed by Vice-Governor Aurelio S. Plamenco, 


the Board Members, Officials, and Employees 
A memorial mass will be held on Saturday April 1, 2006 at J > 
3:30pm at the Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall. Prayers ee T 


and masses for the eternal repose of his soul will be Hon. WARLITO G. TRINIDAD 
| of 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord on March 17, 2006 


appreciated. 


Santol, Balagtas, Bulacan 
Born: December 5, 1964 * Died: March 24, 2006 


Board Member, 2nd District - Bulacan 2004-2006 
Former Vice-Mayor, Municipality of Balagtas 2001-2004 
Former Councilor, Municipality of Balagtas 1998-2001 


His remains lie at their residence in 
87 Jordan Valley Subdivision, Santol, 
Balagtas, Bulacan, His body will be 
transferred to the Provincial Capitol 

of Bulacan, Malolos City for vigil & 
necrological services on March 31, 2006 
at 2:00 p.m. to April Ist 2006, 12:00 noon. 


Interment will be on April 1st 2006 

at the Doña Encamacion Memorial Park, 
Wawa, Balagtas after the 2:00 p.m. Mass 
at San Lorenzo Parish Church, Poblacion, 
Balagtas, Bulacan. 


FELIX ORDAS ALFELOR SR. : = 
uar ctio prier ier a THEY TERITAGE PARK 
On his FORT BONIFACIO 


25^ Death Anniversary, March 30, 2006 
94^ Birth Anniversary, May 2, 2006 


Schedule of Requiem Masses offered for he Eternal Repose of the soul of (t) Felix Sr. 
siete Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


University Divine Mercy Chapel .... ~~ 3:00 p.m. Elegant & Spacious Chapels + US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 

UNEP, Iriga City x 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel .. - 6:30 a.m. *Flowers by Holland Blooms *Imported Registry Books & 
: Caper Pepina; Naga City 8:30 am. (Phil. Time) Thank You Cards Personalized Guest Information Cards 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. Over Family Land TV Channel *Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 
| St. Anthony of Padua Parish 7:00 a.m. 


Iriga City 845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


Our Lody of Salvation Parish .. 7:00 a.m. 

atvacion, Iriga City —— " * 

Our Lady of Fatima Shrine . 630am. 

ur Lady of Fatima Shrine am M i « at 
ATTY. DULCE MARIE iam ha 

Holy Cross Parish 630 a.m. MAGSAMBOL-FADRI * 

Nabua, Cam. Sur 


San Isidro, Iriga City [^ 
Our Lady of Sorrow Parish .. 6:30 a.m. A 
Holy Trinity Parish 7:00 am. Peacefully joined our Lord on March 26, 2006 


Sto-Domingo, Iriga City 
Bato, Cam. Sur at the age of 48. 


St. Therese of Lisieux Parish ... 615am. 
Sta. Teresita, Iriga City 


E polt osi — ee Her loving husband, Jose Jr. and daughter Desiree, 
Our Lady of Prompt Soccur Parish 6:00 a.m. leta, brothers, Boyet, Benjie, Andy, Ernie 
Haring, Canaman, Cam. Sur and FM, nephews and nieces, in-laws, other relatives 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish . 6:00 a.m. and friends request the pious readers to pray for the 
Buhi, Cam. Sur eternal repose of her soul. 


Felix Jr. nee: Emma Garchitorena; Dr. Filipinas, Eleanor, Delicia and Arch. Eduardo Tibi, Ex-Mayor tee 
Emmanuel; Ariel nee: Ida Lee; Dr. Rupert nee: Jina-Luz Zamudio and grandchildren: Dr. Tshombee; San Antonio, Mckinley Road, Forbes Park, Makati City. 
Mayor Madel and Bong Gazmen; Atty. Peachy and Mon Moraleda; and all grandchildren and great grand" ON, E 
children request all his loved ones, relatives, friends and pious readers to join us in prayers for his bliss and Interment will be on Friday, March 31, 2006 at Lord » 
eternal rest. The Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, after the i 
We would like to thank everyone, who in one way was touched by the meaningful life of (t) Felix Sr. 9:00 am. = = = cases at Santuario nn Lf 
e San Antonio Parish. $ 


We, Dr. Remedios R. Alfelorand children, Ex-Congressman Ciriaco (f) nee: Alma Yorobe; Congressman Her body lies in state at Capilla Del Senor, Santuario De Witt {hi 
i 


Jo corintians 5:8 


ds Advertising Hot ines 
HEAD OFFICE: 897-8808 loc. 514,516: 899-4425; 897-2535; 897-3425 (Telefax) CUBAO; 912-9008 to T (Aurora) + MAKATI: 892-5578: BTH GO BTIAETD » KALAW: 528-0213;521:3342 + MEGAMALL: 635-0219; 635-0220 
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Me ‘Than 3$ PEN 
curd Tanks | T ESTRELLA MERCADO UON Fo 


of Apalit, Pampanga and La Loma, Quezon City -» present with the Lord," 


Evelyn Ongsansoy-Marcelo has peacefully joined her Creator on March 27, 2006 Hosa 


Her beloved sister Flora; deceased brothers and sisters Fernando, i| 
n Ricardo, Gloria, Virgilio, Arturo, Benjamin and Perl; nieces, eal; Monda AT 

wish to convey our deepest appreciation to all of you, our relatives and nephews and grandchildren; brother and sisters-in-law, other relatives UK A 
friends, who spent precious time with us, sent flowers, mass cards, gave and friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of 
donations, or in some other way expressed your love, concern and support her soul. (Tita Betty) 
in celebrating Evelyn's coming home to her Creator. | Her remains lie in state at Chapel K, Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, } 4 

Quezon City. Interment will be on Thursday morning, March 30 at went home to be with her Saviour, 

the La Loma Conley. on the 27th of March 2006 at the age of 75. 


I bave fought the good fight, 
Thave finished the race, I have kept the faith Some —] She will be missed by her husband Atty. Enrique; 
(2 Timothy 4) children: Butch-Nestor, Elizabeth, Maria Jovita, 
Rev. Dr. Roberto Jose and Mario Adriano; in-laws: 
Renee, Estee, Frank, Imelda and Fatima; grandchildren; 
Ty idchildren and other relatives and friends. 
iC great gran 
acu 7738 | LLLA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. deve pn EE EY 
"The family of the late. Tel. Nos. ME 743-6502 Memorial Park, Marikina City. 
IRA . MA) = Tanasi arenon CRDMATON Necrological services shall be on Thursday, 
FLORANTE B. YOR — ad RET La March 30, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. Interment shall be on 
who passed away in the Grace of our EJ 


if ‘Lord on March 22, 2006 F. baang Owae ac | Friday, March 31, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. at Loyola 
An obituary Memorial Park, Marikina City. 


à wish wexpemcurbenticx guia | metn | amscaar 
sinceres appreciation fall hose who offered 

with 4a their masses and prayers, sent flowers and | Romulo Saradolla 

p messages of sympa and who in countless 

picture ways, Condoled with and comforted us in oor 


pim ope ac. TETA. 


hour of bereavement. 


can bea 
fitting m 
trim ©! Ernesto L. Garcia ——— E 


your ee e ris E- EDR 326 
departed Ernie’ 
loved one. Peacefully joined our Lord 


on March 26, 2006 at the age of 63. ; ANTONIO C. DAYRIT, JR. 


His wife Nellie Soller; his children and spouses Don 
INQUIRER & Milette Poe, Erdie & Gina Tanfansen, Jewel & December 15, 1962 - March 26, 2006 
Kevin Nguyen, Jarie & Mary Faye Rodriguez and 
OBITUARIES Carmela; grandchildren EJ, Mandi, Trixi, Lizzi, Fern, 
Chino, Miggy, Txabi, Montse, Sofie, Bernice, 
OBITUARY Garbrielle, Sasha & Yana; brothers & sisters Rody & 
brise Nancy, Baby & Sonny (f) & Jojo; mother-in-law Fely 
Ponore Soller; relatives & friends join in prayer for his eternal 
en repose in heaven. 


Any identification. : = P His remains lie in state at the Mortuary of Sacred Heart 
document (LD.) His body lies at Mount Carmel Church, New Manila, Parish Church, Sct. Ybardolaza St., Kamuning, Quezon «^ 


Quezon City. City. 


AC Interment will be on Sunday, April 2, 2006 after the Interment will be on Friday, March 31, 2006 at La Loma 
CREDIT CARDS | ||| 1:00 p.m. Mass at The Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio. EY after the 8:00 CAM i 


Always caring... 


His wife Mabel Dionisia Comia; children Simon 
Gabriel and Juno Abel; parents Antonio (1) and Lily; 
brothers and sisters Bart, Cristina, Fran and Baby; in- 
laws; nieces and nephews; relatives and friends request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


and bank-to-bank 
payments 


“CLASSIFI 


DER Ad 


NOTICE 


Notice to the public of the expiration on * Female, single not over 30 years old 
December 31, 2005 of the marketing * With a good command of conversational A Tuna Loining and Canning Company in Zamboanga City needs a proactive professional with the 
agency agreement with respect to the English & Tagalog folowing qualíicatons: 

real property located at 74 EDSA, © Pleasing voice and personality 
Mandaluyong City ("Property") between QUALITY CONTROL MANAGER 


Meet or Gorensza ins ana | | ADMINISTRATIVE CLERK & OR SECRETARY E s ipsins 9 ? 


Essere las + Female, single not over 30 years old eee e a e ie! 
mde Bren We tad cie, Ponens Tal Experience in Attendance, SSS, Pag-ibig & 3. Attended trainings on: 


i Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point 
& Associates has ceased to be Philhealth recording will be preferred but not * Pest Control and Sanitation. 


required Geos Mandociumng Practice 
authorized to offer the Property for sale. q ? ‘ ood Mantacaning 
kr 1,208 Interested candidates may send resumé with letter Ber Progress Cota 
of application to: ama Process 
Double Seam 
February 14, 2006 NFA continues ADMIN. DEPT. Sese dead Power Point. 
to stabilize rice supply and prices 79 Xavierville Avenue, Loyola Heights, . Gan ao wel win poopie at al levels 
i i uezon City, 1008 ling to work long hours 
thru rice outlets nation e Q ty, Qualified candidates are invited to send their resumé with recent photo, transcript of records, contact 
THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY HAS Hense give 3 telephone contact Mumba ocal adds V 
THE ed atleast 26,112 individual rice resailers where we can reach you for interview. Human Resource Management 
nationwide as of December last year, indicating P.O. Box 308, Zamboanga City, |. 
another stable year for rice at the barangay level 7 Or e-mail at tabiguets @ mícizam.com p! 
in 2006. 2 "Only quad applicants shal be called for interview” 
Of the total number of rice retailers, 11,379 4 
[one retailers are located inside markets 
while the remaining 14,733 are outside markets. Walch nlewen! Tosch 
‘The food agency, meanwhile, has deployed infi Early Chid. 
236 units of NFA rolling stores to sell NFA rice, 2 f ] WAREHOUSE TO RENT [obe ern 
Sugar and other grocery items at subsidized price Warehouse at /near Mariveles, Bataan || | win 2yoars experience 
Tn 2005 alone, the NFA has sold a total of Montessori certed pre- ENTUM 
747,758 bags of rice through these rolling stores. 5,000 sqm - 10,000 sq/m eed Please bring your Secu sro eres 
NGC rolling stores are being deployed in a Along Highway CY d orina E meot 
lepressed communities nationwide to sell Js. Reshma Bhowariat 
Ese a a k Fax details / proposal to (02) 892-2328 [Sra chon (aa a beedses D 
The NFA was also able to put up 76 stationary attention to Rizz Garing Peis 2008 at] [arencs Re-CURRENT 
outlets in so-called 15 hotspot areas in Metro La Ur 
Manila as insere by President Gloria eeToNenOns, 
facapagal-Arroyo in 2005. à —71 IuOLECTSTSOAR REMOVAL 
In addition bes outlets, the NFA bas aiso TovennauunG | [BUVSELLPAWN] | JACRUPINAS green 
established a total of 2,601 Bigasan ni Gloria sa Ee commen ums 
Palengke outlets nationwide which exclusively PGMA AWARDS CERTIFICATE TO OPERATE — ENGINE POWER WATCHES | | Sessor | | camaman. no srias, 
Ss NA ree. oa of 7282591 bogs of ie TINDAHAN NATIN mm Gres Gio Cy CC 
were sold throught these BGP outlets. S Er OUT 
voli tought these BOP outlets President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo hands to Maria hot» president ofthe — |" TRANSHISSOI JEWELRY | | 5555er nomon ot 
i E Kris Sitio Pu: In Ne Boul in SSL eT | TEL, NOS. 4392706 
in povertysticken areas in Metro Manila which sell Sambayanang Kristiano at Sitio Puting Bato in North Bay Boulevard Sept soet ao | ERN 
‘rice at P18 per kilogram and fortified noodles at P4.25 ‘South, Navotas the Certificate to Operate a Tindahan Natin outlet. One of RUBBERVOLT HIGHEST APPRAISAL in deles ` P. 4373898/9139474 
aera is i taing oily implemented wiih ihe the components of the "Serbisyo Muna’ the Tindahan Natin wil be QVIS ave, ac. | | soaoesaresazese | |p nam 
Department of Social Welfare and Development established in depressed barangays nationwide to provide low-income ee 
(DSWD) and the local government units. families a permanent and reliable access to essential goods at discounted 
"The NFA will soon establish Tindahan Natin prices. The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) 
outlets nationwide. determines the areas and operators of the Tindahan Natin which the NFA = > : i 
For more information on NFA programs, the will accredit and supply with affordable rice to be soldat P18 per kg. With | (C7 pues EI S More Classified Ads on 
public may send their concerns via the Text NFA the President in photo are Congressman Ricky Sandoval of Navotas (left) LASSIFIED: pages A19, A30 & B10 | 
Program through mobile number 0917-6210927. ^ and NFA Administrator Gregorio Y. Tan, Jr. (extreme right). eee atm 


REVISED IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS OF R.A. NO. 6957, 
PAN ACT AUTHORIZING THE FINANCING, CONSTRUCTION, OPERATION 
AND MAINTENANCE OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS BY THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES", 

AS AMENDED BY A.A. NO. 7718 


rmopucrioN 


Porson to Sorton 1 of RA. o. 605, as amend by A. No. 7, tne flonig Red impie: 
Peur ta gulnora ao boray poss o amy out n privslons e nd AC 


nutes - PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS 
int = Paver 


wish declares pote lh Sia to recognize th pasate ron of tho pat eta ashe main 
"ge lor natora rows nd dvsopment and grvida te not ppp nceves o maze 
cra it tent euros lang be Construction, peranan and maintenance on 
a ed ánh projets normaly raneed an undo by te Government 


tnt white rego ee Revised I seh to Montty specimens, suppor ond undeistngs 
te eerte. iat may be gente to Project Propane, provide chmate of minimam 
ear oes naow asnaue renum on ener mule iy Projet Proponents, rovs 
Garaan mam annie vaspaoncy and competens rie Bidding and award of roe, equ 
Vetus tqomrdied elg hamis between ie Government and ho Pro 
Cotta Ane deron ton ten ow german ad Local Governor Us OUS 
Pte tae perener) e Gaver and o rj Proponent of thei espelle ons 
Mens the ae seno er m conectan wi fea 1o Pre eco irsiuct 
lemper Prec o b undertaken under is Ac und Dese Revised IR. 


d 


‘Tusa implementing Res ond Regalos (RR) shal cover ol Private Sat rescue or Dovel- 
These rte ef ende ene, underton by Aenchsi GUsnaccarancewih such cana 
et Dre scheme ated uer sd pasto 1 t, o 0057, s amended by RA. Re 


Kor LGU profes, concerned LGUs may cmt eons udenesprocodes nat conii wh 

TEL AGU la toner Res td Regum aa ponen provers a RA. No, 7160 (ol 

Ganon Coe d TI ndi epit ile and regulations, 

— 

For purposes i hse Implemertig Rules nd Regains, tho terms and pases hereunder shali be 

estos as flows 

Ast sha mean Republ At No. 6957, ns amended by Regel Ac to 718 

Agency: Rulers to ny depre, bres, oe, commision, authority or agency o he nal 
AERE. acu Government Oweed or Conrad Cuporelons(GOCCH Government 
Poem usen: (Ori an Suie Unvereis und Cotges (SUCS) eur by law or tok 
Fatoni hats o cenoc foro undertake neste e Dmvelepsen Props 


Arentiaton - To eg, 


pede repayment ol principat and payment of eso a det or 
acia perat of una, t 


tsa ch ee iéetednss i paia n AIL 


ng Body - The only authorized to approve procs proposed under tis Act and in. 
‘econ vi Sachs 2.7 ond 28 o tese Revised Wit 


BOT Conter - Tho successor at Te Coordinating Court ho Pippie Assistance Program 
Reese agency mandated under Soston Va ha Aci. o coordinato end monlor ORES 
CEP ar Ihe ot pursn! to Nimiliv Order No. G7 (3: 1900), a3 amende By 
irt rtr No. 0 2000 and Executiva Orr No. 144 b» 2002 


Contrctu Arrangements - Refers 1o any ot ine foto consc rangement or schemes, 
Seiten an ainet vato threo vs may Ue approved by te Present by wich Wasa 
B.Ed propc moy be underton past o te provisions: e ese vid IRR 


1. Buléandireslr (81) - Acosta arangenen whereby Va Project Propecan undas. 
satiny ed Concio o a gen roses of developmen acy ard aer H3 
"item tune eror to he Agency er LOU concorod. which shal py e Project Proponent 
Sareen Sense i lol vesener expended e e pet phus a Reason Rate ot 
SUD Sarean. Tis orangenen: may o employed in o Consion ol any hrstuci or 
Pee ee: eje. mesing cma fcis wih e sacr or sue reasons, must 
Mropeted erty by he Government 


(BUT) A concn srangamont whereby a Project Proponen t 
aldofeer ta naneo an conve am itreucure o doelopmest ai and upon V 
Bamna aer one ta e Agenci. GU concerns on a eae aang ar a Rr prd 
Sree neri ele laci te emote Wanted io e Ages conces. 


1 tuloperateand-rnsier (BOT) A contact arrangeren whereby the Project Proponent 
annans tne Conocin jc once, ata goren asc ac ande Operon 
anonanse ses Ta Project opor sports he aci over a Rud erm dr 
ESI LE E ufo dee tara 1e 
Mag te porosed io d o ss meget ond icargerata i e cona o enable 
Soci Proponen recae s iere and operating sd asrionance expenses ihe 
PUR Te Pec Proponen valer tne ny 19 e Agency conces i he od 
easet at sal ror eneve iy l0) years hs bu aerae and-rarlercontac 
teen hal nci a supere apemie sve wh s» contactal arangement 
Seeger pa’ eque ind nacer er ge esc. he wrest 
StS ront se requ aparatas b oy poveng n proces technology Ware 
M aig Fp etn 


pilá-omn-and-operate (BOO) - A contractual arangement whereby a Project Propone i 
Videte a nance on, Dm operate and mainan an acre e devapment 
Reis acn Peg Propenen e lawedts recover i toestmen perat and 
Wear cos pus a resorll rum Deren by casting fl, fees eas ree 
irger hon fly aer proved. Tha al? such projecs upon recommendation of the 
Sdn Cosdnsion Conran CC) lh Maton! Ecos and Development Rthory 
‘Casha approved y a Preston of e Pipes Under e prec proponent 
inst stet o Uy may aan sopra and maracanc o faci oper 


uté-vanslerand-operte (BTO) - A conrocuat rangement whereby Ibo Agency GU 
Bele oa e Cathtuclon am BIOSi lacmy la a pivte ey so tthe 
tac tuis be faci on rey bas, asume cot vans days, ond spced 
corer tak, "One e laci s conmibond zai. Ve s vans o e 
Tener, Agency, "The premo ety howovr operates te lay on beh lo 
‘pening AgencyLGU unr on aptamer 


‘Gontrctadd-and-perate (CAO) - A contact arrangert whereby he Project Proponent 
ato ens teste cy wich stenting rom he Government ed operates ha 
Mitis projec, over on agreed Franche ponad, nore may or may not bu analt 
Singer th regno ao tc prod by Ie Poe Proponent 


i Develop operate andnente (007) -A contracto arangonent what ovrt conditons 
Bünde new neam pect tics obe bo by a Projet Proponent ate ered 
iue onampement y gig et ortay ha ng o develop asong reper and Us, ny 
S etate the ivasama ctos rcm es yr poer oe wal 


‘A Repabtale-opeae-and-ranatr (ROT -Aconeacialrangamet whereby neti icy 
Ree ets lacny sane oro Ra Covermon. Wa tum S 
Sin usag doloe a pnta san eus ac rom abroad, Ip ruta 
eng and consuming t th eit coy 


i Rehabftat-ownvand-operle(NOO)-Asanacu! anangumont wry an xig cli i 
Video Peet Prpanen stash a opera win ro Ung lato rose e 
"ines As ing othe oper sot nan te Francine. cao canine 19 operate 
M lacay n pepe. 


i Constion - Raters to new conscio, rohat 
pop puppim 
emsdcning d equomen sym, pans, ru 
ador rtt an ductu: o evnopmea 


enis sup. nstaiaon esting and 
ae ona semet: amd rested ums peated 


y 


Contact  Relers v any ent acredied ndr Pipino bw, or ht shouid te acerdand 
hon Piu fw aearanca wi Secion $4 (a. hereol whch may or may Vo Do he 
je posent od wich tl ungere te ach Cans vun adir supp ol eqn Tr 
epus 


Develpmant Program - Rators to neon roglana! or local governmon pon or programs included 
a ta aet tes 1o io Modum- Torm Phüppine Developmen Pan (TPOP), the Regional 
Development Pians nd Locat Orslopmen Phi. 


iiec Government Quante - Raters to an agement whey the Gavornmen ot ony c ts 

Pee Saa EU punane to esune responna fate ropaynent adeb ety cured y 
Pae Proponent implementa e project m css f a om aut. 

Feciy Operator -Relrs toa company registered wh to Suus and Exchange Commission 

REIN moy a may ol b te Pret Proponi nd whch s ropa ora aspe of 

icone ha mies curo evelep laci wean b ating oe 

aes. rentats or charges m hy wer proved atn cone ac eqs 
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SINGAPORÉ—SINGAPORES TEMASEK 
Holdings purchased a minority stake worth 
$4 billion in Standard Chartered—proba- 
bly paying top dollar for the most expen- 
sive bank listed on the London stock ex- 
change—as the state investor increased its 
beton Asia's strong economic growth. 

The secretive investment firm, which is 
headed by Ho Ching, the wife of Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong, has bought 
stakes in several Asian banks, committing 
some $4.5 billion to buy shares in state- 
owned Bank of China and Construction 
Bank of China in the second half of 2005. 

The deal for Asia-focused StanChart 
brings Temasek’s total investments in the 
banking sector to around $22 billion. 
Temaseles total portfolio was valued at $64 
billion at the end of its last financial year in 
March 2005. 

StanCharts shares in Hong Kong fell 
nearly 3 percent to HK$203 by midafter- 
noon on Tuesday, and tumbled more than 2 
percent in early trade in London. 

‘Temasek announced late on Monday 
that it had agreed to buy an 11.55 percent 


Temasek buys into StanChart 


stake in StanChart from the estate of late 
banking tycoon Khoo Teck Puat at an 
undisclosed price. 

‘Simon Israel, an executive director at 
‘Temasek, told the daily Business Times that 
the deal, which is subject to regulatory ap- 
provals, was a private transaction and nei- 
ther party was under any obligation to dis- 
close the price. 

Temaseles stake in StanChart was worth 
2.3 billion pounds ($4 billion), based on 
Mondays closing share price of 15.24 
pounds. 

‘Analysts said they expect Temasek to 
continue targeting the financial sector, a 
good proxy for booming economies, and 
added it could be interested in LG Card, 
South Korea's number two credit card is- 
suer, which is up for sale. 

‘StanChart shares have soared 62 percent 
in the last 12 months, benefiting from its 
exposure to high-growth economies and 
takeover speculation, and trade at 3.69 
times their historical book value, according 
to Reuters data, making it the most expen- 
sive London-listed bank. Reuters 


TOKYO—ASIAN COUNTRIES NEED 
to prepare for a possible sharp fal 

the dollar and should allow their cur- 
rencies to appreciate collectively in 
the event of such a decline, a senior 
official of the Asian Development 
Bank said on Tuesday. 

‘Masahiro Kawai, head of the ADB's 
office of regional economic integra- 
tion, said the chances of a rapid fall in 
the dollar were still small, but it could 
cause a significant turmoil in Asia if it 
takes place. 

“ifthe US dollar goes down in the fu- 
ture, it would be best for East Asian 
countries to allow appreciation collec- 
tively” Kawai told a group of journal- 
ists in Tokyo. That way, the cost of let- 
ting their currencies appreciate could 
be divided among them, he said. 

Kawai later said that by East Asia, 
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he meant emerging East Asian coun- 


am ame 


tries, excluding Japan. He did not 
name specific countries. 

Asked about the level of the ADB's 
concerns about a sharp fall in the dol- 
Jar, Kawai said: “I don't think the pos- 
sibility is high. 

“But it is like avian flu. The possi- 
bility of avian fin spreading all over 
Asia or the world is limited, but once 
it spreads, it would have tremendous 
impact.” 

Kawai said the ADB's planned es- 
tablishment of a theoretical Asian 
currency unit (Acu), comprising a 
basket of Asian currencies, will help 
monitor collective movements of re- 
gional currencies against the dollar. 

He added that a sharp decline in 
the dollar, which could result from 
any shock to the US economy and dis- 
orderly adjustments of global imbal- 
ances, would harm trade in Asia and 
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ADB urges emerging Asia 
to prepare for dollar fall 


reduce the value of dollar-denomi- 
nated assets in the foreign reserves of 
Asian countries. Kawai called for 
more flexibility in the currencies of 
Asian economies, though he did not 
point to any particular country. 

"One issue is whether continuing 
to accumulate foreign reserves would 
bea good strategy or not... Ifa partic: 
ular country tries to avoid apprecia- 
tion (of its currency), it would be bet: 
ter for the country to let the currency 
be more flexible from now, rather 
than accumulating foreign reserves.” 
‘The ADB has said allowing greater ex: 
change flexibility in emerging East 
Asia would lesson the need for for- 
eign exchange reserve accumulation 
by central banks and thus help con- 
tribute to an orderly resolution of 
global balance of payments imbal- 
ance. Reuters 


Closing date: 17 April 2006 
Interviews : 4 May 2006 


Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) is an international development 
organisation that works through volunteers to fight poverty and 
injustice. As Country Director, you will be responsible for leading VSO's 
country programme. 


You will be a committed development professional with substantial 
experience of working in development in The Philippines, an 
understanding of VSO's unique contribution to development and the 
energy and creativity to maximise this contribution. You will be an 
empowering manager with a broad skill set, including proven ability in 
participatory planning, a commitment to gender equity and enthusiasm 
for working in a diverse, complex environment. 


Flight and airport operations began recently at Singapore's new airport terminal designed to serve no-frills airlines, just 
three days after neighboring Malaysia unveiled Asia's first budget terminal, home to Asia's largest no-frills carrier, AirAsia. at 


Asia stocks up; US dollar steadies 


Ifyou are interested in applying for this post, please access a job 


pack from the 


VSO 
http:llwww.geocities.comivsophilippines. The 


Philippines website- 


website includes 


the VSO standard application form, person specification and the 


SINGAPORE—ASIAN STOCK MAR- 
kets made modest gains on Tuesday 
as investors waited for the first policy 
decision of the Federal Reserve under 
chairman Ben Bernanke and, more 


US interest rates. 

Gold held above $566 an ounce, 
even as the dollar recouped some early 
losses, while oil stayed just above $64.a 
barrel as threats of attacks on oil facili 


‘The Fed is expected to lift US inter- 
est rates to 4.75 percent from 4.5 pet» 
cent later on Tuesday, in what would 
be the 15th increase in as many meet- 
ings dating back to June 2004. 


job description. Please download the application form. WE WILL 
ONLY CONSIDER APPLICATIONS IN ELECTRONIC FORM. 
Forms must be submitted no later than 12:30 hrs. 17 April 2006. 


importantly, clues on the outlook for ties in Nigeria puta floor under prices. More important for markets are 

what signals the cen- 
tral bank might send 
on future rate moves, 
amid speculation 
that US interest rates 
may be nearing 4 
peak. 

"The market could 
react if the statement 
indicates in any way 
that the tightening 
cycle is winding 
down,” said Shigeru 
Komatsu, forex deal- 
er at Sumitomo Trust 
and Banking. “But 
the possibility that 
the Fed will say any: 
thing that will shake. 
up the market is very 
low" Tokyo's bench- 
mark Nikkei average 
ended up 0.24 per- 
cent at 16,690.24, its 
highest close since 
Feb. 7, and MSCI's in- 
dex of nonJapan 
Asian shares was up 
0.4 percent yesterday 
afternoon. 

Traders — buying 
most Nikkei compo- 
ment stocks on Tues- 
day can not claim 
dividend rights for 
this fiscal year, which 
ends on Friday. With- 
out that incentive, 
some traders moved 
tolock in profits. 

South Koreari 
shares reversed mom- 
ing falls toend 0.1 per- 
cent stronger, while 
‘Taiwan shares ended 
up 0.5 percent, with 
technology shares in 
both markets among 
the gainers. 

Hong Kong's Hang 
Seng Index gained 
0.4 percent in its 
morning session. 

Australian shares 
hit a new intraday 
peak before ending 
down 0.05 per 
cent—snapping a run 
that had seen them 
set record closing 
highs in each of the 
previfour session, 

The index has 
risen 6.8 percent this 
year, with a third of 
that increase coming 
in the six trading 
days to Monday's 
close. Reuters 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Mert Rost For Stace, 20 Taps Cy Pues 
Po bor Pu WCPO f Me EDAD DED - Fa MASS 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporaton (PNOC-EDC) invites mierested contaciore 
{2 apply for elg and to bi forthe project 
"TWO (2) YEAR RENTAL OF 3 UNITS PASSENGER VAN FOR BACMAN 
‘GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD (BGPF) 
EDC 05.011 
The Approved Budget is PHP &.940,000.00 to be charged agains! PNOC-EDC fund 
Tre correct duravon is Two (2) years. 
Ancicanon loms for egit and the bidding documents may be secured from the 
PROCEDE Conracte Admnsirauon Group. For Bonfacio (eo N P Caling) and 
PNOC-EDCIOGEF, Bonga Sorsogon (slo MG R Yrureta) staring March 22, 2008 
Qoam payment of a nomrelundabie fee of Pasos: Five Hundred (PhP 500.00] 
For he purpose of coróyng conan issues, 9 pre-id conference wil be held on April 
E2008. 2:30 pm. at PNOC-EDC BGPF, Bonga, Sorsogon. Ste inspection wil flow 
thereatier 
"Appicatons for Ehgibity and sealed bids shall be received by the PNOC-EDC 
iras Aamnsiason Group si PNOC-EDG, 1st Floor Balding S, Fort Bonidacio. 
SSeS Cy Mee Maria. not iator than 2:00 pm. on April 18, 2006 (Contracts 
Adstuistiation Group Office Wall Clock Time) and shall be publicly opened 
tmemesately thereatier 
PNOC-EDC reserves the sight i relec any or al bide or parts thereof, to waive any 
PROSE trem. to accept such Dis or lo award any par ofthe work o any bedder 
‘those Bia is considered most advantageous to PNOC-EDG 


(Sod) FRANCIS M. DOLOR 
BAC Charman 


BEFORE YOU TAKE THAT HOLY WEEK DRIVE... 


Noh 282306) 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
SECURITIES & EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
SEC Buidng, EDSA, Greenhits 
Cay of Mandaluyong, Metro Manda 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Secures and Exchange Commission, through its Bids and Awards 
‘Commie (BAC), invites quaifed focal bidders to apply for elgibity and to 
‘bd for the SECURITY SERVICES Contract for 2006 for the SEC Main Office, 
SEC Buding. EDSA Greanhils, Mandaluyong Cily. The Approved Budget 
for the Contract (ABC) for ten (10) guards per shif. in three (3) shits, is FIVE 
MILLION NINE HUNDRED FOUR THOUSAND PESOS (6,904,000.00). The 
contract duravon shall be for the period of one (1) year. 

a. Corporation duly organized under the laws of the Philippines, and of 

"ich at least seventy five percent (75%) of the outstanding captal 
Sock belongs 1o atzen of the Phiippines: or 

b. Bader should have a veli and current icense issued by PNP: and 

2 Must have at least ten (10) years continuous operation 

‘A complete set of bidding documents may be obtained by the eligible 
bidder staring March 29 to April 10, 2006 at the General Services Dision, 
4th floor, SEC Building, EDSA, Greenhills, Mandaluyong City. upon 
presentation of orginal PNP License to Operate and a payment of a Ron 
felundable fee of Two Thousand Pesos (P2.000 00). For further details, please 
Contact Asst Director Romeo O. Dauag al Tel. No. 727-3320, Only those 
icders who purchased the Bid Documents are allowed lo attond the Pre-Bd 
Conference. 

Pre-Bid conference wil be on Apri 10, 2006, 10:00 A.M. at the Hearing 
Room No. 2, Compliance and Enforcement Department (CED), Sth Floor 
SEC Bulking. 

Deadine for submission of bids wil be on April 28, 2006, 2:00 P.M. at 
the General Services Division, áth floor, SEC Building and immediately 
therealer, he opening of bids will be held at the Hearing Room No. 2 
Compliance and Enforcement Department (CEO), Sth Floor, SEC Building 
Bids submited alter 2:00 P.M. wil no longer be accepted. 

Republic Act 9184, and is Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) 
shal govern ali parücutas relate 10 Eigibity. Bid Bond, Pre-Bid Conference 
Bid Evaluation, Post Qualification and Awards of Contracts 

“The SEC reserves the right to reject any or al bids. to waive any required 
formats therein ond to award the contracto the bidder whose proposal as. 
evaluated is most advantageous to the Commission. 

SEC also assumes no obligation whatsoever lo compensalo or ndemnify 
he bródar lor any exponso or oss that may be incurred m the preparetion of 
the bs, nor does & guarantee that any award wil be mage 

(S94. JOSE AQUINO 
Chanan 
Bs and Awards Committee 


KEEP YOUR CAR IN ITS 
BEST RUNNING CONDITION 
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Rapidé 


AUTO SERVICE EXPERTS 


SOON-TO-OPEN. - 


Hotline: 895-9486 «890.2913. C. 

10% Off ' 

on Aircon Cleaning 1 e 
Rapidé | 22: 


sorceetwcrenrenre | offe entre bro ipsum. 


0917.0589522 Email: contactus@rapide.com ph 
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LIMITED LIFETIME | P300 Off | 
BRAKE WARRANTY | on replacement of ALL drive belts | 


| faternator, powersteoring and aircon) | 
Prenant nis coupon wars ot 


Rapidé | massens, Rapidé i 
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[RULE 12- CONTRACT APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION 
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[RULE 19- INVESTMENT INCENTIVES AND GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKINGS 
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'05 growth seen 
to be highest 
since Asia crisis 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


PHILIPPINE BANKS' FOREIGN CURRENCY 
deposit units posted a 9.4-percent increase in 
assets last year to $20.7 billion over a year 
ago. 

It was the highest FCDU figure yet since. 
the Asian currency turmoil erupted in 
1997, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas re- 
ported. 

Deposit liabilities continued ro be the main 
source of funding, accounting for a hefty 79.4 
percent of the total FCDU resources. 

These were valued at $16.46 billion, or 5.9 
percent higher than the $15.54 billion posted 
the previous year. 

The FCDU system's asset preference shifted 
in favor of marketable securities, with the net 
proportion held in this type of instrument al- 
most doubling to 32.9 percent from 18 per- 
centthe year before. 


Investments over loans 

In contrast, the net share of investments 
held to maturity declined to 14.6 percent 
from 34.3 percent last year, partly due to 
tighter accounting guidelines issued by the 
BSP for investments in debt and equity securi- 
ties. 

Still wary of the impact of the 1997 Asian 
currency turmoil, the banks FCDU system 
preferred investments over loans, as indicat- 
ed by the decline in the share of net loan port- 
folio to total assets to 12.7 percent from 16.9 
percent the year before. 

Prior to the 1997 crisis, a lot of banks ag- 
gressively lent in foreign currencies, par- 
ticularly to real estate companies, encour- 
aged by the stable exchange rate and the 
lack of reserve requirement on FCDU de- 
posits. 


Ws 


Cautious 
When the currency turmoil erupted, many 
companies that were saddled with heavy dol- 
lar debts had to seek restructuring or even 
court-assisted rehabilitation. 
The banks’ FCD units have since grown 
cautious over lending. 
Major beneficiary industries of the sys- 
tem's lending activity were: the manufacti 
ing sector, with a 37.8-percent (or $1.08 
lion) share of the system's total loans; the 
electricity, gas and water sector, with a 21.4- 
percent (or $613.5 million) share; and the 
transportation, storage and communication 
sector, with a 12.4-percent (or $ 356.7 mil- 
i i lion) share. 
Feel the lofty experience at The Metropolitan Sky Lofts. PEU Fla feos to qae da 
industries made up 71.6 percent of the total 
FCDU loans as of end-December 2005. 


These posh residences offer the ideal urban life both for families and professionals being proximate to the Makati Ratio drop 


and Ortigas business districts, schools and shopping centers. What's more, you even get playing rights at the exclusive Meanwhile, the BSP reported that FCDUs 
posted enhanced loan and asset quality for 
Metropolitan Athletic Club when you avail of a Sky Loft unit. Call us at 830-0455 to 57, 890-5711 to 14, 0917- The period. 
-mai w w The Metropolit. of Both non-performing loans (NPLs) and 
8536539 or e-mail us at sales@philtown.net if you wish to view opolitan Sky Lofts model unit. EI a E 
to 1.8 percent (from 6.3 percent last year) 
and to 0.7 percent (from 2.4 percent), respec- 
RR tively. 

[d PHILTO WN The FCDU system reported $734 million in 
consolidated net income after tax at end- 
Pion 2005, 25 percent higher than the $587.4 mil- 

lion net earnings in 2004. 

“The improvement was attributed to the 
simultaneous increase in net interest in- 
come and non-interest income,” the BSP 
said. "This dampened the effect of the 2.4 
percent hike in operating expenses to 
$148.3 million.” 
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J p å EDES-BENZ taxi of Grigorios Sachinidis 
Mileage Millionaire Program. We in Germany as a European deliv: 
look for cars with more than | ery vehicle. In exchange for the 


million miles (1.6 million km). “million miles of memories," 
Š 3 We ask them to turn over the car Rochrig has offered the 2005 CLR 
Not once, not twice, not even three times š io us, while we get them anew 320 Cabriolet to the couple: 
Mercedes,” Roehrig says. ‘When the Koschels eventually get 
By Tessa R. Salazar Stuttgart, Germany. Now, lovers Gregorio's long-lasting Benz is their CLK Cabriolet, you can bet 
of automobiles can marvel at this E not the only one of its kind, but they'll want to log in another sev- 
ALK ABOUT A 1976 model, which has outlasted one of smal as i de Mer- en-digit number in the odometer: 
even its lunar rocket counter- = cedes-Benz Mileage Millionaire E 
| cash cow that has parts. Stillin perfect running con- ‘dub that have gone the dis- Romantic backdrop 
jumped” over the dition but now held in perpetual b tance and beyond under Here in the Philippines, the 
moon four times. A Greek proud pose, this car that never v their fan belts. moon may not be the figurative 
taxi drivers beloved and gave up has been honored by Another lenpíis destination, but a part of a ro 
e fis own German creators. nUD NES a tance runner ac- mantic backdrop that includes an 
durable Mercedes-Benz d - d zs quired by the Mer- elegant Mercedes-Benz. 
240D has followed its Likeaman - & cedeeBenz Muse- Greg Ching arranges wedding 
master every step of the onthe moon um Collection in limousine services for couples—a 
way for over 2.85 million in an interview Stuttgart isa 1970 package that includes a chauf; 
miles (over 4.5 million with this writer in 27 E 280SE Sedan. The feured ride in a Mercedes-Benz 
km). Chiang Mai l Carsoriginalown- Adenauer The Adenauer is a pop- 
greek Drachma taxi fare, Thailand, Stefan em, George and ular choice as a bridal car—for 
that would be incalculable, the Roehrig—head Vi eis pues Wc 
number of stories exchanged be- ofthe Mercedes- BE Op Dee ee emit o Vy 
tween driver and passengers un- Benz Classic Car eda c derer ide xu 
told Club Internation: inqua a ee chis aa 
The achievement of Gregorio al—feels likea man [SN E S a r4 
Sachinidis’ Benz issuch that ithas on the moon with (2,630,400 km). Bionina 
been given its own place at the this acquisition. ‘THE DIESEL taxi of José da Mota Pereira The Koschels got their 280SE E 
Mercedes-Benz museum in “We cal it the vc Koschels got their swase3 
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BECAUSE YOU EARNED IT. 


You deserve nothing but the best... ia life and in the car you drive. 


Get the new Toyota Vios. Proud of a new style that's truly head-turning, the Vios also 
has cutting-edge features that make every ride mare exciting than ever. 


But it's not just design that earned this car respect. its powerful yet fuel-efficient VVT-i engine 
gives you better command of the road. So drive the new Vios. You eared this pleasure. 


L-DMLCD/IUNLR — CONSULEBOX REAR CUP HOLDERS SEAT UNDERTRAY 
WITI MPS [T 


TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES V 


& LI) 483.8778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, INC- 368-3901 18 y 34:1847 Vo $9 / 3644071 10 75. 

roan CIT, NC. os) 6: 10 7 TOYOTA CAUAYAN DE ORD INC. 100022) 735770 /791 + 
EXIT 1 (08A) 88 : rf, ING.. (75) 5172026 t 28 (07) 322-0771 6734 73 
TOYOTA OASMARIAAS CAVITE, 040) BS 206 (046) 860-202 bo 1192-30320 241 12-04 32-37 TOYOTA MARIKINA 
SERVE STATION, 6824701 to 03 TOYOTA OTIS, ING.. 64-1811 t. iet» 67-280 
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Hyundai E. Rodriguez 


named dealer of the year 


By Charles E. Buban Sales and 2005 Bestin After Sales 
trophies. 
YUNDAIE. RODRI- 
guez (Wheels Inc, 
added the presi 
gious Hyundai Asia Re- 
sources Inc. (Hari) 2005 
DealeroftheYeartrophyto fo achievement for all parties 
its growing list of achieve- involved. Having worked hard in 
ments. maintaining our leadership in 
‘The latest award capped the unit sales for the past four years 
two earlier recognition it also re- ag well as ensuring a consistent 
ceived from the exclusive distrib- customer satisfaction ratings 


utor of Hyundai vehicles in the show an enormous level of com- 
Philippines: the 2005 Best in mitment from the company’s 


Prestigious awards 

In receiving the award, an elat- 
ed Ramon Goh, president of 
Hyundai E. Rodriguez, said: “We 
are delighted to win. It is a presti- 


Republic of the Philippines 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES SYSTEM 
Diliman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO BID 


Sealed proposals will be received by the System Bids and 
‘Awards Committee, University of the Philippines System, Quezon 
Hall, Diliman, Quezon City, not later than 3:00 p.m. on April 11, 
2006 at the System Supply and Property Management Office 
(SPMO-SYS) for the selection of Internet Service Provider. 

Total approved budget ceiling : P4,000,000.00 

The pre-bid conference will be held on March 29, 2006 at 
3:00 p.m., SPMO-SYS, UP Diliman, Quezon City. Bid documents 
‘at P4,500.00 per set are available starting March 24, 2006 at the 
SPMO-SYS. Contact person: Eduardo G. Sabat, Telefax No. 926- 
4919, email address: egsabat@up.edu,ph 

The University of the Philippines System reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids, as well as to waive any defect or 
informality required in such bids, and to accept such bids as may 
be considered most advantageous to the University. 


(Sod.) CYNTHIA GRACE C. GREGORIO 
Chair, System Bids and Awards Committee 


POI March 22 829, 2006) 


IPPINE PORTS 
AUTHORITY 
PORT DISTRICT OFFICE OF VISAYAS 
‘CIP COMPLEX, SERGING OSMENA BLVD. 
NORTH RECLAMATION AREA, CEBU CITY, PHILIPPINES 
TEL. NO. (032) 2323401 to 04, FAX NO. (032) 2321980. 
mali pdovisayas@ppavis.com * Website: www ppavis com. 


PHILIPPINE PORTS AUTHORITY, Port Disiet Orcs Visayas, through ts 
Eus and Awards Commitee - Engineering Project (BAC-EP), inves contractors 
iostered wth and classified bythe Philippine Contractors Accretion Board (PCAB) 
‘ppl or eligi and found eligible, 1o bid for the hereunder contact 
EA Nameof Conrat Proposed Port Development Project 
E Localon Brgy. Tiana, Limasawa Island, Southem Leyte 
E MajorlemsotWok © 1) Constuction of RC Per (80 x 24:0 m) 
d 2) Construction of RoRa Ramp (90 x 90 m) 
3) Reclamation Area (80 x 180 m) 


x 
3 


T 
L^ 


30000 


Approved Budget 

forthe Contract (ABC) 

Soure of Funds 

Contaci Duration 

CAB Registration 

Required Equipments 

Boom Truck (50) 

Bar Cuter 

One Bagger Concreto Mixer 

Concrete Viator 

Bar Bender 

Welding Machine (150 Amp) 

Backhoe (070 oum) 

Rock Grapple (20 cum) 

Truckmounied Crane ($50 T) 

Pao Compacior 

Road RoleiConpaclor 100 T) 

Road Grader (125 hp). 

Crane Barge (DWT 4507) 

M) uni Drop Hammer (2) OunediLeased 

Fes, 15 funt Dieseli Hammer (3307) 7 OwnediLeased 

Etospectve bidders should possess a vali PCAB license ond registraton particulars 

FSsipicabe lo the type and cost of the contact o be bi, have key personnel and 

Fumenl avalabie for ha prosecution ol the contrat, must have completed 60% for 

[£ Jäjor items of Work dicated above) on conractprjecs wih simarin nature and 

complet to the contract to be bó within tho past Five (8) years immediately 
receding he publication ofthis vation; wh a value of at east 50% ofthe ABC, and 

iicethecinerelgbil requremants stated in he Eig Statement. Applications for 

stg, s wl as the preliminary examination of bids, wil be evaluated on a "pass? 

[zar citania. The BAC wil conduct post-quaiicaton of the lowest calculated bid. In 

Fecordance vith the IRR-A of RA 9184, a convact wil be awarded oniy o the lowest 

Eicunted and responsive bidder. 

ip parca lat Egy Salona and Soreening, Bd Securty, Perlormance 

ly, Pre Biddng Conferenc, Evaluation of Bids, Pos Qualification and Award of. 

F Conc sha bo governed bythe porinen provisions cR A. 9184 adits Implementing 

Rules and Regulation (RR) 

[ho schedule of BAC activities is as follows: 

s BAC Aciivilos 

7. Recall fom prospective bidders of Lats al 

[A nent (LO) including Applicaton for Eigbily 

EST. issuance of Eig Forms 


[;3. Receipi of Eligibility Requirements 


P13,384.332 63. 

PPA Corporate Fund 

Two Hundred Twenty (220) Calendar Days 
Medium A “Port, Harbor & Offshore Engineering" 


PIS, 


tuni 
4 units 
4 units 
4 units 
2unis 
2units 
unit 
unit 
‘unit 
‘unit 
unit 
unit 

13) tunt 


Owned. 
Owned 

- Owned 
Owned 
Owned. 

- Owned 
OwnediLeased 

- OvnediLeased 
OunediLeased 

+ OwediLeased 
 OwnediLeased. 

+ OwnediLeased 
OwnadiLeased 


PES 


‘Schedule 
Apr 05-17, 2008 


Api O5-17, 2006 
Apri 24, 2006 


[The BAC wil issue to prospective bidders Eligibility Forms at Philippine Ports Authority, 
Port District Office - Visayas, CIP Complex, Sergng Osmeña Blvd, North Reclamation 
‘Area, Cebu City upon their submission of a LOI photocopy of PCAB License and upon. 
‘hei payment of a non-refundable amount of P1,100.00 (Inclusive of VAT) fo the 
Phiippine Ports Autholy, Port District Office - Visayas Cashier. Prospective bidders 
shall submit the Eligbily Requirements to the BAC at the said address. They may 
‘also obtain the results ofthe Eigibiliy Check by the BAC atthe same address, 

The BAC wil Issue Bidding Documents only to bidders declared by the BAC to be 
ceigble for tho bidding upon payment ot anon-ffundable amount o! P2,500.00 (inclusive 
of VAT) (othe Philppine Ports Authority, Port District Otice - Visayas Cashier, 

The Philippine Poris Authority, Port District Olfico - Visayas reserves the righi to accent 
‘of reject any bid, to annul ho bidding process, and to reject all bids at any time prior 
to the award of contact without theroby Incuring any lebt to tho affected bidder or 
bidders. 


Approved by: 


(89d) JAMES J. GANTALAO 
BAC Chairman 
EISE 


gious award and this is a tremen- + 


sales, service and parts as well as 
therestof our departments." 

Hari said the Quezon City deal- 
ership played a big part in 
Hyundai’s impressive 103 per- 
cent sales growth in 2005 in the 
Philippines, which translated to 
4,924 vehicles sold. 


Key to their success 

Goh cited their multistory 
dealership on E. Rodriquez Sr. Av- 
enue as key to their success con- 
sidering it can service 50 vehicles 
at any given time and its well 
stocked parts and accessories de- 
partment can immediately meet 


any requests from customers. 

He also attributed his compa- 
ny's success to their group's years 
of experience considering that 
their dealership was already dis- 
tributing Hyundai vehicles long 
before Hari was established as 
Hyundaf’s official representative 
here. 

Goh said he is delighted with 
the recognition provided by the 
award but added modestly: “It’s 
all in a days work here at the 
dealership, however I would like 
to congratulate our entire team 
for their sterling efforts in making 
this possible." 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2006 


ON 


HYUNDAI dealership on E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue 


THERES A HIDDEN, HAPPY 
mix of venom inside the Isuzu 
Philippines Corp. nowadays. 
No, a terrific triumvirate, 1 
should rather say. 

‘Or maybe, right chemistry? 

Art Balmadrid, Timmy Naval 
and Ronald "Isuzu Joe" Baladad 
now compose the Isuzu triad 
that, for their first major break- 
through in international media 
relations, scored a motoring 
coup of sorts that should earn 
them purple hearts of valor. A 
badge of courage 

‘And that’s because, for one, 
they hauled off last week a 
group of journalists to Bangkok 
that read like a "Who's Who?" in 
the motoring media segment; it 
was an assembly whose total IQs 
alone would be hard to match in 
the years to come. The majority 
of the top motoring editors of 
the land were there, mind you, 
not to mention topnotch re- 
porters and columnists. 

For another, the trio outdid 
themselves in playing host to a 
pack of media persons with (Isuzu Joe, who else?) could 
unique characters and suasions, not have done it without the 
some bordering on rhe.sordid, ifs. supecb.-backstopping.ob of 
|. not surreal: _ one. “false -Mario Ojales, Ellen Dizon and 


Al Mendoza\\ 


move—even a minor one—and 
things could have blown out in- 
to smithereens. Not one ever 
happened—thank God. 

The trip was for the 27th 
Bangkok International Motor 
Show, Timmy Naval intro- 
duced the journalists to TOT 
(Isuzu Operations of Thai 
land) officials led by IOT top. 
honcho Ryo Sakata and Ms 
Panatda “Brilliant Mind” 
Chennavasin "the best of the 
best" from the Philippine mo- 
toring media. Ray Butch 
"Elvis" Gamboa, flexing his 
French, described the group 
“crème a la crème.” Well done, 
housemate. 

But Art, Timmy and IJ 


Isuzu's ‘terrific triad’ 


Joy Andrada. Take a bow, 
please? It’s not easy herding 
journalists sprinkled with del- 
egates endowed with, uh-oh, 
near-autistic tendencies and, 
although it was their first time 
to stage the act, Art, Timmy 
and IJ, passed their baptism of 
fire with A-OK, 5-star marks. 
Cheers! 


prompting Ms Panatda, director 
of Tri Petch Isuzu Sales Co. Ltd. 
and senior vice president of IOT 
Co. Ltd., to say that Thailand to- 
day is the undisputed “Pickup 
Capital of the World." 

Said Sakata-san, Tri Petch 
Isuzu president, of this Isuzu 
phenomenon: "Because the 
voice of the market is the voice 
of the people, we always listen 
to the people. It's been 50 years 
or so that Isuzu has been listen- 
ing to the voice of the mar- 
ket—the people. That's one of 
our major secrets of success.” 

If Isuzu, whose D-Max is the 
No. 1 pickup in the Philippines 
the last two years, proceeds to 
also emerge No. 1 in the country 
in the next 23 years, IIl no 
longer be surprised one bit. 

‘As Mao Zedong said, “With- 
out the people, any revolution 
can'twin.” 


Isuzu, as usual, essayed a ma- 
jor role in the Bangkok Interna- 
tional Motor Show, running up 
to April 2 and which has attract- 
ed an impressive array of inter- 
national cast once more that in- 
cluded Bentley and Lexus. 

Accentuated in the motor show 
Jong regarded as South East Asia's 
numero uno was Isuzu's unprece- 
dented market leadership in the 
commercial vehicle segment for 
23 successive years. Thus record- 
shattering achievement was now 
anchored on Isuzu's amazing D- 
Max pickup. 

In just a time span of a little 
over three years in the Thai mar- 
ket, the Isuzu D-Max pickup has 
sold a total of more than 500,000 
units. No othercbrandihassgaredee -» Comments «to: menju Gpldtd- 


that amazing feat in Thailand, sknet. , 


QUOTE ME. The P3,000 we 
pay when availing of our com- 
prehensive insurance is noth- 
ing buta highway robbery. 


ela 0 aate 


TheNissan Murano 


makes its way into RP 


‘THIS NISSAN SUV CAUGHT THE 
imagination of vehicle buyers in 
North America, Europe and Asia. 
And today, the Nissan Murano 
makes its way into the Philippine 
market, 

‘The Murano is a dream vehicle 
to many. But it appeals very 
strongly toward the independent 
minded, who are actively en- 
gaged in trying new things, with a 
strong sense of self, and have 
great pride in their ongoing 
achievements. 

“Finally, the Nissan Murano 
has arrived in the Philippines, 
and we are not only speaking 
here about an ordinary SUV, for 
the Murano is an SUV that is very 
unique in many ways, particular- 
lyits styling and its urban charac- 
ter" explained Dennis Chang, 
AVP for Sales and Marketing at 
Nissan Motor Phils. Inc. (NMPI). 


glasses crafted in the island of 
Murano near Venice, in Italy. 
Nissan's new SUV has nicely 
flowing limes over geometric 
curves, resulting in a beautifully 
sculpted exterior. It is also highly 
functional since it provides ade- 
quate room for five people, and 
boasts of excellent aerodynamics. 
The Murano's sloping hood 
does not obstruct forward vi- 
ion, and makes it easier 
Inspired by Muranoglass — for the driv 
The Nissan Murano was in 
spired by Murano glass, which up 
to this day remains one of the 
most elegantly sculpted 


THE MURANO appeals very strongly toward the independent minded. 


market 


Engine power 

Underneath its hood is the VQ 
engine, which is the only engine 
series to be listed in Ward's 10 
Best Engine’s List for 12 straight 
years. 

The Murano's 3.5-liter VQ en- 
gine, equipped with Continuous- 
ly Variable-valve Timing Control 
(CVTC) and Nissan Induction 
Control System (NICS), produces 
234 PS at 6000 rpm and 32.4 kg- 
mof torque at 3600 rpm. 

The Murano's driving pleasure. 
is enhanced with a switeh-operat- 
ed electric sunroof and the Bose 
audio system with 7 speakers and 
6-dise CD changer. 

‘The air-conditioning system 
controls are easy to modulate 
with its large dials. The rear pas- 
sengers are also provided with 
aircon vents. 


is closely ahead. 

It has well-designed leather 
seats, well-insulated indoor pan- 
eling, genuine aluminum ac- 
cents, adequate head, shoulder 
and leg room. 

And with its front and side cur- 
tain airbags, the Murano provides 
a very high degree of safety for its 
passengers. 


Conference to focus on expressways' safety 


‘TOP TOLLWAY OPERATORS AND 
transportation experts will discuss 
the safety of the country's express- 
way during the 4th Road Safety 
Conference of the Automobile As- 
sociation Philippines (AAP) at the 
Dusit Hotel tomorrow. 

‘AAP Vice President Johnny An 
geles said numerous accidents 
usually happen on the express- 


ways during summer mainly be- 
cause the vehicle volume more 
than doubles. 

He said major steps should be 
taken to prevent or at least mini- 
mize these accidents. 


Attendees 
Expected to attend the confe 
ence are officals of the Philippine 


4 


National Construction Corp. 
(PNCC), the operator of the South 
Luzon Expressway; Citra, the op- 
erator of the Metro Manila Sky- 
way and the Batangas Star Toll- 
way; the Manila North Tollways 
Corp. (MNTC), operator of the 
North Luzon Expressway, and the 
Public Estates Authority (PEA), 
operator of the Coastal Road. 


Professors from the University 
of the Philippines’ Center for 
‘Transportation Studies will again 
serve as moderators for the event. 

The Road Safety Conference 
series is an advocacy of the AAR 
the oldest and most respected au- 
to club in the country, and indus- 
try leader "Toyota. Motor Philip- 
pines Corp. 
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The most coveted trophy 


TOMORROW NIGHT AT THE 7 the hopes of Cagi’s founders that Tires (Philippine Allied Cory 
Rockwell Tent in Makati, the ON THE Coty-P shall eventually win na- sole distributor), Petron, Forest 
most coveted trophy for a car wil tionwide recognition and promi- Hills Golf & Country Club, 

be awarded tothe Carofthe Year- - ROAD Sm nence over the years. al Express Corp., BPI Family Sav- 


Philippines (Coty-P) 2005 win- hs ‘Tomorrow's Coty-P Awards ings Bank, Fusion R Motorsports, 
ner. Before this, over a span ofsix Aida Sevilla- V ^ Night is made possiblebythecon- and media partners Philippine 
weekends this January and Mendoza qs tinued support in cash and kind Daily Inquirer, Hot Wire, Auto Ex- 
February at a closed-off area in Mendoza X7 jx. of sponsors who signed on last treme and motioncars.com. 
the Forest Hills Golf and Country bereleased until tomorrow night. year and new sponsors this year: : 
Club, Antipolo, 54 production Tomorrows Coty-P Awards Worldbex Services nternational Cooperating 
models that were on sale in the Night marks the second time that (organizer of the Manila Auto Of course, without the coopera- 
Philippines from Sept. 1, 2004 to this annual awarding ceremony Show, where the 2005 Coty-P tion extended by car manufactur- 
Dec 3l. 2005 underwent rigid will be held by Cagi. In mid-2004, winner will be displayed), Rock- em/distibutors in terms of lend- 
quantitative and qualitative tests. less than a dozen motoring jour. well Land Corp. Standard Insur- ing Cagi their products (with full THE MERCEDES-BENZ S-Class of the Koschel family 
The tests were conducted by nalists, inspired by the Car of the ance Co. ed on Tollways tanks, at Cus the Coty-P test. c " 
membersoftheCarAwardsGroup Year contests in the United States, Corp., p SGV Bridgestone sessions, neither would tomor- 1 s, 
e e pue aeons astea This Benz ju mped 


profit, nonstock association of 40 tries, organized Cagi to launch possible. Alphabetically listed, the 


motoring journalists from more the same concept here. coopera huy players are 
than two dozen print, television, Introducing Coty in the Philip- Audi (PGA Cars Inc.), BMW Phils., th 
Tato and online media outs pines was tough, gen the pops airaa Over the moon 
Their purpose: to recognize the lack of resources, the need to learn. X Phils.), Chrysler and Dodge (CATS p, EE. 
achievement and encourage the from hard experience along the Motors Inc), Ford Group Phils. Frompse* 8?! soon be on the lookout for long- 
pursuit of higher engineering, de- way how to successfully put to- 3 3 Inc, Honda Cars Phils. Inc, Eternal commitment running cars. Its service centers, 
sign, performance and safetystan- gether the whole thing. Plus the si Hynd (Ase Memis Ec; Andie d Metales en So D UN ROC oed 
dards by car manufacturers. frm resolve of Cagi, from day one, XG Isuzu Phils. Corp„ Kia (Columbian car group document, Ching’s Whe, might be racking up the 
Wi not to solicit or accept funding or MotorsCorp), Mazda, Mercedes- Adenauer demonstrates that ^ when asked about thi 
inners sponsorships from car manufactur- Benz (CATS) Mitsubishi Motors Mercedes-Benz symbolizes an jen asked about the mone- 
The best-in-class winners in 11 ers distributors or dealers in order Noun Mor Pada me. rre cec aperire Do7 O eee bugri 
major categories are the finalists to establish and protect Coty- Toyota Motor Phils. Corp. and Vol- lationship. à cars, Roehrig says it would not be 
vying for the top overall trophy. tegrity and independence. vo (Viking Cars Inc.) The damic car museum im ionis Vend 
The 11 categories, in which the K - In short, for car manufacturers stuttgart is also a shelter for MB pers ar Maren spit 
price factor is taken into account, Growing aswell as corlovess and the mo- crs Pwned by kings. Webavein Pac atc produce). or cius 
are mini/subcompacts, compact Despite the cynicism of a few a tock media at acven ooa. er callers. care podani o eee eae 
cars, executive sedans, luxury industry players and motorheads, morrow night, all roads lead to owned by the king of Jordan, such as the SL, or rides of famous 
sedans, ultra-luxury sedans, entry- the Coty-P idea soon caught on, the 2nd Car of the Year Awards at Thailand, Spain and more. These personalities such as Ringo 
level sport utility vehicles, luxury what with funding for the testing the Rockwell Tentin Makati City. are very rare cats. fthey wantto SajrsMercedes 190 SL Cabriolet 
SUVs ultra-luxury SUVs, entry-lev- sessions generously provided by xx pisse Coa 
el MPVs (multipurpose vehicles in- Automobile Association Philip TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: them to this museum,” Roehrig “"aes-Bemz 600 Pullman. 
cluding AUVs and minivans), luxu- pines (AAP), the country's oldest Filling up can be hazardous to says Starrs SL, incidentally, had 
ry MPVs and pickup trucks. and only national auto club. As a sonic wes Claritin Rex pat. CATS “Monee be, acere HER tt co 28000) oce 
The test results were tallied result, the membership roster of station) Mercedes-Benz distributor in the nn before bog turned 
and audited by Sycip Gorres Ve- Cagi continues to grow and Coty- p zx Philippines, hasservice ecordsof "purs Just a weekend trip td 
layo & Co. (SGV), the country’s Pis gaining a wider base of sup- d. Sel ammms 0 aok “the desiccunphettheyregnlany n ie a eee 


top accounting firm, and will not port and enthusiasm, bolstering E 2 la@inquirer.com.ph. service in: their centers, It may oe as hom for Sachinidi's 


Geta free Yokohama Shirt tis summer! . È - 


zd Every purchase of 2 Yokohama Passenger Car Tires or Light Truck Radials gives you a FREE Yokohama S 
Ground neck shirt. 2 High Performance Tires give you a FREE High Perfomance Yokohama sport shirt. 


Know it. Ride it. 


ET >” YOKOHAMA “>” 


Per DINIGA Permit No 1000 Senes of 2006 demere Um 


IN FUEL SAVINGS IN DESIGN 
IN COMFORT IN STYLE 
AT THE COST 


KIA MOTORS 


Eo NN rr Er RE : muscienoomoyunaznas The Power to Surprise" 
Seo Eea a aaa i a I TO em aa 
Mamaa a Kamea maa na ia a FA SOGETI AODAN 


YARIS: version 2.0 of. 
the local Echo hatch, 
L5-liter engine a 
godsend 
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- Bangkok: 3 shows 
and a thousand pickups 


ZIT IS EASY TO THINK THAT ONE 
‘has to travel quite far to experi- 
‘ence things that are truly dissimi- 
‘lar from one's own day-to-day ex- 
istence. Itis but logical that a trip, 
say to Europe, will yield a very 
distinct and different set of mem- 
‘pries and images from that of our 
‘usual nine to five existences. 
2x The short hop to Thailand for 
tthe 27th Bangkok International 
‘Motor Show held a lot of possibil- 
Jties but would probably not hold 
anything new and exciting for 
this jaded motoring tourist. Luck- 
lj this assessment was wrong. 


‘shows 
Ka For the record, 1 saw three 
Shows during the duration of my 
Stay. The first was purely cultural, 
involved the proverbial “cast of 
thousands” and focused on the 
history of Siam. The second show 
was a little bit more interesting. 
lets just say it was acrobatic and 
góncerned with human anatomy 
dnd balloon bursting—using 
what might probably be the hap- 
piest blowgun in the world. 

Final and foremost, of course, 
was the motor show held at the 
Bangkok International Trade and 
Exhibition Center (Bitec) exposi- 
tion facility in the Bangna dis- 
trict. With the expo theme em- 
phasizing friendliness to the ecol- 
ogy and happiness, one can imag- 
ine this writer salivating at the 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


notion of seeing hybrids and al- 
ternative fuel vehicles. 

My personal target was the 
current model Toyota Prius with 
my ultimate goal of driving 
hybrid. Unfortunately, the only 
Prius at the show was a cutaway 
model at the massive Toyota dis- 
play area. Sharing center stage 
"with the i-swing personal mobili- 
ty solution and the Fine-T Fuel 
Gell Hybrid concept, the second 
generation Prius serves as the 
first step into a fossil fuel-free 
motoring future. 1 guess Ul have 
to wait a little more before 1 
finally ge 
review one 


Toyota display 

Personal highlights from the 
Toyota display at Bitec were three 
locally unavailable two-box 
(wagon, MPV or hatchback, no 
trunk) designs. The Indonesian- 
built Avanza compact wagon 
might very well serve the trans- 
port needs of many Filipino fami- 
lies, businesses and FX operators. 
Retailing for only 539,000 Baht, 
value for money is a clear 
Strength of this AUV sized prod- 
uct. 

On the other side of the pricing 
spectrum is the sporty Wish MPV. 
Complete with a 2.0-liter VVTi 
engine, muscular wheel arches 
and large diameter wheels, this 
Thailand-assembled 
model starts at 
1,102,000 


Baht and can be had with HID 
lamps and even larger tire and 
wheel packages as options. Also 
on hand was the reincamated 
Yaris/Vitz/Echo sport hatch. The 
MK.2 Yaris is sold in Thailand 
with the same 1NZ-FE 1.5-liter 
‘WT engine that is found in the 
Philippine-released Vios sub- 
compact sedan. Imagine the 109- 
bhp of the Vios in a smaller, 
ligħter and shorter platform, 


leek people mover that slots in between the IMV Innova 


and premium Previa 


att 
f 


something worth keeping our col- 
lective fingers crossed for. 


Samrong production facility 

Already quite contented with 
the models I had seen at the Toy- 
ota exhibit, I was quite honestly 
about to call ita day, owing to the 
oppressive heat and humidity 
that characterize Bangkok in late 
March but was not about to miss 
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AVANZA; this compact 
wagonis aimed straight at the 
heart of the AUV segment 


a peak into the heart of Toyota 
Motor Thailand's Samrong pro- 
duction facility. Just how big is 
this vehicle production facility? 
‘The actual physical size of the re- 
alestate escapes me but the sheer 
volume of vehicle output does 
mot. 

The Samrong plant produces 
1,000 IMV units (Hilux pickups) 
a day in two shifts. That's almost. 
360,000 vehicles a year or 10 
times the production of the Sta. 
Rosa facility of Toyota Motors 
Philippines. Wow! Two-door, ex- 
tended car, ful cab, 4x2, 
4x4—you name it, they make itat 
Samrong. So diverse are the vari- 
ations of the Hilux units at the 
plant that I even spied a 4.0-liter 
V6 engine variant bound for mar- 
kets further abroad. 

In the end, the trip to this 
year's Bangkok show with the vis- 
it to the massive facility at Sam- 
rong was eye-opening, to say the 
least. It makes one ask the ques- 
tion, “Why is this not the market 
situation in the Philippines?” 
Both nations suffered through 
the regional financial crisis of the 
late '90s, but it seems as if our 
neighbor to the West has truly left 
us by leapsand bounds. "Siam Ni- 
ramit,” as our Thai guide would 
say, amazing Thailand indeed. 
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You've marched, you've 
partied—now what? 

We know the days after 
graduation can be scary. But. 
2bU! will help you make those 
alHimportant post-graduation 
decisions. 

Graduate school? Law school? 
Med school? If you're 
considering a return to 
campus, we've got you 
covered. 

We also have a complete 
guide for jump-starting your 
career—from writing your 
resumé and wardrobe tips to 
the most common interview 
questions and the websites 
that will help you land the job 
you want. 

And because you'll need all the 
ammo you can get when you 
step out into the real world, we 
have tips and stories from 
Inauirer’s Lifestyle 
Reporters—people who have 


A rundown of the most 
popular and unusual 
graduate courses here 
and abroad 


By Gmeleen Faye B. Tomboc 
2bUI Correspondent 


GOING BACKTO SCHOOL WOULD PROBABLY 
be the last thing on any fresh graduate’s mind. 
Why spend the best years of your youth slaving 
away at some dusty library when you can al- 
ready be in the “real world,” walking down Ay- 
ala Avenue on your way to a power breakfast? 

Graduate degrees offer many advantages, 
though. They may give you an advantage when 
applying for a job, broaden the knowledge and 
skills gained in your undergraduate degree, and 
boost your chances of promotion when you 
start working. 

2bU! gives you the 411 on the most popular 
graduate courses here and abroad. 


Masteral studies 

In some industries, like in the academe, get- 
ting a Masters degree is a definite advantage. | 
Josephine Garcia, 24, says her MS (Master of 
Science) Physics degree will be crucial when | 
she starts work as a scientist and researcher. A 
future professor like Shelanee, 23, can also 
Jearn more effective teaching methods from her 
MA (Master of Arts) in Education. 

‘A graduate degree is also useful if you want. 
to have more specialized knowledge. Future UN 
diplomats may want to try Ateneo's MA in Polit- 
ical Science, Major in Global Politics, Techies 
may fancy an MS in Information Technology 
from De La Salle (DLSU). 

If you simply want to venture into a new | 
field, try these out-of this-world degrees from 
the University of the Philippines (UP): MA in | 
‘Archaeological Studies, Master of Tropical 
Landscape Architecture, and even a Master in 
Physical Education. You can also go into 
Bioethics, Higher Religious Studies, Cultural 
Heritage Studies or even Canon Law at the Uni- | 
versity of Sto. Tomas (UST). 

MASTERINGIC2 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
shack: inquirer life name/age/ity/mess 


graduated before you and 
have survived life after the big 
march. 

Make us proud, graduates. 
For non-graduates, we have 
stories on hot summer looks 
and on detoxifying after 


Affordable living at its best 


an AyalaLand company 


AFFORDABILITY * 


VALUE * 


partying. And for your inner 
geeks, we have an article on 
the 22nd Mac World 
Conference and Expo, a review 
ofthe Sony DVDBOS and the 
chance to win a Sony 
Walkman Bean. 


SECURITY 


(Club G) (single treatment) 


"Vid only fort oo lana oen 
Regular Price: P 2,200/session 


Shin Station 


Sa wakas. 

Unti-unti. Dahan-dahan. 5 

Lahat napag-iipunan. a 
Lahat nakukuha sa tiyagad $ 

Kita mo kami, may sariling bahay na. 
Iba kasi ‘pag madali ang terms. 
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By Cheche V. Moral 


‘SHORTLY BEFORE I GRADUATED FROM 
college many years ago, a professor said in 
one of my classes that we, being graduates 
f the premier state university, could de- 
mand no less than that X amount from our 
first employer. 1 left school soon after, no 
less naive than four years earlier, believing 
justthat. 

Tt was the first ofa series of rude awak- 
cenings for me when, landing my first job, I 
was told my paycheck would only be a 
third of that amount quoted by my college 
professor—before taxes. 

don’t presume to know more than any 
of you, Class of 2006. But I was once like 
many of you—full of ideals, full of 
dreams, so full of myself. You see, while 
that big great party called school is said to 
prepare you for the world out there, in 
some ways it can also teach you grand 
ideas about yourself—and_more- often 
than not, sage truths. Atleast! did. 

1 left school believing 1 was smart and 
well-equipped to make the world bend 


3 5 minutes 


FASTEST TO 
BORACAY 


over backward for me. 1 got a job on my 
first try even as, I smugly thought, Thad no 
specific training (so, shoot me, Nietzsche, 
for majoring in philosophy!), no laude of 
any sort inscribed in my college diploma, 
no special skills to speak of. I, the worst 
student in the history of education, with a 
job, at age 20, in the Inquirer! Dam, was 1 
full of myself 

I felt mighty pleased with myself that 1 
didn't demand higher pay (not that they'd 
have given me more, of course, I know that 
now). Never mind that it meant my par- 
ents would continue subsidizing my living 
expenses for till heaven knew when. (I 
didn’t realize then how irresponsible and 
self-centered that thought was.) Besides, I 
said, it was a temporary job. It was merely 
a way out of my over-extended post-grad 
holiday. 1 would be out of here in a few 
months—again live off my folks, go back 
to school and get a law degree. Then Til 
make real moolah. 

Out here, I soon found out, it’s a level 
playing field. Its true, in a way, that you 


product of a top university But in truth, it 
doesn't mean you're any better than the 
next guy. If you don't work your butt off to 


prove your worth, then you can be just as 
dispensable as everyone else. 


Surprises 

Tt can also be very daunting when the 
life as you planned it goes off-course. So be 
ready for surprises. 

T never imagined I would like my “tem- 
porary job,” even more the prospect of a ca- 
reer doing-— didn't realize sooner—what I 
loved best. I was grossly unprepared. 1 had 
to leam everything on the job, and fm not 
ashamed to say Fm still learning. 

The so-called real world is quite hum- 
bling. To this day, proving I can just be as 
competent as anyone who tained four 
long years to be journalist is a constant 
struggle. Am I anywhere near succeeding? 
Idontknow. 

Talways joke that never dreamed Td be 


obe YOUso 


Kierkegaard, Wittgenstein. But the job of a 
festyle reporter isn't as easy and glam- 
orous as some impressionable wannabe 
writers might think. Its real work. You're 
remiss, and your boss will have your head 
for lunch. 

You cover fashion shows, but it doesn't 
mean youre expected to dress couture. 
You don't get free couture (which isn't say- 
ing you don't get offered, but what would 
taking it say about you?) and heaven 
knows your reporters paycheck carit af- 
ford it. Do you beat yourself over it? No. 

You're not the people you cover. Anyone 
who hopes to be a lifestyle reporter should 
remember that. Those who forget are the 
ones who make itso hard to get the respect. 
this job deserves. Whatever industry you 
end up in, you don't want to be one of 
those people. That, I think, you needn't a 
journalism school (or any school, for that 
matter) to teach you. 

Okay, so it wasn't until several yeais into 
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Often | still struggle to fight the urge to 
‘buy that new pair of shoes, but I stop my- 
self because, I remember, I have to pay 
rent. A get-together with old friends takes 
‘weeks of planning, but at the last minute I 
take a rain check because, again, I have a 
deadline. 

Rules change once you're employed. 
Playing hooky at anytime is no longer an 
option. It’s quite unlike school when you 
can leave your chances of passing to 
chance, and with a few tears can get your 
parens to forgive you for that red 
mark—and by day's end still get your al- 
Jowance. You're being paid to do a job, and 
you have to earn it. Is called responsibility. 

Don’t be a big baby and expect Mom to 
be there to bail you out each time you blow 
your entire paycheck on that designer 
handbag, because she won't be—and for 
your own sake, she shouldn't be. 
ae party's over, graduates. Welcome to 

fe. 


making a living writing about hem- 
lines—after years of struggling to make 


fave an (unfair?) advantage if youre a sense of the writings of Descartes, said. This time, earned it. 


Join us in our 11th Anniversary Celebration 
this weekend in Boracay 
‘Your SEAIR Boarding Pass will be your 
ticket to the hottest parties in Boracay: 
MARCH 30 
BAR HOP W/ SUPERMODELS 
and OTHER CELEBRITIES 
MARCH 31 
© SUPERMODEL MODELYMPICS 


amc 


“SUPERMODEL FASHION SHOW 


and 


IR th ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY 
9 pm in'Boracay Beachfront 
ion 2, infront of Crystal Sands Resort 


849-0100. V SEAIR 


By Vangie Baga-Reyes 


TO THE GRADUATES OF 2006, MY 
message is short and sweet. 

The world out there is 2 dense jungle of 
predators and pitfalls. It lurks like a vicious. 
beast waiting to corrupt whatever stupid ide- 
alism the university has instilled in you. 

‘After graduation, your day starts with 
finding a job, which, by the way, is very de- 
‘meaning every step of the way. People who 
interview applicants often act as if they own 
the company. Believe me. They make you 
wait long lines and ask for photocopies of 
your papers but never allow you to use theirs. 
They never realize that you took long, sweaty 
jeepney or bus rides on your Sunday dress 
and high heels just to get to their cramp, 
stuffy-smelling offices. If the office is big, 
lean and swanky, chances are people there 
are al the more rude and condescending. 

Once you land a job, don't expect to be 
spoon-fed by your officemates, let alone your 
boss. Anticipate that the persons in the next 

, cubicles are wicked witches because they 
most likely are. The only people who would 
show sympathy are those who have been 
there for decades and got bypassed by,pro- 
‘motions because they are too nice to be boss- 
es. 

By all probability, the boss is a tyrant with 
no regard for the feelings of people beneath 
him or her. That is especially true for highly 
competitive companies and considered lead- 
ersin the industry. 


From page CI 


"The possibilities aré endless, and we're not 
even talking about degrees you can get abroad 
yet. Singapore Management University offers a 
Masters in Wealth Management, where you can 
hone your skills investing other people's bil- 
lions. f funding is a problem, scholarships 
abound on the Intemet. For instance, 
‘wwwbritishcounciLorg gives the lowdown on 
studying in UK for free. 


MBA 

‘Those cut out for the business world may 
take a Master in Business Administration 
(MBA). This course is highly interactive and 
students are required to discuss and give re 
porson case studies everyday. Allot two years if 
you intend to be a full-time MBA student at 
‘schools like the Asian Institute of Management. 

However, you can't start your MBA immedi- 
ately after graduation. For instance, UP requires 
one-year work experience for fulltime stu- 
dents. 

Ifan MBA is too general for you, you can opt 
for an MS in Financial Engineering at DLSU, a 
Master in Business and Health from Ateneo, or 
an MS in Advertising from UST. 


Law 


Aspiring attorneys have no choice but to go 
back for four years of law school. A note of 
warning though: It’s not as easy as the movie, 
“Legally Blonde,” portrays it. Intense studying, 
good speaking skills and enough self-confi- 
dence to argue with terror teachers are re- 
quired. Finally, law students have to pass the 
bar, which spans four consecutive Sundays. 
Check out the programs at UP Ateneo, San Beda 
and UST. If you're also planning to get an MBA 
degree, hit two birds with one stone by entering 
the JD-MBA program of FEU and DLSU. If you 
already have a law degree and want to special- 
ize more, UST offers an MA and PhD in law, 
which are the oldest graduate programs in law 
in the country and which have graduated out- 
standing jurists. 


Med school 

If you've always wanted to be a doctor, head 
to UST, UPManila, University of the East, Far 
Eastern University or St. Luke's. Compared to 
law studies, med school is unusually expensive. 
You'll soon understand why a doctor charges 
P500 for a five-minute consultation. Med 
schools can charge as much as P70,000 per 
semester. 

"The road to becoming a doctor is also unusu- 


the job that I finally got a paycheck that's 
worth as much as what my UP professor 


E-mail the author at cmoral@inquir- 
excom.ph 


Unless you have rich 
parents, you should 
not expect to land 

the job of your dreams 


In work, as in life, success and arrogance 
seem to go hand and in hand. Affectionate 
superiors like that of Erin Brockovich can on- 
ly be found in companies that are not doing 
good. They are affectionate to make up for 
the lousy pay and benefit package they offer. 

The rule of the thumb is do not stay in your 
job if the pay sucks and you hate doing your 
‘work. If you despise your job but gets well- 
compensated, that’s good enough reason not 
to quit. Ifyou love your job but don't get paid 
enough, Id understand if you hang on. For- 
get about having a big paycheck for a job you 
love doing. It doesn't exist in this world, 1 
think. 

1 hope 1 have imparted valuable insights 
somehow, because I don't want you to feel 
bad after struggling hard to finish college. 
Oh, and by the way, this message does not ap- 
ply to rich kids who either own the company 
or have parents who are well-connected. 

Lastly, please don't take things too serious- 
ly if you want to enjoy retirement. 


E-mail the author at vbaga@inquir- 
excom ph 


Mas tering school "a 


ally long. Those lucky enough to hurdle the Na- 
tional Medical Admission Test will spend four 
years in med school, then one year as interns. 
After taking the board exams, they can now be. 
general practitioners, or proceed to a 3-5 year 
residency. After taking yet another exam, only 
then can they be called specialists (like pediatri- 
cians or OB-gynes). Some go on to fellowship to 
gain even more specialized knowledge. 

Tina Mateo, 24, who is now in her fourth 
year at UR acknowledges that med school can 
be “toxic” (med school jargon for extremely de- 
manding). But as Ryan, 28, puts it, being a doc- 
tor can bea form of service to the county. 


To work or not to work 

Now that you've decided on what degree to 
take, will you be studying full-time or part- 
time? 

Becoming a full-time student straight after 
graduation is recommended if you don't want 
1o lose your enthusiasm for studying. Once you 
start earning your own money, you might find it 
hard to go back to being just a student. In fact, 
better if you start your masters right away so. 
you don't forget those mind-boggling equations 
in chemistry or mathematics 

Some argue that it's better to work first be- 
fore going back to school. For business courses, 
prior work experience isa must so you can have 
something meaningful to contribute to class 
discussions 

The supermen and superwomen among us 
may choose to work while studying. If your 
studies are related to your work, you can imme- 
diately apply the things you're learning. Be pre- 
pared to sacrifice your weekends and gimmick 
nights, though. To make things a litle easier, 
ask your boss if you can work on a flexi-time ba- 
sis, like what Teejaye, a 24-year-old MBA stu- 
dent, did. 

Combining work and studies may be easier if 
you get your masters degree online. You need 
not commute to school because you can attend 
classes and submit coursework online, The UP 
Open University (wwwupouorg) offers dis- 
tance-education courses, or you can surf the Net 
for thousands of degrees available abroad, 

Getting another degree may seem dreadful 
to new graduates who are already raring to take 
on the "real world." But who knows, it might 
just be your chance to redeem yourself if you 
had a lackluster performance in college. Also, 
with the ranks of the unemployed swelling by 
the minute, an MA or MS may just be your edge 
over everyone else, Happy studying! 


E-mail the author at gmeleen@lycos.com 
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it really pays to invest in skincare. 


‘Intox-detox’: What to do after the party 


seem. Aside from my obsession with eye 
cream (to relieve the harm caused by late 
nights), I do not have a specific step-by-step 
regimen for healthy-looking skin, pre- or- 
post-party. In fact, when people ask me what 
amy skincare routine is, eve 


just say “shower with 7 
soap.” 07 
‘That “shower with soap” V4 


era ended last year, after I 

reached the quarter life cel- 

ebration, which meant me 

saying farewell to just leav- 

ing it all to “youth.” I recall 

having a late-night taping 

with John Pratts (pre-"Big 

Brother” era), who I had 

seen earlier that same 

evening in an event. Fast- YAP 
forward to non-stop work- 

ing hours till sunrise at 5:30 a.m. and without 
sleep, he looked as fresh as morning dew. 

“How can he look like that 48 hours 
straight?” I asked my seat mate between 
takes. “One word,” he said. "Youth." 

Youth (this section's main responsibility), I 
have observed, is obsessed with itself. Too many 
times I overhear people just past legal age ex- 
claim, “oh my we're getting old.” Thus hand in 
hand with the Google generation's obsession 
with speed comes their addiction to time-delay 
tactics (Im an expert at this topic). What can 1 
say? We want everything, right now. 

By “time-delay tactics," I didn’t mean to im- 
ply the passé Filipino time. I meant skincare, 
spas and other modes of pampering and 
detoxification. These days, partyphiliacs do 
the whole “intox-detox” faster than a grandfa- 
ther clock on steroids. 

Inever used to like massages. I grew up giv- 
ing my mother daily back rubs that would put 
her to sleep. At a young age, I knew I was a 
good masseur. But Someone Up There. ‘had oth- 
er plans for me and put me here. If ever I do in- 
duige in the once-in-a-blue-moon massage, it 
was meant to serve as research for me so that I 
can become a better massage therapist. 

Lately though, I look forward to those spa 
binges at Urban Spa and the two-hour detox 
massage at Neo Spa. Lam even thinking of try- 
ing the Pharoah’s treatment at Boracays 
famed Mandala, the perfect destination spot 
for that intox-detox, yin-yang-Yap! style. 


Manual party 

My “intox” came in the form of reading Man- 
uals music issue and attending their launch at 
underground favorite MDC (Manila DJ Club at 
The Fort—for those who care to know). They 
called the night "Ear-gasm" because they feted 
the peeps who made music rock this, side, of 
town. Every major and up-and-coming musi- 
cian had their attendance checked by Manuals 
RJ Ledesma and Michealle Jao, who are both 
jamming and banging their heads to make sure 
every issue is a sure winner. 

Rock stars are experts at indulgence, and I 
sure had a multiple “ear-gasm” that night. 
One thing I noticed though—rock stars do not 
take care of their skin. Look at Pepe Smith. 
‘And many others. The rock-and-roll lifestyle 
forgotto add one more “R” word—refresh. 

Except for Rico Blanco of Rivermaya, who 
shares my newfound affinity for Hollywood 
cult brand Zirh (pronounced "zhur'—men's 
skincare available at all Rustans’ branches), 
almost everybody else looked tired and 
sweaty. Not that I am encouraging Karl Roy 
and Bamboo to cleanse, tone and moisturize, 
but it may serve them (and all of us) better 
when the time comes. 

"My goal is to never have a face lift, or oth- 
er surgery on my face, so I'm investing in skin- 
care as early as now to combat premature ag- 
ing,” a skin-conscious male friend of mine, 
who is still scared to tell his dad that he goes 
to the derma, once confided. He doesn’t need 
tobe scared, though, because even Time mag- 
azine has acknowledged the fact that men 
have indeed become more vain, and are 
spending time, “primping and preening.” “Be- 
cause that’s what women [and men] want.” 

On the Time Magazine cover was a man 
putting on mascara. Manual, your turn. 


My new vain self 

Detox for me was saying no to the free- 
flowing afternoon buzz of Freixenet sparkling 
wine and Rene Barbiers—as Lancôme 
launched its latest whitening product, Blanc 
Expert NeuroWhite, at M Café. 

“Wow, this is the first time we're seeing 
‘each other in afternoon light,” some guests 
exclaimed to each other as they traded beso- 
besos. UOreal’s Angelique Villaraza and 
‘Aussie photog Darren Tieste brought their 
puppies. Cute. Another guest brought her ba- 
by Too cute. 

Tt was fascinating to see women who I 
would normally see tanning at Tali or bathing 
in Bora all hover to find out the latest on skin 
whitening, This product was, after all, espe- 
cially formulated for Asian skin. Oh well, they 
were all wearing white anyway, as they gazed 
at the enlightened images of Marta Araneta, 
Anna Palabyab, Jackie Antonio, Anna Cu- 
Unjieng and Mariko Jacinto—women whom 
Tadore and admire for their youth, luminosity 
and va-va-voom vivacity. 

Belated Happy Women's Month, all yout If 
there's one thing I learned from them, it's that 


These days, I am a renewed vain person. 

Nicole Hernandez hopped into our Addict 

Mobile summer campaign photo shoot look- 

ing so fresh, excited to share with me her be- 

lated birthday gift—a session of diamond 

peel. I, then, consulted Pre- 

view beauty editor Agoo 

Bengzon to get her go-sig- 

nal, and I loved it! Tina 

Tinio introduced me to 

Shu Uemura cleansing oils 

and toners, and Dr. Sheila 

‘Acosta of Belo Medical 

Clinicis my new text mate. 

Indulging in these new 

rituals is something alien 

for me, but I realize that 

the best after-party is one 

where you replenish your- 

self—whether with Beroc- 

ca, vitamin C, a workout at the gym or hug- 

ging your puppy, whatever floats your 

Doat—to make sure that you have enough to 

last for the next party, in the next coming 
years, and for generations to come. 
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Baby Diapers 
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the packs of EQ Dry Baby Diapers. Points per packaging are as follows: 
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JEG Dry Baby Diaper ial poeta: - 


‘Adolescence 
stretches out 

like a night sky. 

Full of brave new 
worlds, black holes 
and long expanses 
of dreamy space, 
it seems to go on 


„ forever, yet 


IMPORTANT: 


disappears 
in a new dawn 


heartbeat.’ 


—Skye Sherwin, 
iD Magazine 


Only packs of EO Dry wih clot-ike cover (plain or white) wil be accepted 
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BPI Express Credit ushers-n them up to 24 months to pay for Plus! Cardholders who make i uM 
the sizzling summer months their purchases at affordable in- purchases in the BPI Installment 4 in 
with the most awaited shopping  stallment rates. Madness promo are also entitled ; o 3 
event ofthe year, the BPI Install- The BPI Installment Madness to join BPI Express Credit Card's T E x begs 
ment Madness, from March 15to isthe perfect opportunity for BPI existing promos: the 2mad ` RS quede MEE ` 
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Now on its 37th staging, the ury household needs, upgrade The 2mad about'emall promo Ks _ Bay" mm a eE ge d. 
BPI Installment Madness is fa- their cellphones and gadgets, gives BPI Express Credit card- 
mous for providing BPI Express and purchase their long-wished- holders the chance to win a Nis- 
credit cardholders the best value for cameras and computers. san Patrol 4x4. All they have to 
3| for their credit card with the Add to that a fabulous mix of do is make a minimum P1,000 
greatest merchandising mix. instant freebieseverydayandthe single receipt regular purchase 
Te features topbrandhomeap- BPI Installment Madness is sure- or a P3,000 single receipt S.P 
pliances, the most elegant furni- ly one shopping event one purchaseat Glorietta. 
ture and home furnishings, in- shouldn't miss. BPI Express Credits Make It 
door sports equipment, the That's not all. BPI Express Happen promo, meanwhile, 
hottest cellphones, and digital Credit cardholders who use their gives cardholders the chance to 
and electronic products. And the BPI Express Credit Classic, Ex- win a trip to a trip to the United 
best thing about it is that credit press Credit Blue MasterCard, States popular theme parks, a 
cardholders can choose from an Express Credit Gold MasterCard, Mediterranean Cruise, a 2006 
option of charging and convert- Petror-BPI MasterCard and BPI Porsche Boxster and a 2006 Audi 
ing their transactions on install. Edge/Mini Edge in purchasing A4 Avant. All they have to do is 
ment through the Special Install- items at real 0% interest are as- make a minimum P1,000 single 
‘ment Plan (S.LP) facility of their sured of absolutely no hidden receipt regular purchase or a 
BPI Express Credit Cards with re- charges installment deals! Be- P3,000 single receipt S.P pur- 
ally low interest rates! It gives cause unlike other credit card chase at any BPI accredited mer- 
purchases wherein you pay just chant nationwide 
the minimum amountdueor5% Not a BPI Express Credit featuresand privilegeslikesu- rates for purchases made 700 BPI or BPI Family Bank 
SERPS ofthe oustandingtalanceevery Cardholder yet? Sign up now perior security against fraud abroad, no hidden charges, branches nationwide. 
5. Í P. month, chances are your 0% in- and get the chance to be part with the Europay Master- and payment convenience So make sure you make the 
abel = stallment purchases actually get ofthe shopping frenzy of the Card/VISA-complient chip, anytime anywhere via the Ex- most of your money. Take advan- 
interest That's why the BPI O% BPI Installment Madness. lower finance charges, low press Phone, Express Online, tage of the BPI Real 0%, No 
interest is for real! ‘That and numerous exclusive foreign currency conversion and in over 1,200 ATMs and Sweat Installment Madness. 


ou may win the trip that puts 
the world at poe feet and 
your family by your side. 
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There are thousands of new 
graduates just like you who are looking 
for employment, so you have to work at it 


By Katrina Yap. 
 2bU! Correspondent 


CONGRATULATIONS, FRESH GRAD! AFTER 
years of sleepless nights and countless pro- 
jects, you're now ready to face the world. 
‘Armed with a college degree, you feel invinci- 
ble. You want to get your professional life 
started, and you want it now. 

But landing a job nowadays seems tougher 
than you originally thought. Some of your 
batchmates might have already found them 
selves employed, adding to the pressure on 
you. 

But remember that your career is your 
own, so take your own time in finding what 
suits you best. Here are some tips on how you 
can start that career. 

Evaluate yourself. 

Before you even start writing a resumé, 
you'll have to conduct a self-assessment. Ask 
yourself what interests you, what excites you. 

‘Try to define your passion, so you'll have an 
idea what possible careers would suit you. Do 
arundown of your skills and abilities. 

Be honest to yourself—this is the only way 
you'll have a grasp of what you can and want 
todo. 


Research 

Next, do your research. Look up industries 
and employers you may take an interest in. 

Keep an open mind—dream big, but don't 
be too picky. Say you graduated with a degree 
in Mass Communication, but have difficulty: 
finding job openings in mass media, You 
might want to consider exploring careers in 
advertising and public relations. 

Most companies also now have Corporate 
Communication and Media departments, 
where a lot of opportunities await those with 
strong writing skills. Always look beyond. 

Note: Health care, information technology 
and the call-center industries are known to be 
most active in recruiting today. 


Finding jobs 

So where can you find jobs? 

You'll come across some when you do your 
research on different companies and indus- 
tries. But that might not be enough. What's 
important is that you stop sitting around 
thinking a job will miraculously find you. 
‘There are thousands of new graduates just 
like you who are looking for employment, so 
you have to work at it. 

Places to look 

* Classified ads section of newspap 

* Your school's placement office 

* Job fairs 

+ Your local government unit 

* The worldwide web (try online recruit- 
ment websites like wwwjobmarketon- 
line.com, wwwjobsdb.com and wwwjob- 
street.com.ph ) 

+ Your prospective companies’ websites 

* Direct application 

Also, ask for referrals. Some companies of- 
fer incentives to their employees when they 
bring in qualified people. This, however, has 
disadvantages: Aside from putting pressure 
on the person who recommended you (it will 
be his/her head on the chopping board if you 
don't meet expectations), you'll always be 
held to a certain standard for having been rec- 
ommended. 


Writing the resumé 
When it comes to drafting your resumé, 
keep in mind that a winning resumé is you 


A resumé is a one- or two-page summary 
of your skills, experience and education. 
Resumés must be concise. The person 
reading the resumé is likely to spend just a 
few minutes reviewing it. 

A curriculum vitae or CV is more detailed 
and structured. It outlines your educational 
background, publications, awards and work 
history. 

CVs tend to be on the lengthy side (they 
can run over 10 pages long), so it works 
best for those who could boast of extensive 
academic and professional credentials. Itis 
used primarily when applying for interna- 
tional, education, scientific or research po- 
sitions. 

Resumés work best for first-time job 
hunters. 


key to an interview. So go ahead, highlight 
your abilities, your education and work expe- 
rience (ifany) 

But don't even think of lying. You'll get into 
allot of trouble for giving misleadi 
tion. Your potential employers ca 
ence checks. 

Write the objective specific to the position 
you're applying for. Do not write just one resumé 
for different positions and companies. Each re- 
sumé (and cover letter —we will get to that lat- 
er), must be tailor-fit to a specific employer. 


Some pointers 

Do: 

Proofread. Check for typos and grammati- 
calerrors. Go through every detail. 

Keep it short and simple. Some employers 
would prefer that resumé be just a page long, 
as they scan through hundreds of other app! 
cations. 
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BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


DIVINE COMEDY 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You're extremely idealistic. You're also trustworthy and loyal. But others have to earn your re- 
spect. You have a keen humor and appreciate ies ironies. However, you value your own privacy t's important that 
Sau work hard in the year ahead, because whatever you build or construct will benefit you in the following year. 
Birthdate of: Jennifer Capriati, tennis player; Hideaki Takizawa, actor; Lucy Lawless, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): Today is the 
only New Moon in your 
sign all year. This is a per- 


fect time to make some 


mew resolutions about how you 


‘want to improve your life. 
Each and every one of us 


has an interior world 


and an exterior world. They need to 
be balanced. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): its important. 
to have quiet time to cul- 
tivate your inner world. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 

June 20): Today's New 

Moon offers you an op- 

tunity to think about 

Ow you can improve 

our friendships and your style of re- 
Ling to groups and organizations. 
© ferent ways (perha 

Similay à) how we re- 

acted to our parents). Nevertheless, 


we all have to learn how to deal with 
authority. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): We all reac to 
authority figures in dif- 
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25 Manipulate 

26 Vaquero's 
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61 NYC cock. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Its time for you to 
think about how you 
can travel, get your edu- 


? cation, study something. 


new and grasp more out of life. Now 
is your opportunity to ponder this. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 

Sept. 22): It’s never 

B easy understanding the 

values of others when 

R they disagree with our 

‘own. Today's New Moon offers you a 
chance to get a better footing here. 

a best time all year for you 

to cultivate a better un- 


derstanding of how to deal with 
partners and those who are closest 


to you. 
pecially at work, if 


you're employed? Think 


about what you can do to make your 
life run more efficiently. 
societies, this is easily 


acknowledged. What 


can you do to tap into your creativi- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Today's New Moon 
opposes you. This is the 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nox. 21): How can you 
improve your health and 
your daily activities, es- 


ITEK! fu^ 


D cars 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): We are all 
creative in different 
‘ways. In more primitive 
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POWERFUL BOOK IF EVEN. 
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Lm 


[2 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Todays 
TE) New Moon offers you a 
chance to make im- 
provements to where 
you live and to family 
relationships. What can help you ac- 
complish this? 
to look around you and 
see just how much love 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Its important 
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s there is in your daily 


world. It’s there. You just have to 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You might 
want to think about how 


have an open heart to see it. 
yeu spend money and 
how you earn it toda 


Whar improvements do 


you wantto make to your finances? 
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— 
GIVE your hair 
a healthy finish 
with Kerastase 
‘Chroma Perfect. 


DESPITE THE SCORCHING SUN, IM 


SHU UEMURA'S Sweet Mode Collection 


How to look sexy 


completely loving the fact that sum- 
mers here. Its the time of year my 
heels take a rest and my flipflops take 
a beating, and also the only two 
months of the year I ry to simplify my 
beauty regimen. 

This doesn't mean I'll settle for look- 
{ng like something the tide brought in. 
Summer is, after all, considered the 
sexiest season. I have secret weapons 
that will follow me through each Il be 
taking— suggest you stock up on 
them, too. 

| Clear summer skin. The hot sun + 
concealer = disaster. This is why 1 in- 
tend to keep my skin pimple-free in the 
‘coming months, hormonal changes be 
damned. 

Since I started taking Murad Clear 
Skin Supplement, I've been crossing 
my fingers less and rejoicing in front of 
the mirror more. This super skin vita- 
min cocktail has anti-inflammation and 
anti-toxin properties that help protect, 
purify and heal skin, resulting in a clear 
‘complexion from within. 

‘Vanity fair. This year, 'm making a 
beauty resolution that may just change 
my life: I have chosen not to go against 
nature and keep my skin in the color I 
was born in. Last year’s horrific sun- 
‘bum has left me quite traumatized, so 
while 1 will keep enjoying the rays at 
the beach, 1 will make sure that I've 


Lora 
Gabol 


slapped on just enough of the genius 
Nivea Whitening Sunblock Range on 
my face and body. 

The mane event. Summer is the 
time to get naturally sun-kissed locks, 
without having to actually bake under. 
Run to your salon and ask for strategi- 
cally positioned highlights, then make 
sure you finish with a Kerastase Chro- 
ma Perfect treatment for a shiny 
healthy finish. For beach-babe hair 
even in the city, keep a bottle of Loreal 
Professionel Lumi-Oil, a shine en- 
hancer and de-frizzer for all hair types 
(just consult with your stylist to know 
the formulation for you). 

Sweet summer color. Just as fruit 
shakes and ice cream are staples in the 
hottest time of year, my choice of make- 
up palette is leaning toward sweet sor- 
bet hues. Just in time is Shu Uemura 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE . 


ENHANCE that shine. Professionel Lumi-oil 


this summer 


Sweet Mode Collection, the prettiest, 
girliest Spring Summer offering from 
the brand to date. For my perfect sum- 
mer face (upper right photo), makeup 
expert Jigs Mayuga brightened up my 
peepers with the too-cool (and I mean 
that literally) Eye Jelly in White, and 
defined them more with a few pats of 
Eye Jelly in Brown. This is best applied, 
quite conveniently, with fingers, and is 
definitely a must-tote in every summer 
ki. 

For a bit of edge, Jigs lined my eyes 

with the Eye Light Pencil (he used yel- 
low on my top lashlines and blue on the 
lower ones). The effect made my eyes 
truly pop out without seeming over the 
top. 
A touch of Glow On blush in Apricot 
on my cheeks and a little of iridescent 
Sugar to highlight gave me a covetable 
glow, while my lips were kissed with 
‘Sweet Lip Gloss in Daisy (which I wear 
every day), a yummy candy pink. 


‘Shu Uemura is available at Rustan's 
Makati and Rustan's Tower, Shangri-La 
Plaza; Murad at Essenses Rustan's 
‘Makati, Rustan’s Tower, Gateway Mall; 
Nivea at all leading department stores; 
Kerastase and LOreal Professionel at 
leading salons. 


Email the author at lora, gaholQya- 
hoo.com. 


VASEUNE MAKES THE SEASON 
‘more special by honoring this year's 
graduating batch and the mothers 
who stood behind them all the way 
with the "Glowing Inside" promo. 
Vaseline Shampoo understands 
thata loving mom always makes sure 
their kids are always at their best for 
school. From taking care of their hair 
to double-checking their assign- 
ments and projects, a mother will al- 
ways support her children with 


Prizes for gradu 


pride. 

As part of Vaseline's Glowing In- 
side Tribute, many exciting prizes are 
in store for moms and children to 
make learning a fun and rewarding 
activity, apart from giving the family 
healthy, glowing hair 

More than a million-pesos worth 
of cash prizes, computer showcases, 
and Nokia mobile phones are up for 
grabs! To get the chance to win in- 
stantly, carefully peel off the sham- 


ates 


poo bottie label or sachet of any Vase- 
line variant, and look for the "Glow- 
ing Inside” logo to win. Take part in 
the Vaseline promo and celebrate this. 
milestone moment with your mom! 

Winners can verify their prize by 
calling the toll-free Vaseline Glowing 
Inside Hotline 1800-10-5643333 
(outside Metro Manila) or 5643333 
(within Metro Manila); or going to 
the nearest LBC branch. Promo ends 
May 15. 
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WELCOME TO THE REAL 
world. 


7 As you toss aside your toga today, still 
warm from use during the commence- 
thent exercises, your head reels feverish- 

‘with youthful ideals of the new life 

joe about to embark in. Well, toss 
iem out as well. Irs time to grow up. 
F While there's nothing wrong with 
reaming, and I urge you all to dream 
dreams, becoming a full-fledged 

ult is far from easy. Alas, life is not a 

x of chocolates. 

"There are sharks out there. You will 

flat on yout face, you will get frus- 
trated, you will feel the sting of rejec- 
tion, and you will take the thorny course 
just to reclaim your life. Take heart, 
though. The lessons you will glean will 
reward you better than the riches of this 
world. 

‘As you prepare to take your wings for 
its first awkward flight, explore the 
many possibilities and choices. Life is 
tempered by the tough choices you 
make. And there's the good news—you 
always, always have a choice. Be wary 
of those who say you don't. Their imagi- 
nations are thin, 

You're young. Inexperience may be 
your worst enemy for now, but take ad- 
vantage of the luxury of time afforded 
by your youth to pursue your passions 


Lessons troma uot-so-ideal braduate 


By Pam Pastor 


TAM THE LAST PERSON WHO SHOULD 
be talking about graduation. I didn't even 
attend my own. 

1 saw graduation as a hurdle to get 
over, an obstacle I had to overcome so I 
could finally start working fulltime for 
this paper. When that fateful day came, I 
wore a toga all right, but only to my din- 
net party. And it was the wrong shade of 
blue—the shop at Recto had run out of 
my college's colors. 

Despite my absence from the cere- 
monies, graduating from the university 
taught me a few things—some big, some 
small and some, well, forgettable. 

‘You will miss school. Sure, youre stil 
in the middle of rejoicing over the fact that 
you no longer have to face your nasty pro- 
fessor and youre probably thanking the 
high heavens because the days of surprise 
quizzes are over. But when youre neck- 
deep in paperwork and are collecing 
‘overtime hours as if you can sell them on 
eBay fora fortune, you will definitely start 
missing those days when your biggest 
problem was todays graded recitation. 
You know those annoying adults who tell 
you things like, “Oh wish I could go back 
to school" or "Td rather be a student forev- 
e? Pretty soon, that will become you. 

‘Take a break. You have your entire life 
to work And once you start working, 
youl be doing it forever. Or at least until 


E c 


'Provineiane: hits 


By Anne A. jambora 
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" 


and, in case you stili don't know it yet, to 
find your calling. Strangely enough, 
sometimes it is only when you lose your 
way that you find yourself. 

After my graduation, for instance, I 
vowed never to become a journalist—a 
newspaper journalist, to be exact. And I 
did everything I could to avoid that 
route. I edited and produced TV docu- 
mentaries, I wrote scripts and created 
storyboards, I wrote copy when I stum- 
bled into advertising... What began as a 
transition job here at the ingume 
turned out to be the home Ive long 
searched for. 


Conundrum 

It is an existential conundrum, this 
thing called life, so try not to waste too 
much time asking questions that no- 
body—dead or alive—will ever have an 
answer to. Just go ahead and get a lie. 

Dont be afraid to take risks, for the 
day you stop taking chances is the day 
you begin to die. Step out from your 
comfort zone. Cut the umbilical cord 
that has held you affectionately since in- 
fancy While that link has cloistered you 
from the dog-eatdog world outside, itis 
only when you scrape your knee and be- 
gin to bleed that you become human. 
Do yourself a favor and give your par- 
entsa break. Learn how it feels to be tru- 
ly free and alive. 

Independence, naturally comes with. 
à price. And the long queue of bills to 


youre 65. You've jus spent at least sixteen 
years of your life in school. Now isthe time 
to take a break. Whether your idea of a 
timeout is a weekend in Boracay, a month 
atyour grandparents place in the province 
or a.fül week in your pajamas eating 
‘Cheetos and watching DVDs, doit. You de- 
serveit. 

Don’t lèt your course dictate your 
life. Your parents won the fist bat- 
tle—you hate math but they made you 
study accountancy. You don’t know how 
you ended taking up dentistry when you 
can't imagine staring into peoples mouths 
for the rest of your life. Here's a litle 
mugget of wisdom: Your course doesnt 
dictate who or what you will become. A 
friend who took up geodetic engineering 
is now making a good living in publishing. 
1 know a biology graduate who is now 
running her own business, a nurse who 
became a priest, a lawyer who decided to 
open a restaurant. You future is wait- 
ing—and you get to decide what it will 
be 


"The school you graduated from does 
not determine the quality of your fu- 
ture. There are still small-minded compa- 
nies that only accept applicants from the 
supposed top universities but dont let 
that stop you. Just because you came from 
‘one of the more popular schools doesn't 
mean you can rest easy. And it doesnt 
matter either if you came from a school 
that no one else has heard about. Itis you, 


or Tobe yos” 
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settle every month is just the tip of the 
iceberg. 

When I decided to seek work in far- 
off Manila, less than a year after my fa- 
ther passed away, 1 bought a one-way 
ticket and that was it. Turning back with 
my tail between my legs was not an op- 
tion. My mother offered a plane ticket to 
Manila. Too proud, or stupid, I refused 
to acceptit. Instead I bought boat tickets 
to save a few bucks (my beloved parrot 
traveled with me). She offered to give 
me allowance to help me get by on my 
first few months, and again I said no. 

“Don't worry Fii be fine.” 

‘Truth was I barely had over P1,000 in 
my pocket—and this wasn't a very long 
time ago—and that terrified me more 
than my horrible grasp of the Tagalog 
language. Having been freeloading in 


gress. 

Sure, it was tough braving my way 
through thick crowds in a strange city 
armed only with my faltering Tagalog. 
In fact, there were times when I asked 
friends to write down on a piece of pa- 
per a Tagalog sentence when I had to 
buy, in a neighborhood sari-sari store, 
something as mundane as needle and 
thread. 

But that was nothing compared to the 
doors slammed at my face simply be- 


and not your diploma, who will make 
your furure. 

Pursue your passion. Life is too short 
for you to be stuck doing things you really 
don't want to be doing. Sure, blessed and 
few are the people who get to do what 
they love for a living but you might just 
tum out to be one of them. You would 
never know if you don't try Whether its 
art, music, sports, writing, food—pursue 
your passion. Your happiness and success 
may just depend on it. 

Don't let your college persona deter- 
mine who you will become. (Unless you 
really loved who you were in college.) It 
doesn't matter if you were the nerd, the 
dumb jock, the bully or the wallflower. 
College is over and your new life is begin- 
ning. Now is the time for reinvention if 
you deem it necessary Think Madon- 
na—but maybe not her cone bra phase. If 
you were the wallflower, break out of your 
shell. If you were the bully try to be nicer. 
‘The world is waiting—ny to be the best 
person you can be. 

Make good decisions. Remember, the 
decisions you make after college have re- 
allfe consequences. Making a mistake no 
longer means just being sent to the dean's 
office or failing a test. This is the real 
world we're talking about. 

Work hard but don't forget to play. 
Love yourself by learning how to balance 
your time and your life. Working hard is 
good but nor to the point of burning your- 


Job-hunting 101 .... 


Here's a rundown of interviewers’ 
usual questions: 


* Tell me something about your- 
self. 

‘© What do you know about the po- 
sition/company? 

‘© Why do you want to join this 
‘company? 

© Why do you want this job? 

© What kind of job and position are. 
you looking tor? 

‘© Describe your ideal job. 

© What/who influenced you to 
choose this career? 

‘© Which subjects did you like best 

college? Why? 

‘© How do you think your college 
experience has prepared you for a 
career in this field? 

‘© What are your strengths and 
weaknesses? 

‘© What do you consider to be your 
greatest achievement? 

* Tell me about your worst failure. 

© Tell me about a major problem 
you had to overcome recently. 

‘© Where do you see yourself 
five/10 years from now? 

* Are you willing to put in overtime 
hours and work on holidays? 

‘© What can you do for us that other 
candidates.can't? 

‘© How do you think can you con- 
tribute to the company's suc- 
cess? 

e is there any reason for us not to 
hire you? 

‘© How would you describe yourself. 
in terms of your ability to work as 
a member of a team? Would you 
describe yourself as a leader or a 
follower? 

© How do you deal with difficult co~ 
workers/team members? 


Your first page should be “it"—it 
should contain all essential information 
and your “unique selling point.” Make 
your resumé, easy to read; no to artsy 
fonts or cluttered layouts. 

Not all employers expect to find a pho- 
to with the resumé. But if you're attach- 
ing one anyway, make sure it's a good 
one. You don’t want to be judged based 
on your photo. It's your credentials that 
should hold their attention. 


The cover letter 

‘A resumé must come with a cover let- 
ter. Your cover letter should specify for 
whom the resumé is, and could detail 
your knowledge of the company and 
your interest in the job vacancy. The cov- 
er letter could spell the difference be: 
tween having your resumé read and get- 
ting a job interview, and having your re- 
sumé dumped in the trash. Don't forget 
tosign it 


The job interview 

A series of good interviews could bag 
you that job. Interviews can be nerve- 
wracking (terrifying at times, even), so 
be prepared. 

Do: 

Arrive early. Come in 15-30 minutes 
before the scheduled interview. Make a 
"trial" visit to get a good estimate of traf- 
ficand travel time. 

Dress professionally (check sidebar). 

Know the nature of the company's 
business. Be prepared to discuss the 
company background, history, its major 
clients, even competition. 

Practice answers to employers’ usual 
questions without sounding like you're 
delivering a speech. (check sidebar) 

Remain calm. Show grace under pres- 
sure. And take time to think before an- 
swering questions. A well-thought answer 
is better than a rushed, half-baked one. 

Be courteous at all times. Remember 
your interviewers’ names, shake hands 
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it big in the city, 


cause most Manilans hadn't a notion of 
my university. (Its, in fact, among the 
Top 5 universities, but since its not in 
Metro Manila, it didn't bear any merit.) 
How snooty and presumptuous this city 
‘can be! How quickly it scoffs at the sight 
of some lost probinsyana who deserves 
an equal chance to follow her dreams. 
But then again, this isn'ta perfect world. 

Inevitably, I ran low on chips. I staved 
off hunger by tucking myself in bed ear- 
ly even when I'd get a headache, unable 
to sleep. When I washed my clothes for 
the first time in my life with my bare 
hands, my spirit sank. My hopes melted. 
with the suds and snaked their way to 
the gutter. And I broke a promise Imade 
to myself I wept. .Unabashedly I 
yearned for the comforts of my home. 

A diamond stone is lifeless unless its 
cut in precision many times. And then it 
sparkles, and then it shines. I do not 
have a million bucks or glittering medals 
to my name, nor do I now live in a posh 
address. But am content to glow in my 
family's eyes. 

Follow your heart, guard your princi- 
ples, be true to yourself. Life is too short 
to live up to the expectations of others. 
Before you know it, your time is up, me- 
tered by your shallow sighs. 

‘The world is waiting. Are you ready 
for it? 


E-mail the author at ajambora@in- 
quirercom.ph 


self out. Life may be a race but everyone 
needs pit stops once in a while. Don't for- 
get to have fun, adults are allowed that, 
[^3 

Handle your money well. Eaming 
your own moolah is a big thrill. And 
spending it is an even bigger one, espe- 
cially in a world with iPods and nice shoes 
and well-stocked malls. But saving a little 
cash every payday is something you have 
to do. It may not be fun but the security is 
worth it. 

Create your own adventures. You 
don't want to grow up too fast. Find plea- 
sure in the small things, seek thrills from 
your everyday life, create adventures out 
of nothing. Organization is necessary in 
every grownup’ life, but the occasional 
spontaneity will do you good. 

Make a difference. Find a cause, own 
it and do what you can for it. The world 
needs you. 

Stay in touch with your friends. 
There is something important about not 
forgetting the people who knew you 
‘when you stil had braces, when you were 
obsessing over that hot senior, when you 
were scared to death about getting your 
dass cards. They will keep you young. 
They will keep you grounded. 

Don't stop learning. Say hello to the 
real world. Now your real education be- 


gins. 
Email the author at ppastor@inquir~ 
excomph 
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To the graduates, 
to make much of time 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2006 


i 


IT IS NOW AT THAT TIME OF THE YEAR WHEN 
the fiercest rat race occurs. Because it is around 
this time that hundreds of schools are unleashing 
thousands of graduates all over the country. 


The moment you graduate from college, you 


naturally look for a job—or whats a diploma 
for? One has to satisfy the material needs before 
one even thinks of making a mark in society. Its x 
basic instinct—or how else could one physically: 
go on to achieve that higher aspiration? To buil 
the temple, you have to feed the body. 


But with a few hundreds of jobs dangling be: 


fore thousands of job-seekers—millions even, if 
we include the unemployed—frustration is ram- 
pant, the jostling becomes rabid, a stampede is 
understandable. The term “rat race,” in fact, is 
insufficient when you're talking ofa dog-eat-dog 
situation: 


New graduates actually have two options: Ei- 


ther prepare to get bruised and join the rat race 
at once, or take it easy and recharge energies, 
gather momentum, and plunge. 


You think schoolwork was bruising? Well, 


there's bad news waiting for you here: School- 
work is a balm compared to onsite job. In fact, 
the situation of the new graduate can favorably 
compare with that classic case of one being 
thrown from the frying pan to the fire. 


And if you get that job, don't expect to be on; 


top of the corporate ladder immediately, unl 
your uncle owns the majority share in the coin 
pany. Everyone has tostartsomewhere. — kj 


‘And value that job as if it were the only ont 


you'd get in your lifetime. Remember, at eve 
step you make on that ladder, dozens of hands 
and feet are grasping at or stepping on your 
shoes—and eyes are watching for your misstep, 
waiting for your fall. 


‘Actually, the satisfaction from a job well done, 


whether in school or at the workplace, is just 
about the same. But there's the bonus of having 
‘your own money to spend as you please, and the 
freedom from dependence on your relatives. 


The wiser person would opt for the second op- 


tion, ifhe or she can afford it. Graduates are like 
soldiers from battle who need to be treated of 
their wounds, bandaged, fed and rested before 
being sent back to the battlefield. 


If Daddy can still afford it, you can always take 


up further studies in preparation for that job and 
get your MBA. Better still, read the books you 
cast aside in your student days, and cultivate @ 
wider appreciation of the immaterial, a deeper 
understanding of life's mysteries and calm ac- 
ceptance ofits absurdities. 


But while recharging your batteries, dont 


short-circuit. You might forget why you strove to 
get that diploma in the first place. While resting, 

don't waste time. You might enjoy the well-rest- 

ed life so much you can get rusty and so forever 

rest. There's nothing more tragic than youth hav- 

ing a burnout. 


1f, like the Buddhist, your concept of time is 


circular instead of linear, and you're not cut out 
for a nine-to-five job, well, you can always go to 
the mountains, into caves and hinterlands, and 
join NGOs that work for the betterment of our 
cultural minorities. Or be an artist, or become a 
philosopher. Anything but lie fallow. 


We know life is hard, so don’t make it any 


harder. If you can't be useful to society, help 
yourself, at least. 


—Á— rere 


firmly, smile, maintain eye contact, and do 
not take your seat until offered. Remem- 
berto keep your cell phone turned off. 

Do not discuss compensation—not 
just yet. You don't want to sound either 
‘overeager or desperate. The employer is 
just beginning to know you, and what 
you have to offer. 

Bring a pen, a pencil and a notebook. 
You'll need to jot down information later. 
‘The hiring manager might also ask you 
tofillin some forms. 

The interviewer is likely to ask if 
there's anything you'd like to clarify at 
the end of the interview. This is the best 
opportunity for you to ask job expecta- 
tions (if not yet discussed), and other 
similar questions that highlight your in- 
terest in getting the job. 

It’s also okay to ask for the next step 


(Another job interview? A series of ex- 
ams?), and when they might arrive at a 
hiring decision. 

‘Thank the interviewer. 


Following up the application 

Call on the day you were instructed to 
by the hiring manager. You will only an- 
noy him/her if you keep calling or send- 
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What to wear (and what not to wear) 


Unless you're seeking employment in 
an advertising agency or a company 
known for its uitre-hip culture, itis stili bet- 
ter to dress conservatively. Dress to im- 
press! Come in your best corporate attire. 
This shows professionalism and respect. 

For ladies, skirts should not be any 
shorter than four inches above the knee. 
Don’t wear tops that reveal too much 
skin (no sleeveless tops or plunging 
neckdines!). Wear conservative low- 
heeled shoes. Remember: No distract- 
ing jewelry lke dangling earrings and 
‘chunky accessories (that includes your 
bag). And keep makeup light. Remove 
nail polish. 

For the gents, wear a collared long- 
sleeved polo with a silk tie, matched 
with stacks. Wear calt-length socks (not 
sports socks) and leather shoes (not 
‘sneakers or rubber shoes). 


Leave your earring (or tongue ring, or 

any other kind of accessory) at home. 

You might look cool to yourself, but not 

to your employer. Conceal body mark- 

Ings such as tattoos. The only accept- 

able accessory you can wear during the 
terview is your leather belt. 

Do try on the attire before the actual 
interview. Make sure you are comfort- 
able and that you can move around 
freely. I'll be very dificult to pay atten- 
tion to your interviewer when you're fid- 
geting with your skirt or while you try to 
forget about your throbbing feet. 

Go for the neat look. Clean and trim 
fingernails, pull your hair back. For 
males, short, well-groomed hair is best. 
Facial hair is also a no-no for inter- 
views—the clean-shaven look is best. 

Do not wear strong perfume or 
cologne. It's better not to have any odor 
than to have a distracting one. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Don't be disheartened if you don't get 
a callback immediately. Sometimes, the 
employment process really takes time. 

But do not limit yourself to that one 
company alone. Continue to send appli- 
cations to other companies. It's best to 
have options. 

Dont fret if you don't get hired at 
once. And if you make a few mistakes 
along the way, just credit it to experi- 
ence. Practice makes perfect. 

Remember this is only a guide, how you 
go about job-hunting is really up to you. 

Good luck! 


Email the author at tri@i-mani- 
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THE MACBOOK Pro comes with an iSight THE NEW iMac with 
video camera for three-way video Intel inside is Apple 

conferencing (above). The new Front Row fastest computer ever 
shows documents or programs easily, even and comes in 17- or 20- 
from across the room using the Apple. 


inch screen, 
Remote Control (right). 


Express 
yourself at 
your most 
creative and 
share it with 
the world 
through Apple 
with Intel 


ILIFE '06 is where the real fun 


inside liesin every new Mac. 


By Beia Formoso available in Macs, such as Mi- answering is another way of say- to three people simultaneously. your liking. better with the iLife '06 (which 
Contributor crosoft Office (Word, Excel, etc.) ing “where do I begin?” because Other new features include an Everything is also so easy to comes with every new Mac and is 
and Internet applications like Ya- there are just so many things to Apple Remote, a remote control find with the use ofa handymag- also sold separately) 

OR QUITE SOME hoo Messenger. Yet what a lot of love about Mac compute for easy program navigation and  nifying glass icon at the topright- — At the conference, Jobs intro- 
time, Apple has Peopledon'tknowistharbecause Let’ start with the outer ap- projeet presentation, from, amt hand corner ofthescreen, whatis duced a brand-new application 
MERE eferred to as Of Maes exclusivity in using only pearance. The sleek, pristine wherein the room (whattheycall called Spotlight because all you called iWeb, where you can cre- 
aoe AS its own hardware (the comput. shell and keyboard in customary Front Row), and the handy havetodoistypethefirstfewlet- ate an entire personalized web- 
the “other” brand when it  er/laptop unit) for its software, it white or silver is the company’s MagSafe Connector. A feature ters of the document or program site complete with blog entries, 
comes to computers. makesthe computerless prone to trademark, so much so that the that was highly praised at Mac you are searching for and in a photo albums, movies, podeass 
Most people think only Viruses and other damaging pro- formhasspiledintotoits smaller World, this is magnetic power couple of seconds it has “spotted” and photocasts (more on that lat- 
graphic artists and those SAS or imitating suff on the gadges like rhe infamous iPod. adaptor that pulls away from the all the items pertaining to your er) on the Internet through the 

id obeintechnol Netlike pop-up ads. Italsomakes Apple was also the first to add computer fast and safe so ifany- inquiry Whereas in Microsoft, Apple website (wwwapplecom) 
with jobs in technology or it harder to pirate the software color to its computer and laptop one trips over your power cord, one would have to click on Start in a single click—no configura- 
design use Macs; either and hardware, thereby all that is design with its first iMac and the computer won't go crashing at the bottom of the screen, then tions or technical hassles 
that or they're techie in the Mac computer is genuine, Clamshell iBook series in two- onto the floor. clickon Find inthe pop-up menu, Also hyped up at Macworld 
geeks. clean and safe. tone themes of candy colors ac- Bur like most things in life, t's type in the whole word or name, was photocasting, an innovative 

Re i kd E centing white. whats inside that counts. The Mac then click Search and wait fora way to share photos over the In- 
ers ay aioe oat Where do | begin? "The new computers and lap- OS X Tiger operating system orga- few minutes while it searches ternet directly from within iPhoto 
earl epos tomake Power, Yet that is just a piece of the tops, however have truly out. nizes your programs and files in a through the whole computer be- via Macto friends and family. 
Poet ermailand surrthe whole apple pie (pun intended). done themselves when it comes simple, easripuse manner that i fore any item shows up. Photocasting is similar to pod- 
Meth Ner cick to PCs fitted JustmytoaskaMacuserwhathe to form at the same time a joy to look at sg casting but with photos, where 
Iis Mierhseft Windows because oF She likes about the product, The MacBook Pro is a silver with creative icons and graphics, Award-winning anyone can subscribe to your pub- 
Tree done weed o the pro. youllget extreme reactions ang. 154 inchscreen laptop while the From the lifesaver floater icon sig- lifestyle applications lished photo album. Friends or 
uude Weewaywihire Ing from an instant spewing of white iMac desktop computer nifyingtheHelpprogramtothesil- But what usually steals the family automatically receive AN 

Tran t ier eempures features in one breath, mosly in comes in 17- or 20.inch wide werwired trash can for deleted show is iLife, which includes Ap- quality photos directly in their 
aru the truth is MaccomPurers highly technical jargon, to si- sereen farpanel display. Both items, Mac's icons and commands ples unique programs, namely iPhoto or PC. Yup, your family and 
Se eae itae pro. lence, then eventual one-word come with builtin speakers, mi are fun and userfiendly. It al funes iPhoto, iMovie, Dvd and friends don't have to be Mac users 
cal know how or in creative Mo. blubbers inthe form of “Basta!”  crophone, and for the first time laid out there in a miniscule dash- Garageband. This awarbwi (P M PES album online (al- 
fessions: Quite the contr Mer But in actuality the fumbling ever, iSipit a video camera that board atthe bottom of the screen, ning suite of digital lifestyle ap- though perhaps they will be after 
the simplest user, the non-techie fr ‘words or long pauses before allows video conferencing with up and can be moved or taken out to plications has just gotten even seeing all you can do with a Mac!), 
who wants easy-to-use form and With all these and more, Apple 
Senan ii a inachiic but at the m = s mumaGamwpie has thought of everything so that 
same time freedom to create and 3 : 3 x you can create or access any- 
express herself. V dim thing, including downloading 

ind now that Mac computers a music and television shows in 
have Intel processors, that means à = iTunes, to creating and distribut- 
you, yes you who have been using : = - ing movies with iMovie HD (High 
a PC for years, can shift to a Mac Definition) and iDVD. 

With the greatest of easel =a For hardcore photographers, 

‘Apple CEO Steve Jobs’ presen- Day elogbeaia o filmmakers and musicians, there 
tation of the new iMac desktop itii are special extensive programs 
computer and MacBook Pro lap- pus i É such as Aperture for photography, 
top with Intel processors at the : e NSE n Final Cut Pro for filmmaking, and 
22nd Mac World Conference and es : n gaj Various Jampeck programs like 
Expo held last January in San NEC UTR Remix Tools and Symphony Or- 
Francisco, California, marked the chestra to help you and your art or 
tatto a Be era foc Mac and für l business each its fullest potential. 
computers in general. It paved 1 - That i truly what sets a Mac 
the way for universality in com- Eat uice a computer apart from the rest. It 
puter programs that can now be has a personality of its own. lts 
Used in both Mac and PCs. Soft- i =- not just a machine, but an exten- 
ware that in die piet oid oaly s sion of oneself. Apple has built 
be utilized in PCS can now be i the total package in terms of both 
stalled in Mac computers INTRODUCING iWeb: Publish anentire website CREATE and edit your own podcast with a built-in podcast recording studio onthenew hardware and software, Keeping 

Numerous programs that are inasingleclick—no configurations or technical Garageband, which also lets you compose and arrange music. im mind appearance but, of 
démon ii PCS have ng been. course, placing the utmost vitali 

tyon what's inside. 

And whats inside Mac is now 
Intel. Here is the spiel from their 
latest commercial, which played 
to rousing cheers during Jobs 
speech: "The Intel Chip. For years 
its been trapped inside PCs, In- 
side dull little boxes, dutifully 
performing dull litle tasks, when 
it could have been doing so much 
f ET M more. Starting today, the Imel 

> Chip will be set free and get to 
live life inside a Mac. Imagine the 
possibilities.” 

Now you, too, can getto live life 
inside a Mac. With Apple, there is 
no easier or more fun way to ex- 
press yourself at your most cre- 
ative and share it with the world, 

So do what Apple wants you to 
do: Imagine the possibilities, 


FULL-SCREEN editing and 250,000 picture storage in the improved iPhoto with 
photocasting Apple products are distributed 
by Microwarehouse. 


BRING out the budding filmmaker in you with iMovie High Definition. 
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SONY 
Camcorder 
DCR-DVD805 


The take 
on COMCORCER 


Why not BygsbrieH Mercado aesthetics, feature full on PC, 
2bU! Contributor stereo and TV connectviy, 
long battery life and 20x opti- 
CaptUre jn THEWORLDOFTECHGAD- cal zoom, among oferta 
gets, some are as rarely under- more reasonable prices. 
YOU stood as the camcorder seg. Then there are also the 
, ment, due primarily to their unique ultra-statement mod- 
birthday prohibitive price, and also be- els, like tiny units perfect for 
Cause the target market are ladies with bags that can only 
party Pies hold a stick of lipstick and no 
Hence, camcorders, remain other and the enormous, pio. 
x $ rather exclusive. One does not, fessional models with a large 
inwide (mole overhear conver. mike Jurting out, perfect when 
sations debating on hard disk you want to be mistaken as a 
screen and erus DVD-based models im terrorist with a rocket launch- 
E jeepneys, whereas ask anyone er. You can avoid these for the 
d'ego surround about cell phones and you will most part, unless you have very 
on going, Sfi = compelling arguments specie us and terribly 
bo S T p ith aboutthis or that brand. leep pockets. 
Pid msóns celal m b g Sie Ge. sound with i in bale exp iation is tae, Still expensive 
ficket offices. You may alsoveall 898-7088 for more it the DCRe frei onde tok er 


cn ji ommend the local Sony web- — Sowhataboutthe DVD805? 
suey Mehr Cars Cope rl Bern 3 Site, which does a commend-  MiniDVs, while digital, still 
" DVD805? able job segregating the differ- uses expensive tape and are un- 

ent models, and from which wieldy by today's standards. 
onecan glean how othermanu- Meanwhile, advancements in 
facturers market theirs as well. small form factor hard disks 
and DVD recording have come 

Staple about, and thus finally, we 

Starting at the lower price come to discuss the Sony Cam- 
bracket you will find the 8-mm corder DCR-DVD80S. — At 
tape models, still a staple on P64,999, it’s the top-of-the- 
manufacturers camcorder line, latest DVD Handycam in 
menus due to the fact that fora the market 
long time there was nothing DVD camcorders offer direct 
but8-mm tapes to record video burning to 8-cm DVDs sans PC, 
with. and to answer the Top Two like 

"Tleagingbutfunctionaland ly questions: yes, you can buy 
affordable medium allows two these off of your friendly 
hhours-worth of recording, al- neighborhood CDR vendor, 
though its proprietary nature and, yes, you can play them di- 
and newer developments are rectly on your P2,000 DVD 
pushing it out. Regardless, player. 
those looking for sub P20,000 At 30/60 minutes and a vari- 
units might find these appeal- ety of cheap DVD-RWs to 
ing-sjust remember tostock up choose from, that is video pro- 
on tape as these will getharder duction convenience at an un- 
to find. heard-of scale. 

Next up is the Digital Video As in record baby's first 
market, of which there are steps, edit and finalize, then 
three main segments based on ship it to Papa Jhun in Bahrain 
the recording media, namely in three easy steps-scale. 
MiniDV; those using ahard disk The DVD805 comes with 
and DVDs, where our subject Dolby Digital 5.1 sound, a 3.1 
the DVD80S lies therein, and mpx still camera, a Carl Zeiss 
Which we shall get to in a sec- Lens, a memory stick option 
ond. and a terrific 2.7" touch screen, 

“These segments then branch simplifying use tremendously. 
out into different models de- — Overall, the DVD80S is a 
pending on the "form factor,” use-straight-out-of-the-box de- 
pensize in layman's terms, vice with intuitive controls for 
Which then determines their the average to beginning user, 
use. highlighting 5.1 channel 

There are the fashionable sound, 16:9 wide screen high- 
one-handed designs that look resolution and the conve- 
at home in dressy parties and. nience of recording on DVD. 
affairs, decked in chrome and — 1 recommend the DVD80S 
flashy colors at appropriate for the quality-conscious fami- 
fashionable prices iy cameraman or even aspiring 

"hen there is the standard director, but just to be sure if 
it strapped-in-your-hand cam- its best for you, check out its 
| ri corder which, unhampered by website for other models. 
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Win a Sony Walkman Bean! 


2BU! AND SONY WANT YOU TO 
enjoy your own Sony experince 
with the all-new Sony Walkman 
Bean 
The innovative Sony Network 1 THESONY 
Walkman E300 series, the new Network 
line of flash memory-based Walkman. 
mp3 players from Sony, tea- E300 series 
tures ATRAC3plus and mp3 
playback, plus a built-in FM 
tuner 
Italso comes bundled with 
SonicStage 3.2 music manage- 
ment software. The Walkman 
Bean comes in a shape reminis- 
cent of Jellybeans. It's available favorite Sony ‘Squares in Gate- 
in four yummy colors: Tropical — way, Park. ‘Square, or SM Mega- 
Ice (Blue), Cotton Candy (Pink), — mall (call 8787600, e-mail In- 
Licorice (Black) and Coconut. fo.sph@ap.sony.com, or visit 
(white). Wunw.sony com ph), we ara glv- 
Although you can buy your Ing away a Sony Walkman Bean 
own Walkman Bean tromyour toa lucky 2bU! reader. 
A Just tell us why you think you 
ae wa doserve the unti the most cre- 
; o 


i j ative way possible. E-mail your 
Pn U^ t oum entries to contost2bu@inqulrer. 


ir 


Ete cocum aa h. Don't forgot to includ 
MNT "Rare com.ph. Don't forget to Include 


te your name, age, address, 
DES Xe p : sehool/offico and contact Info. 


FH | folded&hung 
a 


ORTIGAS TELEFAX 9-18 


Tneroauces 
DIGITAL 
photo, books: 


Book Now!!! 


wine Avoid the 
Summer Rus 


ie i babol 


saciinklun 


rr 
A U R S ADDRESS: LEVEL 5 MEGA B, 
AGENT SM MEGAMALL MANDALUYONG CITY 
TEL No. 6891051-54 / FAX No. 6370304 


imona Domestic SALES 


SERVICES OFFERED: 
DOMESTIC & INTL RESERVATION & 
TICKETING / HOTEL RESERVATION / i 
TOITE Our Commitment is Integral 
PRODUCTSOFFERED: °° Evangelization 
RAILEUROPE/ CRYSTAL CRUISE/ 
SILVERSEA/ MINOTEL I E 7 
'AMEKCITY PACKAGES. Á" pauca 


fO tote te QT 
oen rane 


‘Domestic Ticketing 
Domestic Packages. 
International Ticketing 
International Packages 
International Cruises 
Hotel Reservation 
SuperFerry 
Passporting 
OTHER BRANCHES : 
SM BACOOR. SM BICUTAN, SM STA. MEGA, EM FAIRVIEW, 
EDSA SM PAMPANGA, 


SM MANILA. SM MEGAMALL, SM NORTH 
THE POD SM SAN LAZARO, SH SOUTHALL, 
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pr 
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Sàve'up to 
9, 
70% 
on ii items on great selections i, 


Decide siena Offer good until April 30,2008. Í Offer good until April 10,2006. 4 
HR rero ttc c8 qr OTIO Parrat na tt man a 
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You Can, Eat aut You V 


icE MONSTER 


Join DENCIO'S POWERGROUP 
'o get the scoop on latest promos & events 


Aere 
PITITITIT] 


“Kenny's INASAL Roast 


B y: Deleious. 


Falfitling. 


ENT A Yh " g M i " 
eee Coke ta i: 50950FF ; i SUPER DELIVERY 
„Otter vtil Ji 2006. J H x "7 
t ordalivery oni Wow thru March 31,2006 7 PELLI CO a: EN 737-8888 
secant, qi STER (Cree | m 
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cartridges available from any 


&/ SILICON VALLEY 


brother Canon EPSON 


| Te bov je egi With A Sood Tam 
| 
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“as La Meséta 


dat ESLANG PARS 


iuis. BEA 1 : 
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ALE EVENT: Buy1Get1 : 
m 25% 70% | or Get 2FREE E 
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